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The most important meal
Free school breakfasts and lunches coming to Paris 95 elementary, middle schoolers

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

All elementary and mid-
dle school students in Paris 
Union School District 95 can 
eat a free school breakfast and 
lunch next school year fol-
lowing action by the Paris 95 
board of education Monday, 
May 13.

By making the commit-
ment, families who previously 
had to pay for lunch will save 
$484 per year per child. “That 
doesn’t even include if they 
participate in the breakfast 
program,” according to Paris 
95 Superintendent of Schools 
Jeremy Larson. 

The school district will be 

participating in a one-year pi-
lot program of the Communi-
ty Eligibility Provision (CEP). 
CEP provides and opportuni-
ty for schools in high poverty 
areas to provide free breakfast 
and lunch to all students with-
out the burden of collecting 
and processing applications 
for free and reduced meals. 
CEP was a key provision of 
the Healthy Hunger-Free Kids 
Act of 2010.

Larson said for the past few 
years, the district has studied 
whether CEP participation 
would hurt the district finan-
cially. “No one makes money 
on a lunch program. You’re 
not supposed to,” Larson em-

phasized. 
After filling out the neces-

sary paperwork, the Illinois 
State Board of Education 
(ISBE) recommended the 
district stay with the tradition-
al claims for free and reduced 
lunches. 

“When we looked at the 
numbers this year we weren’t 
that far off, so we decide to 
commit to one year,” Larson 
explained. For Paris 95, the 
key to coming close to break-
ing even will be increasing 
participation, Larson said.

There will be absolutely no 
increase in local property tax-
es, Larson said. Rather than 
taking school meal applica-

tions to determine individual 
eligibility determinations, 
participating schools are reim-
bursed using a formula based 
on the percentage of students 
participating in the other 
need-based programs.

Larson acknowledged the 
Paris district has a 67 percent 
poverty rate. “There are fam-
ilies that have both parents 
working but they can’t quite 
make the cut for reduced or 
free meals,” Larson said. “This 
program will definitely help 
them.”

The superintendent said 
he has been personally over-
whelmed with the positive 
response from the Paris 

community with the board’s 
decision. “People in this com-
munity are concerned about 
children going hungry,” Lar-
son said. “Their enthusiasm 
for this decision has been 
amazing.”

Besides making it possible 
for every child – preschool 
through eighth grade – to eat 
meals free, CEP also eases the 
administrative burden to the 
district. CEP allows eligible 
schools to provide breakfast 
and lunch to all students at 
no charge, without collecting 
school meal applications or 
monitoring eligibility when 
serving meals.

See MEALS, Page 8A

AMERICAN ADVENTURE DRAWS TO A CLOSE

Drew Chittick/The Prairie Press

Exchange student Sasha Serkov is hoisted by his teammates on the Paris High School tennis team. Serkov left May 
14 for his return trip to the Ukraine and his time at PHS was crammed with experiencing everything he could about 
an American high school.

Exchange student flies home
BY DREW CHITTICK
bradenandrewc@gmail.com

Sasha Serkov is a Ukrainian ex-
change student, living in Paris and 
going to Paris High School, though 
he’s leaving soon. He’s been here 
since the beginning of the school 
year, and he’s been busy. 

“I’ve done tennis, I ran cross-coun-
try, I was a part ‘Newsies,’” Serkov 
said. “I went to the BUBW confer-
ence with other international stu-
dents about world issues, leadership 
skills and problem solving.” 

BUBW is the Better Understand-
ing for a Better World organization 
that promotes student exchange 
programs.

Through Key Club and in his 
own time, he’s also been involved in 
volunteer work. He said volunteer-
ing is seen as a waste of time in the 
Ukraine. 

“I’ve been doing it a lot,” he said. 
“Volunteering is helping someone, 
and it’s helping me.” 

His experience volunteering and 
the BUBW has even shaped some of 
his plans for going back home. 

“I want to hold a conference about 
a lot of the stuff people from my 
town are intolerant of, like gay peo-
ple or people of color,” said Serkov. 
“I want to try to develop my town, 
our whole society.”

His host family has been an excit-
ing experience as well.

“My host family has seven kids, 
back home I’m the only child. So 
it’s interesting seeing how they run 
things,” he said.

Drew Chittick/The Prairie Press

Sasha Serkov, of Ukraine, values his time as an exchange student at Paris 
High School. He hopes to use his experience of living in an open society to 
help transform his country, which he said has a high level of intolerance.

See SERKOV, Page 8A

He talked particularly about his 
host mother saying, “I’m proud of 
Jessica Blair, while she was running 
May Fete I was exhausted for her.”

May Fete had a real impact on 
him giving him an opportunity to 
serve on the light crew and in the 
boy’s dance.

“The senior girls, it was really 

heartwarming to see their last high 
school moments at May Fete,” he 
said.

Serkov made clear his year 
in Paris is not the end for his 
time in the United States. He 
has to return to the Ukraine 
and finish high school, but he 

BY NED JENISON
njenison@mac.com

It was out with the old and in 
with the new for the Paris city gov-
ernment this week as the term of 
one city council closed, and a new 
four-year council term began.

One new feature was added 
as three-year-old Brinkley Col-
vin joined the mayor to gavel the 
meeting open, and also led the 
opening pledge to the flag.

Monday the old city council, 
after four years of service, official-
ly accepted the results of the city 
election held April 2, paid the final 
bills and salaries for the month 
and closed business. Moments 
later the new city commissioners 
read their oaths of office and the 
city was back in operation with al-
most the same cast.

One new commissioner, Par-
is attorney Drew Griffin, joined 
the council, and a new police 
chief, Eric Brown, was sworn in 
succeeding Chief Mike Henness. 
Otherwise the administration is 
unchanged from the past several 
years.

Craig Smith begins a new four 
years as mayor, serving as com-
missioner of public affairs, which 
includes the police department, 
and also as city liquor commis-
sioner.

Harry Hughes continues as 
commissioner of accounts and fi-
nances; Jerry Branson as commis-
sioner of street, parks and public 
improvements; and Steve Kemper 
as commissioner of public proper-
ty (water and sewer utilities). Grif-
fin succeeds retiring commission-
er Bob Boyer as commissioner of 
fire, public health and safety.

The council also reappointed 
all city administrative positions. 
These include Bridget Anderson 
as city clerk; Michael Martin, 
city administrator and finance 
director; Rich Kash, legal coun-
sel; Dennis Thiel, treasurer; and 
Jamey Littleton, properties direc-
tor and code compliance officer.

Completing the administrative 
organization, the council reap-
pointed all department chiefs and 
superintendents. These include 

New city 
council 
in place

See PARIS, Page 8A

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Stone Soup Shakespeare re-
turns to Twin Lakes Park with 
a free performance of Shake-
speare's “Twelfth Night” 6 
p.m. near the pavilion. 

A new feature this year is an 
afternoon children’s theatrical 
workshop before the evening 
performance. Actors from 
the Stone Soup Shakespeare 
troupe will lead third through 
eighth grade students in a 
workshop that gives the chil-
dren an opportunity to act like 
a star. The workshop is 1 p.m. 

at the Paris Public Library.  
Stone Soup Shakespeare 

tours throughout the Mid-
west, bringing Shakespeare 
in the Park to communities 
for free from May to July. The 
tour officially opened May 3 
in Ava and travels throughout 
Illinois, Indiana, Missouri and 
Wisconsin. 

This season’s actors hail 
from Chicago, St. Louis and 
Carbondale. The actors work 
in residence at Carbondale 
for the second half of April, 
taking the script from page 
to stage. The company pur-

posefully keeps the ensemble 
for its touring shows small, 
creating a frenetic energy in 
production as the actors swap 
hats and characters in the 
role-doubling that takes place. 

“Twelfth Night” is Shake-
speare’s classic tale of twins 
shipwrecked on the shores 
of Illyria, both imagining the 
other drowned, and Stone 
Soup Shakespeare has set it 
in a world inspired by fame 
and the fantastical spectacle 
of David Bowie’s music. The 
ensemble of six has created 
a Bowie-inspired musical 

landscape and dance, while 
crafting a story that is easy to 
follow, using Shakespeare’s 
language, simple props and 
the setting of the park.

In keeping with the spirit 
of the children’s story “Stone 
Soup,” from which the com-
pany takes its name, audience 
members are encouraged to 
bring non-perishable food 
items to the free public per-
formance. The collected food 
will be donated to the local 
food pantry. 

In addition to bringing food 
to donate, the audience is en-

couraged to bring their own 
picnics to share with friends 
and family while enjoying the 
evening of entertainment and 
community.

Audience members should 
also bring something to sit on.

 Shakespeare in the Park 
is presented by Paris Public 
Library, the Paris Park Board, 
and Friends of the Paris Li-
brary. If rain, the performance 
will be under the park pavil-
ion. 

For more information, call 
217-463-3950 or visit www.
parispubliclibrary.org.

Shakespeare in the Park opens on June 1



TODAY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. today and the first and third 
Saturdays of every month for 2019.

SUNDAY

CHRISMAN GRADUATION
The Chrisman High School 
commencement is 2 p.m.  May 19 
in the school gym.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

HOSPITAL GIFT SHOP OPENS
A grand opening event with a ribbon 
cutting for Horizon Health’s new 
gift shop is 10 a.m. May 20 at the 
gift shop entrance. The gift shop is 
staffed by the PCH Volunteers.  

TUESDAY

DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP
Horizon Health’s Diabetes Sup-
port Group meets 10-11 a.m. May 
21 in Conference Room A at Paris 
Community Hospital. Attendees 
are welcome to bring their families 
and friends. The featured speaker 
is a representative from the 
Human Resources Center of Edgar 
and Clark Counties (HRC). For 
more information, contact Leighsa 
Cornwell, 217-466-4228, or LCorn-
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CHOCOLATE SALE MAY 22-23
The Paris Community Hospital Volunteers are having a two-day 
chocolate sale 9 a.m.-3 p.m. May 22 and May 23 near the Paris 
Clinic rotunda entrance. The sale offers nearly 65 varieties of 
gourmet chocolates and snacks. Other items include award-win-
ning salsas, hot sauces, jams, jellies, relishes and preserves 
made by Kathy’s Kitchen. Chocolate sales support the efforts of 
the PCH Volunteers, in providing financial assistance to hospital 
projects and awarding scholarships to area students pursuing 
healthcare careers.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

88   68
Prec: 0%

78   53
Prec: 70%

68   50
Prec: 0%

76   63
Prec: 40%

83   64
Prec: 0%

81   62
Prec: 30%

85   67
Prec: 0%

TODAY — A breezy and summer-like day 
with highs in the upper 80s under mostly 
sunny skies.

SUNDAY — Mostly cloudy and breezy with 
showers and thunderstorms and highs 
closer to average in the upper 70s.

MONDAY — Highs cool back down into the 
upper 60s under mostly sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:34 a.m. 8:01 p.m. 7:56 p.m. 5:41 a.m.

FRIDAY 5:33 a.m. 8:02 p.m. 9:01 p.m. 6:18 a.m.

SATURDAY 5:33 a.m. 8:03 p.m. 10:03 p.m. 7:01 a.m.

SUNDAY 5:32 a.m. 8:04 p.m. 10:59 p.m. 7:48 a.m.

MONDAY 5:31 a.m. 8:04 p.m. 11:48 p.m. 8:39 a.m.

TUESDAY 5:30 a.m. 8:05 p.m. -- 9:34 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:30 a.m. 8:06 p.m. 12:31 a.m. 10:30 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74°/54°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91° in 1964
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33° in 1925

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.65”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.69”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18.31”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.43”

NORMAL:    High: 74   Low: 54     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
EVERETT LAU

Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The Prai-
rie Press/Paris Beacon-News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US
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Ave., Paris, IL  61944
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Advertising: Nancy Zeman/
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Mary Beth Walls
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 

Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

The Prairie Press is published  
weekly on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered to 
residents in and around Edgar 
County, Clark County, Douglas 
County, Vermilion County and 
Coles County, Ill. The publisher 
assumes no liability through 
typographical error, and in no 
event will liability be assumed for 
merchandise incorrectly priced. 

 Postmaster please send 
address changes to The Prairie 
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Copyright 2019 by Prairie 
Beacon LLC. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in part 
without written permission is 
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BOOK SIGNING
Jeanette Levellie and co-author 
Beth Gormong will sign copies of 
their new book, “Hello Beautiful,” 
and talk with readers at Paris 
Public Library from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
May 21. Books will be available 
for purchase at that time.

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

PHS BACCALAUREATE
A baccalaureate service for the 
Paris High School Class of 2019 
is 7 p.m. May 21 at the First Unit-

ed Methodist Church. The public 
is invited to attend the service for 
the students.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

CLARK COUNTY BICENTENNIAL
The Clark County Historical 
Society observes the county’s 
bicentennial with a special panel 
discussion 6:30 p.m. Feb. 28 in the 
Dale McConchie meeting room at 
the Marshall Public Library. The 
program includes information 
about the county’s formation in 
1819, facts from Clark County 
history and early settlements.

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Music in the Park features The 
71 Band playing music from the 
’60s 6:30 p.m. May 23 at Spicer 
Pavilion in Twin Lakes Park. 

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The weekly VFW Auxiliary dinner 

is 5-7 p.m. at the post home on 
West Court Street. This week’s 
menu is country-fried steak with 
a white or wheat roll, mashed 
potatoes with white gravy and 
lima beans or stewed apples. The 
cost is $5. Drinks are 50 cents 
and dessert is $1.

FRIDAY

OAKLAND GRADUATION
The Oakland High School com-
mencement is 7 p.m.  May 24 in 
the school gym.

PARIS GRADUATION
The Paris High School commence-
ment is 7 p.m.  May 24 in the 
school gym.

UPCOMING

BROCTON SPRING FESTIVAL
The Brocton Spring Festival is 
May 31, June 1 and June 2 fea-
turing food, parade, bingo, Jonah 
Fish Fry, games, gospel sing, 
horse show and other events.

FREE CONCERT
Clark County native Dan Jayne 
is performing a free country 
music concert 6 p.m. May 25 at 
the Linn Park Amphitheater in 
Martinsville. Audience members 
should bring their own seating. 
A food stand will be open for the 
purchase of food.

MEMORIAL DAY PROGRAM
The Chrisman American Legion 
Memorial Day service 11 a.m. May 
27 in the city park.

OPEN HOUSE
Horizon Health is having an open 
house for the new rehabilitation 
building on the hospital campus 
4-6 p.m. May 28.

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Music in the Park features The Back 
Home Band playing country and 
classic rock 6:30 p.m. May 30 at 
Spicer Pavilion in Twin Lakes Park.

SAFE SITTER CLASS
Horizon Health is offering a Safe 
Sitter class 8:30 a.m.-11 p.m. June 
10 in Conference Room D at Paris 
Community Hospital. This course 
for boys and girls ages 11-13 is a 
nationally recognized class that 
provides babysitters with basic 
lifesaving techniques so they are 
prepared to act in a crisis. The class 
provides tips on safety and security 
precautions, facts about child 
development and age-appropriate 
activities and explains the business 
aspects of babysitting. Other bene-
fits include enhanced self-esteem, 
introductory employment skills, 
personal safety, and other life skills. 
The $35 fee covers materials and 
lunch. The registration deadline 
is May 31 and the class size is 
limited. More information about 
registration is available by calling  
217-466-4228.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

What can you 
expect with a home 
loan from First Mid? 
•  EASE OF APPLYING ONLINE! 

•  VARIETY OF FINANCING OPTIONS

•  Personal service from a LOCAL 
KNOWLEDGEABLE LENDER.

Visit our Online
Mortgage Center at 
FIRSTMID.COM

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

Grilled Tenderloin  $3.75

309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL  • (217) 465-5812

3 Specials, Fries & Drink  $5.50

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:
Tropical Pineapple

Specials start Sunday
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Residential • Commercial    
Industrial • Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     
www.ingrumwastedisposal.com
“Where service makes the difference” 

IWD & KMB Waste are proud to continue to be PERK Champions!  
PERK - People Encouraging Remarkable Kids!!!

Spin 

211 N. Jefferson, Paris

217-465-6018
OPEN 

5 a.m. - 9 p.m. Daily

Drop off Dry Cleaning service has ended.  
If you previously dropped off dry cleaning, 

please come pick it up.
The wash, dry and fold service has also ended. 

If you dropped off clothes this week, they will be 
returned by 4 p.m. on Monday, May 20.

ALL ITEMS MUST BE PICKED UP BY MAY 31
We’re not closing, we’re improving to serve 
you better.  Thanks you for your support!

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@praririepress.net

ROCKVILLE, Ind. – A 
couple of Paris men are fac-
ing felony burglary charges in 
Parke County, Ind.

Joshua Lankster, 40, and 
Trevor Henke, 36, were ar-
rested May 10 following a 
burglary investigation of 
storage units at Lyford, Ind. 
When deputies approached 
the scene, the two men fled 
on foot into a wooded area.

Vermillion County depu-
ties later found the pair walk-
ing near the Illinois-Indiana 
state line and placed them un-
der arrest. Lankster and Hen-
ke were transported to the 
Parke County Jail where they 

are being held on $15,000 
bond.

Both defendants have long 
criminal histories in Edgar 
County and are well known 
to local law enforcement.

Lankster has a 2001 Class 2 
felony robbery conviction in 
Edgar County, plus these un-
resolved felony charges from 
2016 and 2017: Class 2 felony 
burglary, Class 2 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine, 
Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine and a 
Class 4 felony possession of 
burglary tools.

Henke’s Edgar County 
criminal record includes a 
1999 Class 2 felony burglary 
conviction, a 1999 Class 4 

criminal damage to property 
conviction for which his pro-
bation was revoked and he 
received a prison sentence, a 
2001 Class 4 obstruction of 
justice conviction for which 
his probation revoked and he 
received a prison sentence, a 
2003 Class 4 felony posses-
sion of controlled substance 
that resulted in a prison sen-
tence and a 2007 Class 2 ag-
gravated domestic battery 
conviction that resulted in a 
prison sentence.

In addition, Henke has an 
unresolved case from 2018 
with a Class 3 possession 
of methamphetamine and a 
Class 4 obstruction of justice 
charges.

Paris men arrested for Indiana burglaries

Suzanne Williams/The Prairie Press

Grace Hammond added a bit of whimsy to the Kansas High Grad-
uation Friday, May 17.

Solarize East Central Illi-
nois is a program that gives 
interested property owners 
an opportunity to invest in 
high-quality renewable en-
ergy solar installations with 
savings on installation cost 
through the power of vol-
ume purchasing.

Lake Land College, Eff-
ingham Recycles, Effing-
ham’s Impact 2030, Coles 
Progressives, the Charles-
ton Huddle and the Mid-
west Renewable Energy 
Association (MREA) have 
come together to spon-
sor the bulk solar group 
purchase program for 
residents and businesses 
located anywhere within 
the Lake Land College 
District boundaries. This 
covers an area including 
all or a majority of Coles, 
Cumberland, Effingham, 
Shelby, Moultrie, Fayette, 
Edgar and Clark counties, 
as well as portions of sever-
al other counties. The City 
of Charleston endorses 
Solarize East Central IL, 
and other municipal en-
dorsements are pending. 

“This is the chance to do 
renewable energy right,” 
said Joe Tillman, Renew-
able Energy Instructor and 
Program Coordinator at 
Lake Land College.

Over the next few 
months, members of the 
public may attend any of 
the free, no-obligation, 
one-hour long informa-
tion sessions provided by 
MREA and Lake Land 
College. 

These “Solar Power 
Hours” are scheduled at 
various locations through-
out the Lake Land College 
district and will provide 
interested people with in-
formation about how this 
solar group buy works, 
what is involved in a solar 
installation, how it inte-
grates with their current 
electric provider, what 
they might expect as a typ-
ical cost, what incentives 

Initiative will bring solar power to 
east central Illinois landowners

and rebates are available, 
how long it might take for 
the system to pay for itself 
and more. Attendees of Solar 
Power Hours may sign up for 
a free evaluation of their site 
and estimate of cost for their 
installation. 

People may also sign up for 
a free evaluation and estimate, 
as well as program updates, on 
the website SolarizeEastCen-
tralIL.com. 

The program is adminis-
tered by the Midwest Renew-
able Energy Association at no 
cost to the community. This 
type of program has been 
successful in other jurisdic-
tions in Illinois, Iowa and 
Wisconsin, as seen in Cham-
paign-Urbana, Blooming-
ton-Normal, the Metro-East 
area of St. Louis and Milwau-
kee, Cedar Rapids and else-
where. 

“Over the past several years 
we have helped educate thou-
sands of property owners all 
over the Midwest about so-
lar,” said Peter Murphy, Solar 
Program Manager for MREA. 
“There’s a huge demand for 
information about solar, and 
folks are learning that it’s no 
longer an inaccessible tech-
nology of the future, but rath-
er it’s affordable and available 
to them right now.”

The Solar Power Hours 
currently scheduled are as 

follows with more presenta-
tions coming soon:
May 16, 5:30-6:30 p.m., 

Effingham Public Library, 200 
N. 3rd Street.
May 19, 2-3 p.m. Charles-

ton Carnegie Public Library, 
6th Street and Van Buren Av-
enue.  
May 30, 6:30-7:30 p.m., 

Paris Carnegie Public Library, 
207 S. Main.
June 3, 6-7 p.m., Village 

Wine and Gifts, 109 S. Banker 
St., Effingham.
June 5, 6-7 p.m., EJ Water 

– Dieterich, 108 S. Main St, 
Dieterich.
June 6, 6-7 p.m., Sarah 

Bush Lincoln Health Center 
– Lincoln Room, 1000 Health 
Center Drive, Mattoon.
June 12, 6:30-7:30 p.m., 

Effingham Public Library, 200 
N. 3rd Street.  
June 19, 6:30-7:30 p.m., 

Titus Memorial Library, 2 W. 
Water St, Sullivan.  
July 8, 6:30-7:30 p.m., 

Neal Center YMCA, 130 
Courthouse Square, Toledo. 
July 10, 6:30-7:30 p.m., 

Effingham Public Library, 200 
North 3rd Street.
July 14, 2-3 p.m., Charles-

ton Carnegie Public Library, 
6th Street and Van Buren Av-
enue.  
Aug. 2, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Shelbyville Public Library, 
154 N. Broadway Street.  

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

NEWMAN – The Hon-
est Abe Insurance agency at 
Newman has new owners.

Patrick and Jaye Snyder 
Sanstrom of Newman and 
Jeff Oetting of Charleston are 
the new agency owners. The 
acquisition occurred March 1. 

Honest Abe is an indepen-
dent agency offering clients 
a large variety of insurance 
services including all types of 
home, auto, business, farm, 
crop, health and life insurance. 
Financial planning is another 
service available through the 
agency. 

Jaye Sanstrom has been 
writing and servicing a vari-
ety of policies since the agen-
cy began two years ago. She is 
a licensed property and casu-
alty producer for Illinois and 
Indiana and was instrumental 
in the agency’s start-up and 
manages the financials for 
the business. The Sanstroms 
operate a successful trucking 
business, farm and raise their 
two children in the Newman 
community.  

As a licensed producer 
since 1993, Oetting brings 
both insurance experience 
and industry insight to the 

agency. He owns Bob Oetting 
& Associates in Charleston 
as well as offices in Paris and 
Neoga. Oetting & Associates 
specialize in supporting agen-
cies in rural towns. 

Honest Abe’s team of 
agents include Jaye Sanstrom, 
Lindsey Nolen Grafton, Jim 

Allen, and Michael Black, 
with Laurie Holmes and Shir-
ley Sy as customer service rep-
resentatives. 

The new owners pledged to 
continue being active in and 
supportive of Newman and 
the surrounding communi-
ties. 

Special to The Prairie Press

The new owners of the Honest Abe Insurance Agency in Newman 
are: seated, Jaye Sanstrom; standing, left to right, Jeff Oetting 
and Pat Sanstrom.

Newman agency is sold

Con-grad-ulations, Kansas
BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com 

KANSAS - Twenty-one 
graduating seniors gathered in 
the Kansas gymnasium Friday 
May 17 to celebrate their high 
school commencement with 
family and close friends. 

In the opening remarks, 
graduating senior Ivy Shanks 
asked the large audience to 
join the class in prayer and 
prayed, “We ask you to help 
guide us through the rest of 
our lives…And continue to 
look over us.”

Madison Fulk delivered 
the welcome speech followed 
by the presentation of awards 
and scholarships delivered 
by school board members, 
school principal Cindy Spen-
cer and various community 
leaders.

Valedictorian Olivia Alli-
son delivered an emotional 
speech.   “I would like to first 
thank everyone who is here 
today to celebrate our accom-
plishments...We made it,” she 
said. “We are finally graduat-
ing.” 

Allison’s speech went down 
memory lane and she recalled 
being young students in the 

Suzanne Williams/The Prairie Press

Kansas High School graduation was Friday, May 17. Valedictorian Olivia Allison, left, and salutato-
rian Grace Burnside, right, led the 2019 graduating class in academics.

PARIS HIGH SCHOOL GRAD PARADE

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Graduating Paris High School seniors walk the halls at Memorial School in their caps and gowns 
Friday, May 17. They also did the same at Carolyn Wenz and Memorial schools.

small school. 
“Over the past 12 years we 

have had fellow classmates 
both join us and leave us,” 
she said. “We have been given 
the opportunity to leave high 
school with a well rounded 
education and knowledge for 
our next steps in life.”

Then in a light-hearted way 
she added, “We have also 
learned how to procrastinate, 
skip class and have fun.”

Allison concluded with a 
message for her classmates, 
“Congratulations. I wish each 
and every one of you success 
in whatever you pursue.”

Grace Burnside delivered 
the salutatorian speech. She 
thanked those in the audience 
for supporting the graduating 
class of 2019 and helping the 
class celebrate its final hours as 
seniors. 

“God has a plan for all of 

us,” said Burnside. “Some may 
be big and some may be small, 
but each is equally as import-
ant as the next,” 

Burnside shared specific 
memories with her fellow 
graduating students, saying, “I 
am very grateful for the time 
we have all spent together….
God has a plan for each and 
everyone of you.”

Teacher Michael Lowery 
delivered the class of 2019 ad-

dress before the awarding of 
diplomas presented by school 
board of education president 
Mark Eskew and secretary 
Britta Baker. The senior class 
then presented flowers to 
those who have touched their 
young lives accompanied by 
the song “Five More Minutes” 

by country artist Scott Mc-
Creery.

Before closing remarks by 
Maiya Eskew, a slide presenta-
tion featuring the graduating 
seniors was shared with the 
audience followed by the class 
recessional to “I’ll Be There 
For You,” by the Rembrandts. 
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Advertise your sale on Facebook, 
on a map and in our classifieds.

COST: $20
Includes our garage sale kit!

DEADLINE: 
5 p.m. on Wednesday, May 29  

The Great Garage Sale 
Day Special

Look for your copy on 
Saturday, June 1 in The Prairie Press

Community

GARAGE SALE
June 7-8

101 N. Central Ave.  •  Paris, IL   •  217-921-3216
www.prairiepress.net

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS  
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Failing to comply with a 
probation sentence has earned 
Daniel B. Young a four-year 
stay in prison.

Young, 33, Paris, appeared in 
custody for the May 6 criminal 
and traffic call in Edgar County 
Circuit Court and was resen-
tenced after his original pro-
bation sentence was revoked 
for a Class 1 felony possession 
of methamphetamine convic-
tion. Pursuant to the agreed 
sentence he received four years 
in the Illinois Department of 
corrections with credit for 78 
days previously served and or-
dered to pay all prior financial 
obligations. 

In another matter, Young ad-
mitted a petition to revoke his 
conditional discharge sentence 
for a Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery conviction and 
was resentenced to 120 days in 
jail subject to the court’s discre-
tion, two years of conditional 

discharge and ordered to pay 
all previous financial obliga-
tions. 

In exchange for the two 
guilty pleas, the state dismissed 
a Class 4 felony criminal tres-
passing charge. His oral mo-
tion to be released on a fur-
lough was denied, and he was 
remanded to custody pending 
transport to the Illinois De-
partment of Corrections. 

Other individuals appearing 
before the bench for the May 6 
and May 9 criminal and traffic 
calls included:

IN CUSTODY
nDouglas A. Cordell, 40, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 4 fel-
ony criminal damage to gov-
ernment supported property, a 
Class A misdemeanor resisting 
a police officer and a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct. He told the court he will 

Young prison-bound after probation violation
hire an attorney and bond was 
set at $7,500. The matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing, and he was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nDallas Lance DeWeese, 

32, Paris, appeared in custody. 
A motion to reduce bond was 
filed for his unresolved Class 
2 felony aggravated domestic 
battery, a Class A misdemean-
or domestic battery and a Class 
A misdemeanor interfering 
with the reporting of domestic 
violence charges. The motion 
was continued for a hearing. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nTyge A. Hissem, 26, Ur-

bana, appeared in custody and 
admitted a petition to revoke 
his probation sentence for a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine convic-
tion. In another case, Hissem 
pleaded guilty to a Class 3 felo-
ny possession of methamphet-
amine charge. A presentencing 
investigation was ordered and 
the matters were continued 
for the sentencing hearing. 
In exchange for the pleas, the 
state dismissed a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of a hy-
podermic syringe charge. His-
sem was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nBradley J. Latch, 30, Paris, 

appeared in custody and en-
tered a negotiated guilty plea 
to a Class 4 felony criminal 
trespassing charge. He was sen-
tenced to 150 days in jail with 
75 days to be served as elec-
tronic home confinement and 
credit for six days previously 
served and the remaining 75 
days are subject to the court’s 
discretion, two years of proba-
tion, a $500 fine, court costs 
and various state fees. In ex-
change for the guilty plea, the 
state dismissed a Class A mis-
demeanor criminal trespassing 
and a Class C misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct charges. 

In another matter, Latch 
pleaded guilty to a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine and a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery 
charges. In the felony, he was 
sentenced to 150 days in jail 

with credit for 50 days previ-
ously served and the remaining 
time is subject to the court’s 
discretion, two years of first 
offender probation, 10 hours 
of community service work, a 
$500 fine, court costs, various 
state fees and forfeiture of all 
items seized at the time of his 
arrest. 

In the misdemeanor case, 
Latch was sentenced to 150 
days in jail with credit for 50 
days previously served and 
the balance of jail time subject 
to the court’s discretion,18 
months of conditional dis-
charge to run concurrent to the 
other case, a $300 fine, court 
costs, various state fees, an or-
der to obtain counseling per 
an evaluation and a no-contact 
order with the apparent victim.
nThe state dismissed a 

Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. 
Latch was remanded to custo-
dy to begin his electronic home 
monitoring.
nRyan L. Littleton, 25, 

Paris, appeared in custody. He 
was charged with a Class 4 fel-
ony possession of a controlled 
substance. The public defender 
was appointed and bond was 
set at $5,000. The matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing and Littleton was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nThomas D. Martin, 55, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 2 fel-
ony burglary and a Class B mis-
demeanor criminal trespassing 
to real property. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. Bond was 
set at $15,000, and Martin was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nStephen L. Miller, 32, Par-

is, appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class 2 felony 
burglary and a Class B misde-
meanor criminal trespassing 
to land. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for the prelim-
inary hearing. Bond was set 
at $25,000, and Miller was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDale L. Porter II, 39, Par-

is, appeared in custody. He 
was charged with a Class 4 
felony domestic battery with 
prior convictions. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel. 
Bond was set at $5,000 with 
an order prohibiting contact 
with the apparent victim or 
the victim’s residence. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.

In another matter, Porter’s 
unresolved Class 3 felony theft 
and a Class 4 felony unlawful 
possession of an identification 
card of another person case 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond. 
nJalen R. Scroggins, 20, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 2 fel-
ony burglary, a Class A misde-
meanor criminal trespassing 
to real property, a Class A mis-

demeanor theft and a Class A 
misdemeanor criminal damage 
to property. The public defend-
er was appointed and the mat-
ter was continued for the pre-
liminary hearing. Scroggins’ 
oral request for a reduced bond 
was denied. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nChristopher L. Walker, 30, 

Paris, appeared in custody for 
missing a previous court ap-
pearance. The public defender 
was assigned to represent him 
in an unresolved Class A misde-
meanor criminal sexual abuse 
charge. The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
Walker was remanded to cus-
tody pending posting of bond.

CHARGES
nTina Booher, 34, Paris, 

was presented with a petition 
to revoke her probation sen-
tence for a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
conviction. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
nLacy L. Eason, 34, Chris-

man, was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of a 
hypodermic syringe. The pub-
lic defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing.
nRoxanne M. Rigdon, 37, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia. She waived 
the right to be represented by 
an attorney. The matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing.
nAmber L. Furry Vice, 41, 

Paris, was charged with and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class B mis-
demeanor speeding. The pub-
lic defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nRyan W. Wells, 35, Paris, 

was charged and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to two counts of a Class C mis-
demeanor disorderly conduct. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and a pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled.

GUILTY PLEAS
nRonnie L. Johnson, 34, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license charge. He 
was sentenced to one year of 
conditional discharge, 100 
hours of community service 
work, court costs and various 
state fees.
nBenjamin Russell Payne 

Jr., 27, Clinton, Ind., pleaded 
guilty to a Class A misdemean-
or illegal flashing lights. He 
was sentenced to 18 months of 
court supervision, a $300 fine, 
40 hours of community service 
work, court costs and various 
state fees. He must also forfeit 
items seized at the time of his 
arrest.
nNathaniel E. Schumacher, 

22, Paris, admitted a petition to 
revoke his probation sentence 
for a Class 3 felony possession 

of methamphetamine convic-
tion. A presentencing investi-
gation was ordered. The matter 
was continued for the sentenc-
ing hearing.
nStacey L. Thomason, 26, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license charge. She 
was sentenced to one year of 
conditional discharge, a $300 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nThomas F. Barnes, 37, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor aggravated 
assault. The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference.
nDevon L. DeWeese, 18, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor retail theft, a 
Class A misdemeanor domes-
tic battery, a Class A misde-
meanor resisting a police offi-
cer and a Class A misdemeanor 
illegal consumption of alcohol 
by a minor charges. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled.
nCarrie L. Livvix, 21, 

Chrisman, denied a petition to 
revoke her probation sentence 
for a Class 4 felony possession 
of a controlled substance con-
viction. The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
nDylan Poland, 19, Mar-

shall, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia charges. 
The matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nAustin M. White, 19, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class A 
misdemeanor illegal consump-
tion of alcohol by a minor 
charge. The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference.

OTHER MATTERS
nHeather D. Johnson, 43, 

Paris, learned the state with-
drew a petition to revoke her 
conditional discharge sentence 
for a Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a suspended li-
cense conviction. The case was 
closed.
nJustin D. Robison, 30, 

Kansas, was found to have vi-
olated his probation sentence 
for a Class 2 felony burglary 
conviction. A presentencing 
investigation was ordered. The 
matter was continued for the 
sentencing hearing.
nJacob K. Wernz, 27, Mar-

shall, learned the court im-
posed a 12-day jail sentence 
with work release attached to 
his Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of a hypodermic sy-
ringe conviction.  

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered pre-

pared when the following in-
dividuals failed to answer the 
court call: Isiah J. Bibb, 32, 
Danville; Lasha M. Hillyer, 
34, Paris; Tracy E. Luster, 48, 
Brocton; Dillon  R. Manhart, 
21, Oblong; Billie C. Miller, 
28, Bloomfield, Ind.; Amea L. 
Morecraft, 37, Paris; and Eric 
D. Paige, 27, Paris.

OBITUARIES

COURT

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

VIGO COUNTY, Ind.  
— A judged has sentenced 
an Edgar County man for 
his part in the robbery of a 
disabled Vietnam War vet-
eran.

Judge John Roach sen-
tenced Dereck Worthington 
to 25 years in prison.

In late March, Worth-
ington pleaded guilty to 
robbery resulting in bodily 
injury.

He testified that his 
co-defendant, Jon Marshall, 
owed him money and the 
two hatched a plan to rob 
Marshall's stepfather. The 
state alleges Worthington 
and Marshall taped the vic-
tim to a chair and cut the 
line to his oxygen tank. 

It took the victim several 
hours to work himself free, 
and he agreed to the plea 
agreement.

In return for Worthing-
ton’s guilty plea, charges 
of attempted murder and 
criminal confinement were 
dropped.

Worthington 
sentenced in 
Indiana

ANN NAVE 
MARTINSVILLE – An-

netta “Ann” Marie Wolfe 
Nave, 77, of rural Martins-
ville, passed away Tuesday, 
May 14, 2019, at Burnsides 
Community Health Care, 
Marshall. 

A funeral service is noon 
today, May 18, at Greenwell 
Funeral Home, with Brother 
Randy Nave and Brother Art 
Orndorff officiating. Burial 

MARY ANN BROWN
Mary Ann Brown, 79 of 

Paris, passed away at 8:50 
a.m. Friday, May 5, 2019 at 
Paris Community Hospital/
Horizon Health.

Following cremation, a 
graveside service is 10 a.m. 

CATHERINE BAKER 
WESTFIELD – Mary Cath-

erine Baker, 104, passed away 
May 14, 2019, at Friendship 

Village, Scha-
umburg.  

A funeral 
service was 
2:30 p.m. 
Friday, May 
17, at West-
field Baptist 
Church, with 

BAKER

follows in Olive Branch 
Cemetery. Visitation is 
from 10 a.m. until the ser-
vice time today at the fu-
neral home.

Memorial donations 
may be made to the Mar-
tinsville Agricultural Fair 
Association.  

More information and 
online condolences at 
www.markwellfuneral-
home.com.  

the Revs. Eddie Hammond 
and Brian Wilson offici-
ating. Burial followed in 
Maple Hill Cemetery. Visi-
tation was from 12:30 p.m. 
until the service time Friday 
at the church. Markwell Fu-
neral Home was in charge of 
the arrangements.

More information and 
online condolences at 
www.markwellfuneral-
home.com. 

Wednesday, May 22, at Ed-
gar Cemetery.  Stewart and 
Carroll Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements.

A full obituary for Mrs. 
Brown appeared in the 
May 11 issue of The Prai-
rie Press.
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Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street     •     Paris, IL 61944     •     (217) 465-6311

Memorial Flag Program
As Memorial Day approaches, our thoughts turn to those who 

have given so much to our country by serving in the 
United States Armed Forces.  

Memorial Day is a day to give thanks to all veterans, and to 
remember those veterans who have gone before us.   

Stewart and Carroll Funeral Home initiated the Memorial Flag 
Program to honor those veterans.   We will be giving American 

flags to veteran’s family  members to be placed 
on their loved one’s grave.

 Please stop by Stewart and Carroll Funeral Home May 20th 
through May 24th between the hours of 

8 am and 4 pm to receive your flag.

Memorial Flags are for families of all U.S. Veterans.   
*Limit one flag per veteran.*

Thomas D. Carroll, Director            Mark T. Anderson, Director

Stewart & Carroll Funeral Home

Sincerely Caring For Your Family’s Needs

303. E. Wood Street    •    Paris, IL 61944    •    (217) 465-6311

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

  Adams Mahogany

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager
SELECT UPRIGHTS ON SALE UNTIL MAY 31

Monday - Friday 9am-6pm,
Saturday 9am - 5pm, Sunday 12-5

812-232-7456 / 812-466-9992
2355 3rd Ave., Terre Haute

New
Furniture 
Arrivals 
Daily!

Spring Fever Sale

For Life
's

BIGMoments
 

WE'RE IN THE GAME WITH LEADING LOAN RATES!

APPLY NOW ONLINE AT BANKPROSPECT.COM

877.465.4154

APPLY 
TODAY

JOHNNY TOMLINSON
Johnny A. Tomlinson, 48 

of Paris, passed away at 5:48 
p.m. Sunday, May 12, 2019, at 

I.U. Medical 
Center, Indi-
anapolis, Ind.  

Following 
c r e m a t i o n , 
a memorial 
service is 2 
p.m. Friday, 
May 24, at 

Stewart and Carroll Funer-
al Home. Burial is in Edgar 
Cemetery. Memorial visita-
tion is one hour prior to the 
service.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to Oliver United 
Methodist Church.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneral-
home.com.

TOMLINSON

SHARON RYAN
MARSHALL – Sharon R. 

Ryan, 74, of Marshall, passed 
away at 4:27 p.m. Monday, 

May 13, at 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

A service 
h o n o r i n g 
her life was 2 
p.m. Friday, 
May 17, at 

Pearce Funeral Home, with 
Pastor Stacy Tomich offici-
ating. Burial was in Marshall 
Cemetery. Visitation was 
from noon until the service 
time Friday at the funeral 
home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Marshall 
Cemetery Association. 

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. p e a r c e f u n e r a l s e r -
vices.com.

RYAN

DOROTHY ROGERS
CHRISMAN – Dorothy S. 

Rogers, 92, passed away Tues-
day, May 14, 2019, at Horizon 
Health, Paris.

A celebration of life service 
was 1 p.m., Friday, May 17, at 
First Baptist Church of Chris-
man, with Pastor Ken Craw-
ford officiating. Burial followed 
in the Cherry Point Cemetery. 
Visitation was from 11 a.m. 
until the service time Friday 
at the church. Krabel Funeral 
Home was in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Mrs. Rogers was born July 
12, 1926, at Chrisman, the 
daughter of Chester and Win-
ifred Hoult Slemmons. She 
married Richard H. Rogers 
Aug. 26, 1951, and he preced-

ed her in death.  
She is survived by her sister, 

Miriam Slemmons, of Hous-
ton Texas; two sons, George 
(Carol) Rogers, of Naples, 
Fla., and Steve (Terri) Rogers 
of Chrisman; five grandchil-
dren, Christine (Scott) Dierk-
er, Laura Rogers, Ben (Linda) 
Rogers, Levi (Rita) Rogers and 
John (Katie) Rogers; and nine 
great-grandchildren Max, Sam 
and Nora Dierker, Casen and 
Stevan Rogers, Wynn and Mae 
Rogers and Elias and Hazel 
Rogers.  

Mrs. Rogers was a gradu-
ate of Chrisman High School 
and Purdue University where 
she was a life loyal member of 
Alpha Chi Omega. She taught 
school for two years in Knight-

stown, Ind., before returning to 
Chrisman.  

She was a lifelong member 
of the First Baptist Church 
of Chrisman and was also a 
member of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution and 
the Priscilla Club. She served 
as chairman of the Chrisman 
Centennial Celebration in 
1972. 

Mrs. Rogers had a passion 
for travel and enjoyed many 
years as a private pilot.  Her 
greatest pleasure was spending 
time with her family.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the First Baptist 
Church of Chrisman, 308 East 
Madison, or a charity of choice. 

Online condolences at www.
krabelfuneralhome.com.

MARTHA PRICE
Martha L. Price, 85, of Par-

is, passed away at 9:45 a.m. 
Thursday, May 9, 2019, at 

Twin Lakes 
Rehab and 
Healthcare.

A cele-
bration of 
life service 
was 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, PRICE

GENE MILLER
CHRISMAN – Alvie Eu-

gene “Gene” Miller, 74, of 
Hume, passed away Thursday, 

May 9, 2019, 
surrounded 
by his family 
at home.

A funeral 
service was 1 
p.m. Wednes-
day, May 15, 
at Krabel Fu-

neral Home. Burial followed in 
Young America Cemetery. Vis-
itation was from 11 a.m. until 
the service time Wednesday at 
the funeral home.  

Mr. Miller was born April 27, 
1945, at Crawfordsville, Ind., 
the son of the late Alvie Orville 
and Mildred Louise Willhite 
Miller. He married Patty Jane 
Anglen Dec. 16, 1964, and they 
enjoyed 54 years together. She 
survives.

He is also survived by his 
six children, Cathy (Keith) 
Smith of Paris, Scott (Char-
lotte) Miller of Georgetown, 
Debbie (Mark) Hays of 
Hume, Christina (Troy) Eads 
of Hume, Tim (Kayla) Mill-
er of Chrisman and David 
(Charles) Miller of Naples, 
Fla.; two brothers, Tom Miller 
of Brazil, Ind., and Walt Mill-
er of Danville; three sisters, 
Patricia (Bill) Priest of Til-
ton, Irene (Chuck) Mercer of 
Oakwood and Betty (Lonnie) 
Duprey of Vermilion Grove; 
11 grandchildren; and seven 
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by 
two brothers, Kenny and Gary.

Mr. Miller was a member of 
the Hume Christian Church 
and enjoyed auctions and play-
ing bingo. He loved Miller Rac-
ing, car shows and his trucks. 
Most of all, he loved spending 
time and sharing a drink with 
his family and friends.

Online condolences at www.
krabelfuneralhome.com. 

MILLER

BYRON LIVENGOOD
RIDGE FARM – Byron 

Nelson “Bud” Livengood, 96, 
of Ridge Farm, passed away 

Monday, May 
13, 2019, at 
his home. 

A funer-
al service is 
noon Mon-
day, May 20, 
at the Ridge 
Farm Friends 
Church, with 
pastors Gary 
R o m o s e r 
and Joe and 

Melinda White officiating. 
Burial follows in Crown Hill 
Cemetery. Visitation is from 
11 a.m. until the service time 
Monday at the church. Krabel 
Funeral Home of Chrisman is 
in charge of the arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Ridge Farm 
Fire Department.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

LIVENGOOD

DAVID HUGG
David Allen Hugg, 66, of 

Paris, finished his journey on 
Earth at 7:50 p.m. Monday, 

May 13, 2019, 
at Pleasant 
Meadows Se-
nior Living, 
Chrisman.

A celebra-
tion of life ser-
vice was noon 
Friday, May 
17, at Temple-
ton Funeral 
Home. Burial 
followed in 

Franklin Cemetery, near Chris-
man. Visitation was from 10 
a.m. until the service time Fri-
day at the funeral home.

Mr. Hugg was born Aug. 2, 
1952, at Paris, the son of the 
late Charles and Jean Myers 
Hugg. He first married Vicki 
Johnson, and to this union were 
born two children, Mike (Tam-
my) Hugg of Lovington and 
Lisa Hugg (David Duchow) 
of Charleston. He later married 
Jean Freeze Newcomer Dec. 
8, 1990, at Henderson, Ky., 
and she survives. This union 

brought two more young ladies 
into his life, his wife’s daughters, 
Kelly (Dan) Lynch and Lori 
Young, both of Paris.

He is also survived by grand-
children and great-grandchil-
dren, Kayla (Dakota) Metcalf 
and their daughter, Charlee, of 
Eau Claire, Wis., Leah Hugg 
of Lovington, Lee William 
(Kim) Cottle of Redmon, Seth 
(Meghan) Berry and their chil-
dren, Layla, Simon and Deacon 
of Grainger, Ind., Alex (Molly) 
Berry and their daughter, Gem-
ma, of Decatur, Kelsey (Greg) 
Balch and their daughter, Mila, 
of Indianapolis, Ind., and Kas-
sady Merritt of Paris; sister-in-
law, Ann (the Rev. Doug) Blair 
of Henderson; brother-in-law, 
Bob Freeze of Terre Haute, 
Ind.; sister-in-law, Jackie Hugg 
of Terre Haute; several nieces 
and nephews; many wonderful 
friends; and his caregiver and 
best buddy for the last three 
months who was with him to 
the end, Mary June McCool of 
Georgetown. 

He was preceded in death 
by a brother, Donnie Hugg; a 
sister-in-law, Amy Freeze; and 

HUGG

BETTY GRIFFIN
Betty J. Griffin, 89, of Par-

is, passed away at 6:12 a.m. 
Wednesday, May 15, 2019, at 

Sugar Creek 
Alzheimer’s 
Special Care 
Center, Nor-
mal. She 
had worked 
at Citizens 
Bank, U.O. 
Colson & 

Company, Zenith Corpora-
tion and was a homemaker.  

A funeral service is 2 p.m. 
Monday, May 20, at Stewart 
and Carroll Funeral Home. 
Burial follows in Edgar Cem-
etery. Visitation is from noon 
until the service time Monday 
at the funeral home.

Mrs. Griffin was born Aug. 
13, 1929, at Paris, the daugh-
ter of the late Olaf and Ma-
rie Cox Drake. She married 
James H. Griffin June 30, 
1950, at Bell Ridge Christian 
Church, and he survives.  

Other survivors include 
her children, Virginia “Gin-
ny” ( Jerome) Stoeber of 

Bloomington and Wayne 
H. (Vickie) Griffin of Paris, 
a brother, Richard (Peggy) 
Drake of Paris; four grand-
children, Katie (Greg) Keller 
of Paris, Jennifer Stoeber of 
Normal, Andrew Stoeber of 
Mackinaw and Alycia (Chris) 
Elliott of Danville, Ind.; six 
great-grandchildren; two 
great-great-grandchildren, 
with one great-grandchild 
due in September and one 
great-great-grandchild due in 
November.  

She was preceded in death 
by one brother, Russell 
Drake; and one sister, Barbara 
Switzer.

Mrs. Griffin was a mem-
ber of Bell Ridge Christian 
Church, where she was a Sun-
day School teacher. She was 
also a member of the Asher 
Community Club.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Asher Com-
munity Club or Bell Ridge 
Christian Church.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

GRIFFIN

MATTHEW D’ARCY
WESTFIELD – Matthew 

Stephen D’Arcy, 28, of West-
field, passed away Saturday, 

May 11, 
2019. 

A service 
h o n o r i n g 
his life is 2 
p.m. today, 
May 18, at 
the West-
field United 

Methodist Church. Burial fol-
lows at the Maple Hill Ceme-
tery. Visitation is from noon 
until the service time today 
at the church. Pearce Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Autism Speaks, 
1060 State Road, Second 
Floor, Princeton, N.J. 08540. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefh@hotmail.com

D’ARCY

several other family members 
and friends.

Mr. Hugg was a graduate 
of Paris High School. He was 
proud to have served his coun-
try in the United States Navy. 
He played trumpet in high 
school and put this talent to use 
while in the Navy. 

He was involved with farm-
ing all of his life. He was a 
farmhand, worked at a fertilizer 
plant as a service man and was 
in management when he left to 
farm independently. 

Mr. Hugg was happiest when 
he was outside either working 
in the field or just being on his 
lawnmower doing the mowing 
in summer. He took up golf and 
enjoyed spending time with his 
buddies playing the local cours-
es.

 The family thanks the staffs 
of Pleasant Meadows Senior 
Living and Lincolnland Hos-
pice for the care given to Mr. 
Hugg. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to Antioch Faith Out-
reach Church of Paris.

Online condolences at www.
templetonfuneralhome.com.

May 15, at Templeton Funer-
al Home in Paris, with Pastor 
Joe Hanley officiating. Burial 
followed in Edgar Ceme-
tery. Visitation was from 10 
a.m. until the service time 
Wednesday at the funeral 
home. 

Additional information 
and online condolences at 
ww w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.



Last year shortly after graduation 
season was over, I wrote a column 
about etiquette at the Paris High 

School graduation.
Sometimes I’m 

surprised at what 
strikes a note with 
our readers — and 
this one certainly 
did. I received 
emails, letters and 
cards from local 
residents who — 
for the most part 
— agreed with 
me that the lack of 

decorum at PHS commencement 
was embarrasing.

Some people chalked up my 
remarks to that I was getting old — 
I am — while others believed I said 
what needed to be said.

I’ve been covering high school 
graduations in Edgar County since 
completing my freshman year at 
Indiana State University. I worked 
summers at the Beacon-News for 
the Jenison family and, like any 
good community paper, we wrote 
stories and took pictures of every 
graduation in the county as well as 
Oakland and Marshall.

When I lived in the South and 
worked in marketing with Chick-
fil-A, I attended graduations for 
both private and public schools in 
Georgia and Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
I like to think during my 44 years 
attending graduation exercises I’d 
seen it all.

Boy, was I wrong.
On Memorial Day weekend of 

2018, I attended two high school 
graduations for my great-nephews 
Hunter Cusick and Austin Curl. 
Hunter graduated from Paris High 
School while Austin graduated 
from West Dubuque High School 
in Epworth, Iowa.

The ceremonies could not have 
been more different.

Austin came home from high 
school with a letter detaling 
precisely what his attire should 
be under his robe — shirt and tie, 

dress pants and no sneakers. The 
list included how to behave during 
the ceremony. No food or soda was 
allowed in the large air-conditioned 
gym where the ceremony was held. 
Overflow seating was available 
in the school theater where the 
ceremony was broadcast on a large 
screen.

Like the Paris ceremony, the 
high school band played “Pomp 
and Circumstance” and a couple 
of other numbers. They weren’t as 
good as the PHS band.

The school’s teachers were saved 
seats on the floor behind the soon-
to-be graduates — no hoping that 
someone has taken a reserved sign 
off chairs or bleachers. The teachers 
led the processional into the gym.

Paris couldn’t have been more 
different.

First of all, I don’t think there’s 
anyone who can argue that I’ve not 
been supportive of the PHS band. 
I’ve traveled with it all over the 
country — including when present 
director Kevin Pruiett was in the 
band. I attend concerts. I buy band 
fruit, calendars, scented candles 
and Beef House rolls.

For the love of all that is holy, 
why do we need a concession stand 
at graduation? The answer is we 
don’t, and it’s embarrassing.

Somehow when I think of high 
school graduation, I don’t think 
of nachos, Pepsi, popcorn and 
other items usually available at the 
band concession stand. Yes, those 
attending have to get there early 
to get a good seat. Deal with it. Eat 
before you leave home or bring a 
snack bar or something with you.

If you want to sell something, 
have coolers of bottled water iced 
down at the front door and sell 
them for $1. Heck charge $2 if you 
want. Brand the water bottles if you 
want by putting Paris High School 
Band labels on them. But please, 
please, please do not sell nachos at 
graduation.

It’s just not the food, either. It’s 
people wandering around in the 

gym so they can be seen. It’s just 
not teenage or pre-teen girls with 
their phones in their hands walking 
around like they were attending a 
basketball game. It’s not a basket-
ball game. 

Last year, I counted nine times 
that a young adult got up and 
walked around the gym, changed 
seats, sat a while, then repeated the 
entire exercise. 

To be honest, all this walking 
around by young adults made me 
nervous. If you don’t know why, 
think about it. 

When it comes right down to 
it, the behavior at the annual May 
Fete is more appropriate than grad-
uation. I chalk that up to Jessica 
Blair being a teacher and taking 
control.

The people in charge of the Paris 
graduation have way too much on 
their plates already. I’m sure there 
are people in our community who 
would be happy to volunteer to 
help.

Before the Chrisman High 
School graduation each year, an 
announcement is made to remind 
those attending commencement is 
a dignified ceremony. There are ex-
temely rare occassions when some-
one whoops and hollers when their 
graduate walks across the stage to 
receive their diploma, but com-
monly all applause and enthusiastic 
cheering is held until the shifting 
of tassels. You can hear a pin drop 
when the CHS graduates enter the 
gym carrying lighted red lamps of 
knowledge. At Oakland, Kansas 
and Shiloh, graduates present roses 
to parents, grandparents, teachers 
and friends. There’s lots of emotion 
and tears because each graduate is 
embarking on a new journey.

I think we can send our Paris 
graduates off on their next adven-
ture — without nachos.

(Nancy Zeman is a part-owner 
and publisher of the Prairie Press who 
claims she bleeds orange and black. 
Email her at nzeman@prairiepress.
net.)
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If you listen closely to 
what Democratic state 
Reps. Sam Yingling and 

Jonathan 
Carroll 
are saying 
in public 
about 
their op-
position to 
Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker’s 
graduated 
income tax 
propos-
al, they 

appear to believe that 
Pritzker’s proposed tax 
rates aren’t high enough.

Yingling and Carroll are 
both demanding signifi-
cant property tax relief.

“In Illinois,” Yingling 
wrote in the Chicago 
Tribune last week, “the 
disproportionate reliance 
on and financial burden 
of property taxes to fund 
government — roads and 
bridges, education, police, 
fire and other essential 
services — is devastating.” 

“My constituents are 
concerned that their 
taxes will go up without 
essential property-tax 
relief,” Carroll was quoted 
as saying.

No sane person would 
argue that property taxes 
are too low in this state. 
Yingling didn’t mention 
school spending in his 
letter to the Tribune, but 
that’s by far the largest 
item in the local levies. 
And that’s why both 
Yingling and Carroll 
signed on to a resolution 
during the last General 
Assembly opposing a 
proposed shift of pension 
costs from the state to lo-
cal school districts, which 
would’ve driven up prop-
erty taxes much higher 
than they already were.

But unless a solution to 
this mess involves a Bruce 
Rauner-style elimination 
of collective bargaining 
rights for unions, or drastic 
cuts to school classrooms 
and to municipal opera-
tions (which both Yingling 
and Carroll would 
oppose), combined with 
a wholesale elimination 
of state mandates and 
sweeping forced district 
consolidations, then low-
ering property taxes right 
away will require lots more 
money from the state. And 
state money doesn’t grow 
on trees like it does at the 

PCOFA  
moving  
forward 

Paris 95 pilot program next year will allow all K-8 students to eat meals free

The oversight committee for the Paris Cen-
ter of Fine Arts  (PCOFA) wishes to thank 
you for your enthusiasm, patronage, support 

and community suggestions 
that resulted in an outstand-
ing performing arts season.

The PCOFA has just 
shared 10 spectacular and live 
entertainment professional 
shows for 2018-2019. Every 
performer entered that beau-
tiful facility with the word, 
“wow.” It never fails. They 
appreciate the gem and the 
promise this facility brings to 
our students, our community 

theater and to the professional performers 
entering the stage for the first time.

Changes this PCOFA season included 
branding with a new color scheme, new logo, 
new website and new tagline aptly stating, 
“Performances on the Prairie.” Our very own 
hometown girl, Larken Ogle Lech who does 
digital marketing in Nashville, designed all 
the branding and shared her generous talents.

Next, the PCOFA worked on strategic 
planning, doing tasks to plan and plot and 
act on our present resources and future goals 
to celebrate the arts, enrich the culture and 
allow for the opportunity of future growth. 
We have an ambitious mission adopted with 
the expertise of Trisha Vitale, another notable 
Paris visionary.

For those who have seen our posters in 
windows, that is the result of a dedicated, and 
another modest Paris lady, Alicia Hollis, who 
devoted time, miles driven and rolls of tape 
to help promote the PCOFA. Next time you 
are in the post office, just give her a fist bump 
of thanks. Her infectious laugh is worth your 
time. 

Businesses with their marquees highlight-
ing upcoming shows, restaurants welcoming 
ads on table tents, weekly sponsored ads 
by Steve and Faye Eitel in our local Prairie 
Press, pictures taken by Tom Lisella (is he not 
everywhere?), ECCEL students providing 
fresh marketing ideas, football players helping 
casts load in and load out their equipment, 
ushers at every show and the gratitude list of 
volunteers goes on.

Behind the scenes, there are those who are 
envisioning, beyond themselves, the grandeur 
of this destination we call the Paris Center of 

“Hunger can be found in your next 
door neighbor, your classmates and the 
most unlikely places. People often have 
stereotypes about hunger and who it 
affects, but until you open your eyes to 
the world around you, you may never 
see how serious of an issue this is.”

—Katie Stagliano

The Paris Union School District 
95 school board stepped off a ledge 
of sorts this past week when the 
board unanimously voted to provide 
free school meals to every pre-school 
through eighth grade students in the 
district.

Why a ledge you ask? Because 
the board of education and Paris 95 
Superintendent of Schools Jeremy 
Larson believe they can make free 
school meals for all work without the 
district losing a ton of money.

The Paris district has joined the 
Community Eligibility Provision 
(CEP) through the Illinois State 
Board of Education. CEP is a 
non-pricing meal service option 
for schools and school districts in 
low-income areas.

The district board is committed to 
a one-year pilot program for the free 
breakfast and lunch meals for every 
child attending Paris elementary and 
middle schools.

Larson admits it will take some 
work on the part of the district to 
improve participation numbers — 
particularly for breakfast — but he’s 
up for the challenge.

School lunch programs aren’t 
meant to make money for the 
district. Allowing our children to 
eat without a parent completing 
paperwork means no child should go 
hungry. 

Children should not be punished 
because of actions — or lack there-
of — by their parents or guardians. 
Some parents just don’t want to fill 
out the necessary paperwork for free 
and reduced lunches or feel it is an 
invasion of their privacy.

We’re confident Larson and the 
Paris school district will make this 
program work — like the Chrisman 
and Shiloh districts have.

Each of us can now smile because 
at least five days a week during the 
school year, children will have two 
nutritionally healthy meals.

No child should go hungry.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Feeding the children

It’s bad 
timing for 
Pritzker

Paris etiquette was held back last year

We welcome letters to the editor and guest columns. When submitting  a letter, please 
include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification purposes and 
limit it to 500 words. Columnists should demonstrate authority and knowledge of the 
topic (preferably of state and local interest) and make information-backed arguments. 
We reserve the right to edit letters or to not publish certain letters or guest columns. 
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Old friend
sought 
Editor, The Prairie Press:

I am looking for information regarding an 
old-friend named Janet Querry, who graduat-
ed from Paris High School in 1955.

Her mother Kate Querry worked at Leh-
man’s and her father was employed at the post 
office. She had a sister named Jane Querry.

Information about Janet Querry may be 
sent to merrygerry@yahoo.com.

Gerry Day McNelly

Trump did not lie about Va.
governor’s abortion statment
Editor, The Prairie Press:

Ms. Griffith’s letter of last week accuses 
President Trump of lying about what Virginia 
Governor Northam said in a radio interview.  
The president’s description was accurate as 
the governor said: “In this particular example, 
if a mother is in labor, I can tell you exactly 
what would happen. The infant would be 
delivered. The infant would be kept comfort-
able. The infant would be resuscitated if that’s 
what the mother and the family desired, and 
then a discussion would ensue between the 
physicians and the mother.”

What does, “resuscitated if that’s what the 
mother and the family desired,” mean other 
than that the doctor would allow the child to 
die if the family so wished.  What happened 
to the Hippocratic Oath of “First, do no 
harm,” that doctors once followed?  How is 
not saving a living child if saving it is possible 
not against the law and morality?  Have we 
joined the likes of Nazi Germany who execut-
ed every single Downs’ Syndrome, Cerebral 
Palsy or otherwise less than perfect individ-
ual?  What is happening to America?  We are 
one of three countries in the entire world that 
allow late term abortions.  The other two?  
China and North Korea.  We are keeping 
enlightened company, are we not.

As for Ms. Griffith wishing she had had the 
ability to choose to kill her mentally retarded 
daughter, I am appalled.  I grew up with two 
brothers with Cerebral Palsy, both probably 
caused by brain injuries at birth that resulted 
from a less than competent doctor.  Was life 
growing up with them easy?  Of course not.  
Jon had frequent seizures, was afraid to walk 
for fear of falling, and had fingers too stiff to 
hold a spoon so that one of my parents or I 
had to feed him.  David was more able, but 
could not read or write, and though he loved 
to talk, usually talked nonsense or garbled 

See LETTERS, Page 7A

KRISTIN
CHITTICK
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See MILLER, Page 7A
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Congratulations!

Enjoy every minute of this 

exciting occasion, as you 

celebrate the culmination 

of all your hardwork 

and dedication. We’re 

so proud of all you have 

accomplished, and we look 

forward to celebrating your 

continued success. 

GOOD LUCK! 

You’ve earned it!

LETTERS
FROM PAGE 6A

bits of things he had over-
heard. There were no special 
education classes then, so 
they could not go to school, 
although David eventually 
went to the Hamilton Center 
in Terre Haute for a few years.  
David carried a radio around 
with him and loved music 
and talking to people, and 
Jon loved watching television.  

Growing up, I often longed 
for a normal life, because our 
lives were governed in large 
part by my brothers’ needs.  It 
was hard, very hard at times, 
but I loved my brothers 
fiercely.  They could not play 
ball with me, or drive me to 
the Dairy Queen, or intro-
duce me to their cute friends. 
Do I wish they had been 
healthy, normal young men?  
Of course.  But I never wished 
they had not been born. Their 

lives were restricted, yes, but 
they had lives, things they en-
joyed, things that made them 
happy. By what right should 
I or my parents have taken 
that away from them? From 
my life with them I learned 
compassion and patience.  
Living with them made me a 
better person.  I am sorry Ms. 
Griffith has not had the same 
experience.

Jane Witmer
Paris

CHITTICK
FROM PAGE 6A

Fine Arts. An endowment has 
its tremendous beginnings 
thanks to the generosity of 
the Joe & Nila Hasler Foun-
dation. As this endowment 
grows in years to come with 
your donations, the PCOFA 
will continue to serve and 

sustain many generations to 
celebrate the arts.

With all contracts signed 
and the schedule set, the 
PCOFA Oversight Com-
mittee pledges to unveil a 
thrilling 2019-2020 season 
of performing arts. We have 
taken your ideas, budgeted 
thoughtfully and we vow to 
bring you outstanding shows 

with great enthusiasm. 
We need your patronage, 

we need your support and 
we value your commitment 
to the Paris Center of Fine 
Arts. Thank you for a great 
year of celebrating you.

(Kristin Chittick is Fine Arts 
Manager at the Paris Center of 
Fine Arts. Email her at info@
pcofa.net)

MILLER
FROM PAGE 6A

federal level.
Sen. Don Harmon (D-Oak 

Park) has been working 
on this issue for years and 
told me that significant 
state-funded property tax 
relief would cost about 7 to 
8 billion dollars every year. 
That means almost quadru-
pling Pritzker’s proposed 
$3.4 billion tax hike on up-
per-income Illinoisans. Or, if 
the flat tax was kept in place, 
it would require at least a 
couple of percentage points 
added to the current income 
tax rate, taking it to almost 7 
percent for everybody. 
Yingling, however, voted 
against the 2017 income 
tax increase which ended 
the state’s two-year budget 
impasse. Carroll was not yet 
appointed to his seat when 
that bill became law over 
Rauner’s veto. 

Property taxes have been a 

major issue in this state since 
the 1980s, when the share of 
the state’s funding of schools 
started sliding downward 
and local property taxes 
started shooting up. A half 
a point was added to the in-
come tax in 1989 as a sort of 
welcoming present to newly 
elected Chicago Mayor 
Richard M. Daley. Half of the 
increase went to schools and 
the other half went to local 
governments.

But that money eventually 
got rolled back into GRF and 
the state did things like cap 
suburban property tax in-
creases, which, as homeown-
ers in Yingling’s Lake County 
will certainly attest, obviously 
didn’t work as advertised. 
Nobody can read anyone’s 
mind, but Yingling’s 2017 
income tax hike vote probably 
explains a lot more about his 
current refusal to support the 
graduated tax than his stated 
concerns about property tax-
es. He perpetually votes like a 

vulnerable targeted member, 
even though his district is 
now pretty safely Democratic. 
And Carroll has a whole lot 
of high-income constituents 
in his even more Democratic 
Northbrook-area district 
who likely aren’t pleased with 
the prospect of paying more 
money to the state. 

The fact that neither 
legislator bothered to give the 
governor’s office a courtesy 
heads-up on their intentions 
to publicly oppose the plan 
also speaks volumes. 
If these two seriously want to 
significantly reduce property 
taxes, then they should intro-
duce a bill to actually do it — 
and to pay for it. Otherwise, 
they’re just grandstanding 
and forcing everyone else do 
the heavy lifting.  

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

CARGILL HELPS SHELTER

Special to The Prairie Press

Cargill strives to make a positive contribution to the communities where its employees live and 
work, and Cargill Dry Corn Ingredients, Inc. employees held a fundraiser/donation plus volun-
teered May 10 at the Edgar County Animal Shelter. They presented the shelter with donations of 
food, toys, cleaning supplies, employee cash gifts and a $500 Cargill donation. Volunteers spent 
the morning playing with and walking the dogs, assisted with cleaning and moving some dog food 
as well as planting flowers. Seated, left to right, Cargill employees Darla Willoughby and Jamie 
Rhoads. Standing, left to right, Cargill employees Allyson Marrs and Hallie Wells; animal shelter 
employees Linda Leeth and Andrea Gross; and Cargill employee Mindy Isbell.

SENATOR ROSE MEETS HOLLEY, KIRKMAN

Special to The Prairie Press

Senator Chapin Rose (R-Mahomet), center, meets with John Holley of the Human Resources 
Center of Edgar and Clark Counties, left, and Tony Kirkman, Executive Director of the Piatt County 
Mental Health Center, right, in the Senator’s Capitol office May 15.

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

A car show to help the local 
Compassionate Food Minis-
tries is planned for next week-
end.

Parker’s Car Show is Sat-
urday, May 25, at Parker’s 
Restaurant, 812 South Cen-
tral. Registration begins at 
11 a.m. and continues until 1 
p.m., with an awards presen-
tation at 3 p.m. Trophies are 
for the best in class for the top 
10 classic cars and trucks, top 

three modern vehicles, best 
rat-rod, best motorcycle, the 
people’s choice award and 
overall best vehicle of show. 

The entry fee is $10 and 
the first 45 automobiles reg-
istered receive a unique Park-
er’s Show dash plaque. 

A 50/50 drawing is 
planned. Tickets are six for 
$5 or $10 for an arm’s length 
of tickets and $20 for an auto-
mobile length of tickets. 

Door prizes will also be 
presented throughout the 

day to the show entrants. 
The event takes place rain or 
shine said organizer Bradley 
Totten.

He and his wife, Amanda 
Totten, with help from car en-
thusiast volunteers, organize 
local car shows to help vari-
ous charity organizations in 
Edgar County. 

“All vehicles are welcome,” 
Bradley Totten said. “Come 
out and enjoy some sweet 
rides and great food served 
up by Parker’s.”  

Car show to benefit local food pantry
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CHRISMAN – For the 
second consecutive month, 
representatives of Novel En-
ergy Solutions attended the 
Chrisman Unit 6 school board 
meeting to discuss solar energy 
options.

The April presentation fo-
cused on Unit 6 participat-
ing in a solar garden program 
where solar energy is produced 
at a remote location but as a 
participant the district gets a 50 
percent cut in its electric rate. 
Other charges such as taxes, 
delivery and other incidental 
fees remain in place. Participa-
tion does not require any up-
front costs to the district. 

Novel’s representatives were 
back for the Monday, May 
13, meeting to discuss an op-
tion of placing solar panels 
on the roofs of school build-
ings or ground owned by the 
district. They said the Illinois 
Power Agency (IPA), which 
is charged by statute with pro-
moting green and renewable 
energy, recently approved 
more money to fund on-site 

solar systems.
According to the repre-

sentatives, Novel can build a 
solar power system on school 
property, but the district does 
not own, nor is responsible 
for maintenance of, the sys-
tem. Having the panels onsite 
results in a 40 percent reduc-
tion in the electric rate, plus 
the elimination of the delivery 
charge.

They added participation in 
a solar garden is more econom-
ically advantageous in the long 
run, but the catch is the lottery 
to receive IPA authorization to 
build solar gardens and at what 
capacity does not happen until 
June.

A second presentation was 
made by Brian Frericks of QFB 
Energy, which has the current 
contract for providing electric-
ity to the school district. 

“I can’t get that rate of 2.75 
cents with my supplier,” Frer-
icks said, regarding the rate 
promised by Novel for partici-
pating in a solar garden. 

The Unit 6 contract with 
QFB expires July 1 and Frer-
icks noted it is unlikely Novel 

will be in a position to supply 
the district with electricity at 
that time. He suggested ex-
ploring either a nine-month 
extension of the current con-
tract or a new contract of nine 
months to give the district 
some time to work out an 
agreement with Novel. He 
said failure to have a contract 
for the current rate of 5.25 
cents per kilowatt-hour will 
expose the Chrisman schools 
to paying Ameren’s open rate 
for electricity.

Later in the meeting, the 
board authorized interim su-
perintendent Jim Acklin to 
sign a nine-month contract 
with QFB, if a more favorable 
rate can be obtained. Frericks 
promised the contract will 
have a no-fault cancellation 
clause.

Student Robbie Rollins 
discussed his evolving role as 
a state officer with Family Ca-
reer and Community Leaders 
of America (FCCLA). He is 
the first FCCLA state officer in 
school history, although his ex-
act office won’t be determined 
for a few more weeks after his 

skills, including that of making 
presentations, is evaluated.

“I’ll be driving back and 
forth to Springfield over the 
summer for training,” said Rol-
lins.

As a state officer, he will also 
attend the national FCCLA 
conference in California at the 
end of June and beginning of 
July.

Grade school principal Kel-
ly Schluter briefed the board 
about the district’s preschool 
program, which is funded by a 
state grant. She said the 20 pre-
school students are a blended 
classroom meaning some are 
on a normal development 
track and others are special 
needs students.

“We have a lot more needs 
than we ever had,” said Schlut-
er. “As a result, we moved a 
part-time aid position to full-
time.”

The Chrisman pre-school 
program has a full-time teach-
er, full-time aid and a part-time 
aid. The drawback, she said, to 
this approach is the grant does 
not cover a full-time aid posi-
tion, although she believes it is 

necessary to manage the Chris-
man classroom.

Schluter also told the board 
admission time at the grade 
school will change with the 
next school year. Currently, 
students may not enter the 
building until 7:45 a.m. The 
elementary doors will open at 
7:30 a.m. starting with 2019-
2020 school year as a way to as-
sist working parents who have 
jobs in other towns.

“Hopefully, this will help 
some people,” said Schluter. “It 
is not increasing working hours 
for staff. We’ll just have to man-
age it differently.”

The junior high and high 
school is loosening the tech-
nology restrictions on students 
with the new year by opening 
access to email accounts. Prin-
cipal Cole Huber said every 
student already has a potential 
email account to access the 
Google Classroom service for 
classes.  

“We have the email part 
disabled,” said Huber, from 
concern the email accounts 
may be used inappropriately 
but with moving to One to 

One education and providing 
a Chromebook to every stu-
dent when classes resume after 
summer break, email access is 
necessary.

The One to One approach 
fosters out of classroom com-
munication between students 
and teachers and also between 
teachers and parents. Email is 
necessary to accomplish that 
end.

“Principals I have talked to 
said there have been no prob-
lems,” Huber reported.

He assured the board Goo-
gle Classroom has keystroke 
monitoring capability so if 
inappropriate emails are sent, 
that is detected and the person 
engaged in the activity is iden-
tified.

“If a kid types something 
that is perceived as a threat or 
maybe suicidal thoughts, I get 
an email immediately alerting 
me of the situation,” said Hu-
ber. “Initially they (students) 
can only email other Chris-
man accounts or edu accounts 
if they want to obtain college 
information. We’ll see where it 
goes from there.”

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

KANSAS - The Kansas 
School Board had a short 
meeting Wednesday, May 15, 
to allow board members to 
attend the baccalaureate ser-
vice for the graduating class 
of 2019.

A couple of action items 
were concluded during the 
brief session.

Board member Gabe Boe-
decker was appointed to 
serve as a representative to 

Chrisman schools still looking at solar power

Kansas School 
Board meets

the Eastern Illinois Spe-
cial Education governing 
board, replacing Matt 
Ehlers. The EIASE gov-
erning board is made of 
one school board member 
from each of the member’s 
district.  

The board approved 
posting the final budget for 
the 2018-2019 school year 
beginning May 22. In addi-
tion, the board established 
a budget hearing at 6 p.m. 
June 26.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Paris Union School District 
95 has a board vacancy to fill 
and 14 district residents have 
asked for the application seek-
ing the appointment.

The Paris 95 board accepted 
the resignation of former Paris 
95 board president and Paris 
High School board of directors 
president Steve Eitel during 
the board’s monthly meeting 
Monday, May 13. The resigna-
tion was effective immediately, 
according to Paris 95 Super-
intendent of Schools Jeremy 
Larson.

A time line to fill the va-
cancy began when the board 
acknowledges the resignation. 
The district is accepting appli-
cations for the position through 

Thursday, May 30, Larson said. 
“We welcome any and all appli-
cants,” Larson noted.

To be eligible to serve on the 
board, the candidate must:
nBe a citizen of the United 

States
nBe 18 years or older
nBe a resident of the Paris 

district for at least one year
nBe a registered voter, as 

provided by the general elec-
tion law.

The person selected will 
serve until the next regular 
school election scheduled, at 
which time a candidate will be 
elected to fill a two-year term, 
Larson said. 

Anyone interested must 
complete an application which 
includes background informa-
tion as well as references. It is 
expected the board will inter-
view for the position.

Larson announced two pub-
lic hearings are planned in the 
district for Wednesday, May 29, 
seeking public comments and 
input to help guide the district’s 
practices for the next school 
year.

The first meeting will be at 
noon and will concentrate on 
gifted, advanced classes, hon-
ors and accelerated education. 
The second meeting, at 1 p.m., 
will concentrate on grading 
practices.

In other business, the board:
nApproved the finance 

committee’s recommendation 
to provide the same raise for 
Larson as was provided for the 

teachers.
nEmployed Christina Clark 

and Amy Payne as part-time 
summer custodians.
nEmployed Scott Ball for 

district mowing.
nEmployed Cindy Barbee 

for summer speech services, 
Millie Arp and Mary Frisz for 
summer special education art.
nApproved a contract with 

the Human Resources Center 
(HRC) to provide summer so-
cial work needs.
nAccepted the resignation 

of Megan Williams as a Title I 
paraprofessional and employed 
Sara Debour as her recplace-
ment.
nAwarded fuel and food 

bids for the 2019-2020 school 
year to Prairie Farms, milk; Il-
lini FS, fuel; Aunt Millie’s Bak-
ery, bread; Kohl’s Wholesale 
grocery with Sysco as the sec-
ondary provider.
nAppointed Sally Keller as 

the authorized IMRF agent for 
the district.
nApproved collaborative 

agreements with agencies doc-
umenting the partnership to 
work together for the safety 
and support and assistance of 
the district’s students and fami-
lies. These partnerships include 
HRC, Horizon Health, HOPE, 
Child and Family Connec-
tions, City of Paris, Paris Police 
Department, Paris Fire Depart-
ment, Edgar County Sheriff’s 
Department, Eastern Illinois 
University and Lake Land Col-
lege.

SERKOV
FROM PAGE 1A

wants to return to the U.S. for 
college.

Though Paris and the Unit-
ed States have been, and he 
hopes will continue to be, 
wonderful experiences, there 
are some things he’s excited 
to go back to. 

“There’s nothing like 
Ukrainian food here... Here 
it’s much more spicy and 
salty,” said Serkov. He misses 
the people even more. 

“I have really good relation-
ships with some of my teach-
ers, and I miss my friends and 
my family,” he said. 

His time in the U.S. has 
been a learning experience, 
and he will miss the connec-
tions he has built in Paris.

“In Ukraine, sometimes 
they’re really closed, peo-

PARIS
FROM PAGE 1A

Fire Chief Brian Gates, Police 
Chief Eric Brown, Superin-
tendent of Streets and Parks 
Chris Redman, Superinten-
dent of the Water Department 
Andy Bess, Superintendent of 
Water and Sewer Maintenance 
Steve Kemper II, and Superin-
tendent of the Waste Water 
Treatment Aaron Shanks.

After the old council offi-
cially closed, Mayor Smith 
presented Boyer with a plaque 
recognizing his 12 years of 
service on the city’s govern-
ing board. He also presented 
the traditional key to the city. 
Boyer expressed his appreci-
ation for the opportunity to 
work with the council, and 
commended the cooperation 
of the entire city staff working 
together for the benefit of the 
citizens of Paris.

Mayor Smith then officially 
presented Brown his commis-
sion as chief of police, with 
members of the chief ’s family 
present for the event. Chief 
Brown is a 19-year veteran 
with the department, serving 
much of that time as a depart-
ment detective.

The new council then 
moved on to regular business. 
The city liquor ordinance was 
amended to increase the class 
B number of licenses from 
seven to eight, with the new 
license awarded to the Eagle 
Ridge Golf Course. It allows 
sale of liquors in addition to 
beer and wine.

The city will grow a bit. 
Annexation requests were ap-
proved for residential proper-
ties owned by Thad and Me-
lissa Cary at 110 Blue Heron 

Road, and Rebecca Step at 
118841 1500th Street.

The city is also interested 
in returning some property 
to private use. It will offer for 
sale property at 404 and 406 
South Main Street. 

Property at 626 North 
Central Avenue, the former 
Trinity United Methodist 
Church, was rezoned from 
residential to commercial at 
the recommendation of the 
Paris Plan Commission. Now 
privately owned, the former 
church building is proposed 
as a future restaurant.

In other business the coun-
cil:
nReappointed Michael 

Martin to the Police Pension 
Board.
nAuthorized temporary 

closing of North Main Street 
on June 23 for the first Eiffel 
Tower Triathlon.
nApproved the annual 

$2,000 donation to the REC 
for its summer camp program.
nApproved a $2,000 grant 

from the hotel/motel tax to 
the Edgar County Shrine Bar-
becue for promotion.
nApproved the White 

Sheet Metal proposal for a 
new air conditioning unit at 
the police annex for $3,447.
nAt the opening of the 

meeting, Mayor Smith pre-
sented the American Legion 
Auxiliary a proclamation call-
ing for Poppy Days May 24-
25 when Auxiliary members 
seek donations to assist in 
support of military veterans.
nHe also called attention 

to the opening of this sea-
son’s “Music In The Park,” 
on Thursday evenings at the 
Spicer pavilion. The 19th an-
nual series opens May 23.

MEALS
FROM PAGE 1A

One of the important 
by-products of the dis-
trict’s participation will be 
eliminating the stigma for 
students who participate in 
the school lunch program. 
Because all students eat at 
no charge, children are no 
longer identified as low-in-
come in the lunch line. No 
child at a CEP school will 
ever receive an alternate 
meal, or be denied a meal, 
due to a negative account 
balance, according to infor-
mation provided by ISBE.

Larson said he ex-
pects more children to 
take advantage of the free 

Ned Jenison/The Prairie Press

Three-year-old Brinkley Colvin takes over duties for Mayor Craig 
Smith to open this week’s Paris City Council session. She also 
led the council and audience in the opening Pledge of Alle-
giance. Brinkley is the daughter of Granville and Danielle Colvin, 
and follows her older cousin Carah Colvin, who also led the 
pledge several years ago.

Ned Jenison/The Prairie Press

New Paris Police Chief Eric Brown receives his official commis-
sion from Paris Mayor Craig Smith at the city council meeting 
Monday. Chief Brown, a 19-year veteran officer with the Paris 
Police Department, succeeds retiring chief Mike Henness.

breakfast program. “We’ll be 
working on improving our 
numbers which will help 
make this program work for 
Paris 95,” he said.

The district has made sever-
al changes in school meals in 
recent years said Larson, who 
also serves as the district’s 
food director. Many of the 
changes came about because 
of input from students and 
survey groups.

A survey completed by 
middle school students al-
lowed Larson to seek a waiver 
forcing the district to serve 
whole-wheat hamburger 
buns, hot dog buns, breakfast 
pastries and whole-wheat spa-
ghetti. “Kids are picky eaters,” 
he said. “Now we have white 

hamburger and hot dog buns.”
Wenz and Mayo have also 

each added a slushy ma-
chine, filled with 100 percent 
fruit juice, he said.  “I walked 
through the cafeteria at Mayo 
the other day and the kids 
were eating pizza burgers,” 
Larson said. “They were hap-
py. We know they are eating.”

Larson explained the CEP 
program is not at Paris High 
School because it is a coopera-
tive high school between Paris 
95 and Crestwood. Schools 
who participate must have a 
minimum poverty level of at 
least 40 percent.

Paris 95 joins Shiloh Com-
munity District 1 and Chris-
man Community Unit 6 as 
participants in the plan.

ple don’t tend to be as 
open-minded [about] 
sharing their feelings,” he 
said. “Teachers here, you 
treat them like friends. And 
you can talk with strangers, 
that would have never hap-
pened in Ukraine.” 

As he walks through the 
school, he seems to have 
some kind of a relationship 
with everyone he passes, 
students and staff alike. 
They all have something 
to talk about with him. 
There don’t seem to be any 
strangers left. 

When he goes in front 
of the Paris High School 
sign to get his picture tak-
en, the tennis team is there 
waiting for the bus. It takes 
very little time, and even 
less prompting, before his 
teammates lift him up and 
pose alongside him.

Paris 95 seeks board candidates

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Eastern Illinois 
Foodbank is bringing a 
truckload of food to help 
hungry area families.  

The distribution of free 
food is 10-11:30 a.m. June 
1 at the Edgar County Fair-
grounds. All Edgar Coun-
ty residents who meet in-
come eligibility criteria are 
welcome to participate. 
Those attending are asked 
to bring boxes or bags to 
transport food. 

The distribution is part 
of the Foodbank’s Food-
mobile Program, a system 
of mobile food pantries 

Free food distribution is June 1
designed to help bring nutri-
tious food to areas of chron-
ic or extreme need. Through 
the program, local companies 
and organizations are invited 
to contribute toward a one-
day distribution of food and 
optionally participate in the 
distribution process. The cost 
to partner with the Foodbank 
on a Foodmobile distribu-
tion is $3,000.

The Foodmobile distri-
bution comes at a critical 
moment for area residents. 
Data released by Feeding 
America, the nation’s net-
work of food banks, shows 
that a staggering 14 percent 
of people in eastern Illinois 

are considered food insecure, 
which means they sometimes 
lack adequate access to food. 
More shockingly, nearly 20 
percent of children are food 
insecure.  

All eligible residents of Ed-
gar County who are in need 
of food and grocery products 
are welcome to attend the 
Foodmobile distribution. 

The maximum monthly 
incomes per eligible house-
holds are: one person, 
$1,872; two people, $2,538; 
three people, $3,204; four 
people, $3,870; five people, 
$4,536; six people, $5,202; 
seven people, $5,868; and 
eight people, $6,534.

WELCOME 
HOME

Real estate listings
& more! 

Pick up your copy  
at local businesses  

and the Paris Area Chamber 
of Commerce & Tourism



BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

MATTOON — In their final regu-
lar-season game of the year, the Paris 
Tiger baseball team fell to the Taylor-
ville Tornadoes 9-2 Thursday after-
noon, May 16, in a game played at Lake 
Land College.

Paris wrapped up its 2019 campaign 
with an 18-15 record overall and a 4-4 
mark in the Little Illini Conference. 
The Tigers — seeded ninth in the Class 
2A regional — will host the Danville 
Vikings who are seeded 10th at 4:30 
p.m. Monday at Paris High School. 

The Tigers just could not string 
anything together against their for-
mer Apollo Conference foe Thursday 
as they collected seven hits, drew four 
walks, but stranded nine baserunners 
on the day. 

Trailing 1-0 heading into the top of 
the third inning, Jude Sullivan hit the 
first of his three doubles with one out 
in the frame. Caleb Gates roped a sin-
gle to left to score Sullivan and tie the 
score at 1-1.

The tie score was short lived, how-
ever, as Taylorville scored a pair of 
unearned runs in their half of the third 
to grab a 3-1 lead that they would not 
relinquish. Paris scored its final run of 
the game in the top of the seventh as 
Sullivan led off with his school record 
20th double of the season. Gates once 
again brought him in with the senior’s 
fourth hit of the day to arrive at the 9-2 
count.

Gates had a double and three singles 
in four trips to the plate and drove in 
the only runs of the day for the Tigers. 
Sullivan stroked three doubles and 
score both runs for Paris. Those two 
were the only players to record hits on 
the afternoon.

Trying to conserve pitching for 
Monday’s post season opener, Coach 
Creighton Tarr used five pitchers in 
Thursday’s contest. Gates went two 
innings allowing one run on two hits. 
He walked one, hit a batter and struck 
out two. Freshman Zach Farnham 
tossed 1.1 innings, allowing four runs 
— two earned — on three hits. Blayne 

Roberts did not record an out allowing 
two runs on three hits. Mitchell Wor-
rell allowed two runs — one earned 
— on three hits while striking out one 
in 1.2 innings of work. Karson Martin 
pitched a perfect sixth inning as he 
struck out two. 

Danville, Paris, Effingham, Mattoon, 
and Champaign Centennial will be in 
town beginning Monday for the IHSA 
Class 3A regionals. Effingham, seeded 
second, will face the winner of the Par-
is-Danville game at 4 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 22. Third-seeded Mattoon and 
sixth seed Champaign will square off 
at 6:30 p.m. the same day. The regional 
championship game will be played at 
10 a.m. Saturday, May 25. The IHSA 
mandates a $5 admission fee for all 
fans in attendance. 

TIGERS WIN SENIOR NIGHT 14-4
The Paris Tigers hosted the Clinton 

Maroons Wednesday, May 15, in the fi-
nal regular season home game, defeat-
ing the visitors in six innings 14-4.

Wednesday also marked the final 
home game for three Tiger players as 
Jacob Gates, Caleb Gates and Eric Spe-
icher celebrated Senior Night. 

Paris grabbed the lead just seven 
pitches into the game as Mason Hutch-
ings led off with a triple to right. He came 
home on an RBI groundout by Jude Sul-
livan to give the Tigers a 1-0 lead.

The Tigers busted the game open in 
the home half of the second inning as 
JT Johnson led off with a single. Fol-
lowing a pair of strikeouts, it appeared 
that Clinton would escape with just 
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Titan 
baseball 
season 
ends 3-2

BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas86@gmail.com

Paris tennis did not 
have a good follow up to 
their third place LIC fin-
ish, falling to a much larger 
Urbana school in the next 
match. 

“I was really impressed 
by the ability of all of Ur-
bana’s players to push and 
place the ball from the net,” 
said Paris coach Stefan 
Aydt.

Ethan Graham took on 
Urbana’s star player Bill 
Layton in play that had 
several long rallies. Gra-
ham did a good job of 
placing his groundstrokes, 
but Layton did a good job 
of returning everything to 
take a 6-1 sweep. 

At number two, Nathan 
Minnis struggled against 
his opponent’s flat shots. 
They also played a lot of 
good points, but Minnis 
spent considerable time 
chasing shots and the Ur-
bana player controlled the 
points to win 6-2, 6-3. 

Caleb Lawson fell 6-0, 
6-1 to a player who did a 
great job of dumping Law-
son’s passing shots back 
across the net. 

The bottom half of sin-
gles play was much more 
competitive, as Tanner 
Clark at the four spot, and 
Chase Hays both took 
first set wins 7-5. Urbana 
turned things around and 
took the second sets in 
both, and Paris lost in third 
set tiebreaks. 

Max Moody could not 
make a breakthrough 
against a deep roster, losing 
6-3, 6-1 at number six. 

In doubles, all three 
matches were close, but 
Urbana came out on top 
again. Graham and Clark 
fought back after losing the 
first set at second doubles 
to win the second, but lost 
10-8 in a third set tiebreak. 

Urbana won in straight 
sets at number one and 
number three, defeating 
the duos of Minnis and 
Lawson and Hays and 
Moody in 6-3 sweeps. 

“I was really impressed 
with their reaction times 
at the net and their abili-
ty to hit well-placed short 
volleys even off of very 
hard hit passing shots,” said 
Aydt.

The loss puts Paris at 9-9 
for the regular season and 
3-3 in the LIC. 

For the second straight 
year, Paris is going north 
to the Urbana/Cham-
paign sectional,  featuring 
Centennial, Central, Urba-
na, St. Thomas More and 
Uni High from the Urba-
na-Champaign area as well 
as Danville, Mattoon and 
Charleston.  

TIGERS TAKE THIRD IN LIC
The Paris Tigers finished 

third out of six teams in 
the LIC Tournament that 
spanned over Saturday, 
May 11 and Monday, May 
13, at Paris High School. 

Nathan Minnis and Ca-
leb Lawson netted first 
team honors for their per-
formances. The first round 
and most of the second 
round were played Satur-
day, but rain delayed the 
completion of the tourna-
ment until Monday. Paris 
entered Minnis and Law-
son in the doubles bracket, 

Dreaming Up the
Ideal Retirement
Is Your Job. Helping 
You Get There is Ours.

To learn more about why Edward 
Jones makes sense for you, call 
or visit a financial advisor today.

Lady Tigers ready for regionals
Paris wraps up historic softball season with a 27-2 record; open post season play Tuesday
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Paris Lady Tigers put 
a bow on their historic 2019 
softball season with a walk-
off 4-3 victory over the South 
Vermilion Lady Wildcats 
Tuesday afternoon at PHS.

Setting several school re-
cords en route to a 27-2 re-
cord, Paris heads into the 
IHSA Class 3A postseason 
riding on a four-game win-
ning streak. The Lady Tigers 
lost only two games this sea-
son to the Tuscola Lady War-
riors and the Charleston Lady 
Trojans. The Lady Tigers are 
hoping for a rematch with 
Charleston team who edged 
Paris 3-2 in Charleston.

Tuesday, May 21, marks 
the beginning of the second 
season for Paris as they will be 
competing in the IHSA Class 
3A regional at Rantoul. Paris 
— seeded third — will face 
the Danville Lady Vikings, 
seeded eighth, at 6:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday evening. Should 
Paris win that game, the Lady 
Tigers will face the winner of 
the second- seeded Mt. Zion 
vs. Urbana-Rantoul winner at 
11 a.m. Saturday. All games 
will be played at Wabash Park 
and admission will be $5 as 
mandated by the IHSA.

Paris trailed heading to the 
bottom of the first inning, but 
just two batters into the game 
tied things up at 1-1. Kaitlyn 

Mathews doubled to left, 
stole third, then scored on a 
sacrifice bunt by Carlei Sapp. 

In the third inning, 
Mathews once again started 
things off with a single to 
center. After stealing second 
base on the first pitch, she 
came in to score on a double 
by Sapp to give the Lady Ti-
gers a 2-1 lead. Two batters 
later, Sydney Fox stroked a 
two-out double to right to 
score Sapp.

South Vermilion tied things 
up at three with a pair of runs 
in the top of the fourth inning. 
Neither team would score 
again until the seventh inning. 

In the bottom of the sev-
enth, the Lady Tigers were 

determined to end their reg-
ular season on a positive note. 

Kelsie Dosch smacked a 
lead-off triple into the right 
field corner. Brooklyn West-
erfield tried to squeeze her 
home with the winning run 
but ended up reaching first 
for an infield single. After 
Westerfield stole second 
base, the Wildcats intention-
ally walked Mathews to load 
the bases with nobody out. 
Sapp worked the count full 
before singling to left field 
scoring Dosch with the win-
ning run.

Sapp did most of the dam-
age at the plate for the Lady 
Tigers with a double, two sin-
gles and three RBI’s. Mathews 

had a double and a single to 
be the only other Tiger with 
multiple hits on the day. 
Dosch rapped a triple, Fox 
had a double and the other 
RBI and Katrina Strow and 
Westerfield added a single 
each. 

Mathews started in the cir-
cle for the Tigers and went 
four innings. She allowed 
three runs — two earned 
— on four hits. She walked 
two and struck out two. Par-
is freshman Karley Moore 
pitched the final three innings 
and earned the victory — her 
13th of the season. She did 
not allow a run on two hits. 
She hit two batters and struck 
out three.

TIGER BASEBALL HOSTS CHALLENGERS

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris Tiger baseball team faced off against Westville Saturday, May 11, then hosted the Little League Challengers of East 
Central Illinois and Westville for lunch, followed by the first appearance of the four Challenger teams.

Paris heading to post season
Tigers hosting Class 3A 
baseball regional plan be-
ginning Monday at PHS

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Freshman catcher Bryan Kohlmeyer looks for the sign for his pitcher from as-
sistant coach Jeff Chambers. The ninth-seeding Tigers are hosting the Class 3A 
regional play beginning Monday at the PHS field. Paris ended the season with an 
18-15 record.

See TIGERS, Page 10A

Netters 
fall to  
Urbana

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

MACON — The 
Tri-County Titan baseball 
team fell 3-2 to Central 
A & M Monday, May 13, 
in a marathon three-hour 
game in the first round of 
the IHSA Class 1A base-
ball regional.

The game was to have 
been played in Assump-
tion but was moved to 
Meridian High School in 
Macon due to wet field 
conditions.  

The Titans ended up 
going almost three hours 
fighting tooth and nail but 
came up just short.

The game didn’t start 
until 7 p.m. but the Ti-
tans and Raiders put on 
a battle requiring three 
extra innings to decide a 
winner.  Unfortunately for 
the Purple, Orange, and 
Blue, the Raiders were 
able to scratch home the 
game-winning run in the 
bottom of the 10th inning 
to advance with a 3-2 win 
ending the Titans season 
in heartbreaking fashion.

The host Raiders got on 
the board first in the bot-
tom of the first inning with 
two runs as Sayne Schultz 
knocked a double to left 
field scoring both Jarrett 
Robertson and Logan 
Whitney to give A&M a 2-0 
lead.   The Titans respond-
ed with one run in the top 
of the second as Carson 
Logan singled to right field 
scoring Trenton Pinnell to 
cut the deficit to 2-1.  TCT 
would add one more run in 
the top of the third as Jack 
Armstrong scored on an 
error by Whitney to tie the 
contest at 2-2.

After that, both teams 
would battle through six 
more innings without 
scoring a run to keep the 
contest tied at 2-2 going 
into the top of the tenth 
when the Titans threat-
ened as Armstrong sin-
gled with two out, then 
advanced to second on a 
passed ball.  Mitch Pollock 
then singled to left, but 
Armstrong was gunned 
down at the plate to end 
the inning.   In the bottom 
half of the frame, the Raid-
ers got a single by Schul-
tz, who then stole second 

See TITANS, Page 10ASee TENNIS, Page 10A
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Eagle Ridge Memberships 
Single Walk                      $ 900.00       Single w/Cart     $1600.00 
Couple Walk                    $1000.00      Couple w/Cart    $2000.00                 
Family Walk                     $1100.00      Family w/Cart    $2200.00      
Trail Fee $600.00              JR Golf Membership (7-High School Senior) $200.00
Storage Fee $75.00        Club Rental $10.00
Daily Fees   9 Holes              9 Holes              18 Holes             18 Holes 
                  w/ Cart                                           w/ Cart
Monday    $ 9.00              $15.00  $13.00  $23.00
Tuesday – Thursday  $10.00              $17.00  $15.00  $29.00
Tuesday & Thursday Twilight $10.00              $14.00  $15.00  $20.00
(After 3pm)
Friday – Sunday   $15.00              $22.00  $20.00  $34.00
Saturday & Sunday Twilight $10.00              $15.00  $15.00  $25.00
(After 3pm)

Kids 7-14   $7.00              $7.00                  $14.00  $14.00 
(With paying adult)
Eagle Combo Packages Cards
10 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart $ 275.00             CDGA System: $30 
20 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart  $ 525.00
30 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart           $ 750.00

**Upcoming Outing**
Hogan memorial outing, June 1 and Paris Little League Baseball June 22.

928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944 • www.eagleridgeparis.com  • 217-463-3434

Eagle Ridge Golf Course Rates2019

Hours 
Monday-Friday
8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday
7 a.m.-8 p.m.

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!
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one run deficit. Jacob Gates 
singled to right, however, fol-
lowed by a pop up by Bryan 
Kohlmeyer to third base side 
— which should have been the 
third out of the inning. Fortu-
nately for the Tigers, the ball 
bounced out of the defender’s 
glove and Johnson hustled 
home all the way from second 
to score the unearned run. Two 
pitches later, Hutchings con-
nected for the first homerun 
of his career to give the Tigers 
a 5-0 lead. Sullivan followed 
by doubling off the right field 
fence scoring on a single by 
Caleb Gates for the final run of 
the inning. 

Blayne Roberts ripped a 
one-out single in the bottom 
of the third inning, then scored 
on a triple by Garrett King. Ja-
cob Gates was hit by a pitch to 
put runners at the corners with 
one out. Kohlmeyer doubled 
down the left field line to bring 
King home. Hutchings collect-
ed his third hit of the day as 
he beat out an infield single to 
make the score 9-2.

Hutchings fell just a double 
short of hitting for the cycle 
as he was 4-for-4 with a home 
run, a triple and a pair of sin-
gles. The sophomore drove in 
a career-high five runs from the 
leadoff spot. King had a triple 
and a single driving in one run 

in the game. Roberts added a 
double and a single. Sullivan 
and Kohlmeyer each drove in 
one run with a double and Ca-
leb Gates, Brock Minor, John-
son, Jacob Gates, and Hudson 
Hollis each added a single. 

Minor earned the victory 
going 2.1 innings. He allowed 
a pair of runs on two hits, hit-
ting four batters, walking one 
and strucking out two. Zach 
Farnham finished the third and 
fourth innings for Paris allow-
ing no runs on no hits. He hit 
a batter, walked one and struck 
out three. King completed 
two innings of work allowing 
two earned runs on four hits. 
He walked one and struck out 
three. Caleb Gates got the final 
out of the game as he struck 
out the only batter he faced on 
three pitches.

PARIS DOWNS WESTVILLE
A change of venue for a 

non-conference game may 
have been just what the Paris 
Tiger baseball team needed 
Saturday, May 11.

Coming off of a week that 
saw them lose two-out-of-
three games, the Tiger bats 
exploded for 17 runs in a 17-6 
victory over Westville in a 
game played at Laker Stadium. 
The game was moved from 
the high school so the Little 
League Challengers could 
make their season debut fol-
lowing the contest.

Paris scored at least two runs 
in every inning of the game 
halted by the 10-run rule in the 
fifth. The first two runs for the 
Tigers came with two outs in 
the bottom of the first inning. 
Caleb Gates and Brock Minor 
each drew a walk, then both 
came home on a double off of 
the bat of JT Johnson to give 
Paris a 2-0 lead. 

Bryan Kohlmeyer led off the 
second inning with a double 
down the left field line. Follow-
ing a sacrifice bunt by Karson 
Martin, Mason Hutchings sin-
gled to right to plate Kohlmey-
er. Jude Sullivan followed suit 
with a single to right of his own 
to score Hutchings. Gates dou-
bled to left, then Minor singled 
to make it 6-0 Tigers. Johnson 
hit his second consecutive 
double to bring Minor home. 
Blayne Roberts connected on 
an RBI double to center field, 
then he came in to score on a 
double by Garrett King to cap 
off the seven-run second in-
ning. 

Kohlmeyer led the 15-hit 
attack for the Tigers with a 
pair of doubles, a single, and 
three RBI’s. Johnson drove in 
three runs as well with a pair 
of two-baggers. King, Caleb 
Gates, and Jacob Gates each 
had a double and a run batted 
in. Sullivan drove in one run 
with a pair of singles. Reese 
Wagoner, Roberts, and Hud-
son Hollis each added a single 
and an RBI. 

Minor earned the victory on 
the mound for Paris, going two 
innings of scoreless ball. He al-
lowed just one hit, walked one, 
and struck out two. Mitchell 
Worrell allowed three runs 
in his only inning of work on 
four hits. Johnson also allowed 
three runs on two hits in a third 
of an inning. He walked three 
and struck out one. Sullivan 
finished the fourth inning not 
allowing a baserunner. Zach 
Farnham struck out one in his 
only inning of work.

T-TOWN 10, PARIS 6
TEUTOPOLIS — The Paris 

Tiger baseball team travelled to 
Teutopolis Monday afternoon, 
May 13, to face the perennially 
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by Brycen Burgener, Eric 
Pardee stepped to the plate 
and placed a bunt down that 
was fielded by Armstrong.   
Armstrong then throws to 
first, but his throw is off target 
allow Schultz to score from 
third to give the Raiders a 
walk-off 3-2 win ending the 
Titans season.

Carson Logan finished 1 
for 4 with an RBI while Mitch 
Pollock went 1 for 5 with a 
stolen base.   Trenton Pinnell 
was 2 for 3 with a run scored 

and Jack Armstrong was 2 for 
4 with a stolen base and a run 
scored.

Pinnell went seven and 
two-thirds innings on the 
bump giving up nine hits and 
two runs — both earned — 
while walking two and strik-
ing out fourteen getting a no 
decision. Armstrong went 
one and one-third innings in 
relief taking the loss giving 
up two hits and one unearned 
run while walking two and 
striking out four.

iThe Titans finish the 2019 
season at 4-15 overall and 3-7 
in the LOVC Southeast.

PINKSTON IN TRACK FINALS

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris High School sophomore Emma Pinkston, left, threw a per-
sonal best in the discus and moved into the IHSA Class 2A state 
track finals today at O’Brien Stadium on the campus of Eastern 
Illinois University. Pinkston entered the state meet ranked 14th 
among Class 2A  discus competitors but ended the preliminary 
round in ninth place. She is pictured with girls track coach 
Maryann Stallings.

Hunt qualifies in 3 
track final events
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

CHARLESTON — 
Tri-County Titans Katelynn 
Hunt qualified for three final 
events in the IHSA Class 1A 
girls state track meet Thurs-
day, May 16, at Eastern Illi-
nois University.

For the second year in a 
row, the Tri-County Titans 
had a representative in the 
proceedings as Kaylenn Hunt 
made her second straight ap-
pearance competing in three 
field events that are familiar to 
her expertise. 

Hunt qualified for both the 
triple jump and long jump for 
the second year in a row and 
this year added qualification 
in the high jump event look-
ing to make the top qualifiers 
to vie for a championship on 
Saturday.  

At the end of the day, Hunt 

did just that making the finals 
in all three events she en-
tered.  She finished with the 
third best effort in the long 
jump with a mark of 17 feet, 
9.5 inches while being one of 
16 qualifiers in the high jump 
clearing 5 feet, 2 inches.  Hunt 
also qualified for the triple 
jump with a mark of 36 feet, 
5.75 inches reaching the top 
12.

In last season’s in the state 
finals, Hunt placed fifth in the 
triple jump while just missing 
out on the long jump and 200 
meter finals.  Hunt will com-
pete in the final round on Sat-
urday morning in Charleston 
at O’Brien Field.  Start time 
for the finals is set for 10:00 
a.m.at Eastern Illinois Uni-
versity.

Thursday offered almost 
perfect conditions for the Class 
1A girls track competitors. 

powerful Wooden Shoes, 
falling to the hosts 10-6.

Trailing 7-0 heading into 
the top of the fifth inning, 
the Tigers managed to out-
score the Shoes 6-3 over the 
final two innings, but the 
comeback fell short. With 
the loss, Paris falls to 17-14 
on the season.

Paris began their scor-
ing as Mason Hutchings 
stroked a one-out single, 
then advanced to second on 
a walk to Jude Sullivan. The 
Tigers then took advantage 
of one of five errors by the 
host team as Brock Minor 
reached on an error by the 
T-Town shortstop. 

JT Johnson and Sam 
Mays both reached on er-
rors to start the sixth inning. 
Garrett King reached on yet 
another error, with this one 
allowing Johnson to score 
the third run for the Tigers. 
Karson Martin and Bryan 
Kohlmeyer were each hit 
by a pitch to load the bases 
with nobody out. Hutch-
ings then drew a walk to 
force King home and make 
the score 10-5. Caleb Gates 
beat out an infield single to 
bring home the final run for 
the visitors.

King had a huge day at 
the plate, pounding out a 
pair of doubles and a single 
in four plate appearances. 
Hutchings, Caleb Gates, 
and Jacob Gates each sin-
gled to account for all of the 
Tiger offense. 

Sullivan was saddled with 
the loss, going 2.1 innings in 
the contest. He allowed five 
runs — three earned — on 
three hits. He walked three 
and struck out two. King 
finished the third inning 
allowing a pair of runs on 
one hit and three bases on 
balls. Gates worked a score-
less inning giving up one 
hit, two walks, and striking 
out two. Mitchell Worrell 
allowed three runs — one 
earned — on three hits in 
his only inning of work. 
Johnson tossed a scoreless 
sixth inning allowing a pair 
of walks.
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along with Chase Hays and 
Sean Blair. Their singles en-
trants were Ethan Graham and 
Tanner Clark.

Going into the tournament, 
it seemed that Olney was the 
favorite with three entries 
seeded in the top four between 
singles and doubles. But an 
upset by number five seed Ros-
borough/Parker of Robinson 
pushed the number four seed 
Moyes/Ingrum of Olney into 
the backdraw and played a big 
part in swinging the tourna-
ment in Robinson’s favor.  

On Monday, Robinson se-
cured the conference champi-
onship by winning singles and 
taking fourth in doubles. The 
final tally for all teams was Rob-
inson 21.5, then Olney with 16, 
Paris with 15, Casey and Flora 
tied at 12 and Newton with 4.5.  

In singles, Ethan Graham 
won a tough first round match, 
sweeping Snyder of Olney 6-3 
by forcing him into a lot of er-
rors. This moved him into a 
second round match against 
the number three-seeded Ma-
son Beckham of Flora, where 
he fell 3-6, 7-6, 6-3. Graham 
won six straight games to take 
the first set. They had played 
to a 5-5 tie in the second when 
rain suspended play Saturday. 

Unfortunately, Beckham 
looked a little more composed 
Monday, taking the second set 
in a tiebreak and then winning 
the third set 6-3. This moved 
Graham to the backdraw 
where he took a big win over 
Brewer of Newton with a 6-0 
sweep. He had very little break 

before he faced Dallape of Ca-
sey, who had over an hour to re-
cover after his previous match 
and managed to win a three-set 
thriller 6-4, 4-6, 10-8, leaving 
Graham tied for seventh place.

The other singles entry, Tan-
ner Clark, had four matches 
that were not very close, win-
ning two and losing two. After a 
6-0 sweep over Collin Moseley 
of Flora, he faced the top-seed-
ed Jack Bettis of Olney. The 
two actually played a lot of 
competitive points, but Bettis 
took most of them, winning 
6-2, 6-1. That moved him to 
the backdraw where he played 
Newton, winning 6-0, 6-2. Fi-
nally, Clark took on Robinson 
for fifth place, but fell 6-3, 6-0 
to finish tied for seventh place.

Minnis and Lawson played 
a great tournament as the first 
doubles pairing.  After winning 
easily in the first set of their first 
match, they struggled a little 
in the second, tied at 3-3 when 
the rain came Saturday. They 
came back strong Monday and 
finished out the set 6-3. In their 
semifinal match, they played a 
new pairing from Robinson and 
did a good job of keeping Rob-
inson away from the net to win 
6-2, 6-4 setting up the champi-
onship match with Olney. 

After playing Olney last year 
with Jacob Randolph, Minnis 
had another crack at them. Ol-
ney won handily in the first set, 
but the Paris pairing came out 
strong in the second to take a 
lead and held on for a 6-4 win 
setting up a winner-take-all 
third set. Olney held a slight 
lead throughout and was able 
to use their powerful overheads 
and serves to take a 6-4 win. 
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Awards at Shiloh honors night

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The combined American Legion Post #201 and John, Cathy & Dusty Allen Memorial Scholarship 
went to Mason Hutchinson, left, and Harley Barry, right. Dana Hales, center, made the presenta-
tion.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Shiloh Education Association gave three scholarships to, left to right, Brianna Bange, Kaitlyn Cary, presenter Dorene Boland, 
and Harley Barry, who received the Billiejeanne Belobradic Memorial Scholarship.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Shiloh High School Class of 2019 had three valedictorians and one salutatorian. Left to right the three valedictorians Logan 
Richardson, Kaitlyn Cary, Brianna Bange and salutatorian Harley Barry.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Roth Williams American Legion Post #369 Auxiliary gave two scholarships to Kaitlyn Cary, 
left, and Brianna Bange, right. Chandra Gerberding, center, made the presentation.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
Kaitlyn Cary, left, received the Robert Willoughby American Legion Post #977 scholarship, and 
Brianna Bange was given the post’s citizenship award. Ray Richards, right, made the presentation.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Brianna Bange received the 
Muriel Dawson Scholarship.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Logan Richardson, center, received both academic and athletic scholarships from Danville Area 
Community College. DAAC representatives Stephen Nacco, left, and Terry French, right, made the 
presentations.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Meredith Smith, left, received the Knights of Columbus Scholar-
ship announced by Megan Pierce, right.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Logan Richardson received the 
Edward A. Doisy Scholarship 
awarded to Shiloh High School 
students.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
The Longview Foundation FFA Scholarship was awarded to Bri-
anna Bange, left, by George Nichols, right.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Logan Richardson, left, received the Mike Luth Memorial Schol-
arship. Lauren Moses, right, made the presentation.

See HONORS, Page 12A

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
Mason Hutchison, left, received the Hume Lions Club’s Tony Bell 
and Dusty Lewsader Memorial Scholarship from Jim Jenness, 
right.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Brianna Bange, left, received the Brocton Firemen’s Scholarship, 
and Cody Hood, right, made the presentation.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Shiloh Fellowship of Christian Athletes scholarships went 
to Mason Hutchinson, left, and Harley Barry, right. Randi Pol-
lock, center, made the presentation.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Meredith Smith received the Dr. Raymond C. Gillogly Scholar-
ship for medical studies.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Kiersten Price-Wilson, left, received a basketball scholarship 
from Parkland College. Allie Lindemann, right, made the presen-
tation.
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The best community deserves the best hospital. 
Horizon Health is honored to have been named a 
Top 100 Critical Access Hospital by the industry’s 
most comprehensive rating system. We are one of 
only two hospitals selected for the distinction in 
Illinois, out of a national total of over 1,300 Critical 
Access Hospitals. We could never have acheived this 
honor without our dedicated community and staff. 
Thank you—we are proud to provide you the best. 

Horizon Health is a Top 100  

Critical Access Hospital

You deserve
  the best.

Learn more about our Top 100 Distinction at MyHorizonHealth.org. 

STEPHANIE
KIRBY

Where Are You?

CALL
246-8900
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Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Rachel Milburn, left, accepts the Shiloh PTO Scholarship from 
Kristina Milburn, right.

Shiloh High School graduates 25 students in 2019
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

HUME – The 50th com-
mencement exercise May 
10 at Shiloh High School 
launched another 25 young 
people on the road to adult-
hood.

Salutatorian Harley Barry 
and co-valedictorians Brian-
na Bange, Kaitlyn Cary and 
Logan Richardson delivered 
the main addresses for the 
evening.

Barry expressed gratitude 
for the four years of memories 
high school created that will 
last her a lifetime. She said the 
class members pushed each 
other to achieve goals and she 
thanked her classmates for the 
lessons learned and the many 
laughs.

A member of the Tri-Coun-
ty girls basketball team, Barry 
said one of the best memories 
was playing in the state tourna-
ment.

“It was a once in a lifetime 
achievement,” she said. 

Delivering a valedictorian 
address fulfilled a dream for 
Bange.

“All of my life I’ve dreamed 
of this day to be on this stage 
and behind this podium,” said 
Bange.

She used a quote from John 
Lennon, “There are two basic 
motivating forces: love and 
fear,” as the basis for her ad-
dress.

Bange urged her classmates 
to always remember the love 
they experienced as Shiloh stu-
dents from their parents who 
were their biggest supporters, 
friends who made it possible 
to get through school and the 
teachers who dedicate their 
lives to motivate students. She 
closed with a piece of advice to 
the members of her class.

“Love yourself so you can 
love others and never be afraid 
to take a leap of faith,” said 

Bange.
Cary used an analogy to 

explain what happens as stu-
dents advance through high 
school.

“High school is a puzzle,” 
she said, and explained fresh-
men focus on the little pieces 
like club involvement; soph-
omores start sorting pieces; 
and juniors begin putting the 
puzzle together but don’t al-
ways see the whole picture.

“As seniors, we started to 
see the big picture of the puz-
zle – our future,” said Cary, 
and turning to her class added. 
“Never forget where you came 
from and who helped you get 
there.”

Richardson thanked the 
audience for attending to wit-
ness the biggest accomplish-
ment for the seniors so far in 
life. The next stage of life, he 
said, required those on the 
stage to be bold, brave and 
courageous.

“We are ready. When you 
see doctors and nurses, that 
will be us. When you see those 
defending this great country, 
that will be us. When you see 
those who come back to teach 
and share knowledge, that will 
be us,” Richardson said.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Top academic performers in the Shiloh High School Class of 2019 are, left to right: salutatorian 
Harley Barry and co-valedictorians, Brianna Bange, Kaitlyn Cary and Logan Richardson.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Madison Weber leads the 2019 Shiloh graduating seniors into 
the gym for the start of the processional walk.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Some Shiloh seniors decorate their graduation cap to for indi-
viduality. Samantha Gerberding’s cap expressed her determina-
tion for the future. She reports to Great Lakes Sept. 24 for Navy 
boot camp and is slated for training as a gas turbine systems 
electrical technician, but she hopes to change that for subma-
rine training.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The distribution of roses to parents and other loved ones just 
before Shiloh seniors take the stage for graduation is always 
an emotional time. Lexi Cummings has a last embrace before 
graduation.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Lake Land College awarded scholarships to Kaitlyn Cary, left, and Harley Barry, right. Jacqueline Joines, center, made the presen-
tation.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Kaitlyn Cary, left, accepts the Shiloh Blood Drive Scholarship 
from Megan Pierce, right.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Harley Barry, left, was awarded the First Neighbor Bank Scholar-
ship by Samantha Hutchinson, right.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Logan Richardson, left, received the Roth Williams American 
Legion Post #369 scholarship. Marvin Smith, right, made the 
presentation.
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HUME – Shiloh School District 
passed a milestone the weekend of 
May 10 and 11 when the 50th class 
graduated, marking 50 years of exis-
tence.

The school opened in 1968 as 
a consolidation serving the Edgar 
County communities of Hume, Met-
calf, Brocton and Redmon. A later 
consolidation added Newman and 
Murdock in Douglas County.

Graduation was May 10 and the 
next day the official celebration oc-
curred with what was essentially 
an all-classes reunion in the school 
gym. 

“It’s great to see such a large 
crowd,” said district superintendent 
Allen Hall, welcoming the attendees. 

The class of 1969 was well rep-
resented, but others attending rep-
resented a wide spectrum between 
then and now. Some families present 
had multiple generations of Shiloh 
graduates. 

Hall related some of the change 
that have occurred at Shiloh. The 
school is now air conditioned, which 
was not the case for the 1969 class 
and many after it. Another change is 
declining student numbers.

For the 2018-2019 school year, 
Shiloh had only 105 students in the 
high school, but Hall said that num-
ber is expected to increase back to 
the more normal range of 125 to 130 
high school students as some large 
elementary classes move up.

“The district is 212 square miles, 
for Illinois that’s one of the larger dis-
tricts,” said Hall.

Physically the building looks 
much the same as it did 50 years ago.

Debra Crean Ostermeier was a 
1969 graduate and she came from her 
home in Forest Lakes, Ariz., to attend 
the anniversary and to also spend 
Mother’s Day in her hometown of 
Hume. After high school graduation, 
she moved to Phoenix, Ariz., met a 
guy, got married and raised a family. 
She just recently retired from a hos-
pital related career.

Ostermeier confirmed not much 
has changed with the building al-
though she had noted modernization 
in some areas. There was one thing 

that stood out to here indicating the 
passage of 50 years.

“The trees are bigger – they were 
just little sticks,” Ostermeier said.

What should you do 
if you detect a friend in a 
public place with his pants 

unzipped? 
Should you 
tell him or 
should you 
not? If you 
decide to 
tell, then 
how? Blunt-
ly or subtly?  
It seems like 
a simple 
problem 

with a simple solution, but 
that isn’t necessarily so.

Joyce was a really nice girl, 
an elementary education 
major at SIU Carbondale. 
Some of her good friends per-
suaded her to accept a blind 
date proposal.

“His name is Ron,” the 
friends explained. “He’s a very 
intelligent geology major, 
good-looking, courteous and 
friendly. His only problem 
is shyness. He likes girls, but 
is scared to death of asking 
one for a date.” If she said no, 
Ron would be crushed with 
a feeling of rejection and 
depression.  “You’ll find him 
an admirable guy, the type 
who sings in the church choir 
and who would voluntarily 
fight for his country in time 
of war.”

Thus it was that Joyce 
agreed to the date. Perhaps it 
wouldn’t lead to romance, but 
at least her kindness might 
help a young man overcome 
his fear of the opposite sex. 

One of Ron’s buddies 
loaned him a car. The plan 
was a dinner date. Ron was 
to pick her up at her dormi-
tory and drive to a popular 
seafood restaurant where 
they could enjoy good food, 
exchange conversation and 
become acquainted. They 
were instructed to wear dress 
slacks and university-logo 
sweatshirts, not formal dress, 
but neat casual attire.

Joyce was impressed by 
his appearance, but there was 
a slight problem. Ron’s fly 
was unzipped. Her instinct 
was to simply inform the 
young man, but she figured 
he would be tremendously 
embarrassed if she did. After 
all, she’d been told that he 
was terribly shy around girls. 
She was also a total stranger, 
and the occasion was a first 
date. So maybe she should 
say nothing. That didn’t seem 
right, though. Surely he’d 
feel humbly embarrassed if 
he wasn’t informed prior to 
entering the restaurant where 
numerous people would 
be giggling and grinning at 
his predicament. Further-
more, if she mentioned his 
problem now, he might feel 
so ashamed that he’d never 
speak to her again. She felt a 
classic dilemma, darned if she 
did, darned if she didn’t.

Always 
check the 
zipper

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

Efforts are underway to 
legalize recreational use of 
marijuana in Illinois. 

The argu-
ment against 
pot – which 
has been 
basically 
discredited 
– holds it to 
be addictive 
and a step 
toward 
more potent 
drugs.

On the other side of the 
furious dispute, we consume 
alcohol to beat the band 
(sorry, about the cliché). The 
offerings include whiskey, 
wine, vodka, beer… you get 
the drift (Oomph’s… “I Did it 
Again”).

Marijuana is no more 
addictive than alcohol. In all 
probability, it is less so. But, 
the ghost of Reef Madness still 
haunts us. Politicians, trying to 
figure out how to raise more 
money to spend more money 
on more things not needed, 
salivate at the thought of slap-
ping a sin tax on marijuana.

The guy swigging a cold 
beer at the local bar still wants 
to know, “Who the h--- de-
cided it was a sin to drink?” 
After all, Jesus was not exactly 
a teetotaler.

Fundamentalists insist Jesus 
drank grape juice, which is 
highly unlikely, since wine was 
a part of most cultures.

Things got really serious 
when Carrie Amelia Nation 
started attacking establish-
ments serving liquor. In her 
wake, came the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union.

Thanks to a bunch of 
women getting mad, we got 
the Prohibition Amendment 
– which was a disaster, but 
birthed speakeasies and put 
baseball bats and machine 
guns in the hands of the mob.

Let us get rid of the sin tax 
on alcohol, veto the idea of a 
sin tax on pot and find honest 
ways to gouge taxpayers. 
Do-gooders, in the name of 
health, are already thinking 
of imposing a sin tax on soft 
drinks.

Lawmakers will soon be 
coming after your triple bacon 
cheeseburgers and greasy fries. 
Are we not doing enough with 
diet drinks?

When I got into the fake-
news business in 1970, the 
state’s attorney was hell-bent 
on ending the Mary Jane 
epidemic within his domain. 
Yea, he packed the jail with 
pot smokers. I checked his an-
cestry to see if, maybe, Carrie 
Nation was his great-grand-
mother.

The daily roundup averaged 
30 inches of copy a day. People 
loved the stuff; eagerly search-
ing the reams for the names 
of those who engaged in the 

Ghost of 
teetotaler 
haunts pot 
debate

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

Shiloh’s landmark 50th

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press 

Stephanie Bowyer, left, and her father, Jeff Bowyer, right, examine an old Shiloh yearbook among the many other items 
depicting the school and its happenings over the last half-century. Jeff Bowyer was a member of the school’s first freshman 
class and is a 1972 Shiloh graduate. Stephanie Bowyer graduated from Shiloh in 2002. 

See CODGER, Page 2B

May is blood pressure 
month, which is important 
because almost one in three 
Americans have high blood 
pressure. 

Some are genetically 
predisposed, but anyone can 
develop high blood pressure, 
including children. It greatly 
increases the risk of heart 
disease and stroke, which 
are the first and third leading 
causes of death.

Hypertension is the 
medical term for high blood 
pressure. The prefix hyper is 
from the Greek for over. The 
opposite is hypo meaning 
low as in hypothermia or 
hypotension.

Blood pressure measures 
the pressure or force on the 
walls of blood vessels. We are 
more familiar with pressure 
in pounds per square inch 
(psi). A blood pressure of 
120 over 80 equals just 2.3 
over 1.5 psi. Car tires are typ-
ically inflated to 30 psi. The 
pressure in a home’s water 
pipes is typically 40 psi.

Water pushing against 

the walls of a pipe is a fair 
analogy for blood pressure. 
If the pipe breaks, pressure 
causes water to gush out. If 
it develops a leak, pressure 
forces water to squirt out. 
Blood pressure is enough 
to circulate blood in the 
body, but when cut blood 
generally oozes out instead 
of spraying like water from 
a pipe.

 A storage tank keeps the 
pressure steady in water 
pipes. Pressure in a person’s 
arteries, veins and capillar-
ies is not steady. It surges up 
and drops down with each 
heartbeat. 

The heart is more like an 
old pump jack. When the 
handle is pumped, it cycles 
between the up pump stroke 
and the down return stroke. 
Water rushes out on one 
stroke but just trickles on 
the other. The heart does the 
same. 

When the muscle con-
tracts it pushes a dose of 
blood out but then relaxes 
before the next squeeze and 

pressure drops. Feeling a 
pulse is sensing the pressure 
in the artery pumping up and 

then drop-
ping back.

The hu-
man body 
contains 
about 1.25 
gallons or 
five quarts 
of blood. 
A healthy 
heart is 
about the 
size of two 

fists held touching each 
other. It beats 70 times per 
minute pumping two to 
three ounces of blood each 
stroke. This is 1.5 gallons a 
minute or 2,000 gallons per 
day seven days a week.

 Documenting the circu-
latory system is credited to 
a man named Galen in 157 
AD. Galen was the chief phy-
sician to the gladiators. His 
job was to keep gladiators 
patched and fighting. 

The gruesome sport left 
participants ripped open 

where he worked with their 
still beating hearts. He 
started doing research by 
performing vivisections on 
monkeys and pigs. A vivisec-
tion is performing operations 
on animals for scientific 
research. Galen did get the 
basics figured out.

William Harvey’s research 
in the late 16th century 
resulted in a more detailed 
understanding of the cir-
culatory system. The book 
“Medicine’s 10 Greatest Dis-
coveries,” credits Harvey’s 
discovery of the function of 
the circulatory system as the 
greatest medical discovery of 
all time. 

Harvey preformed 
vivisections on dogs at the 
Royal College of Physicians 
of London. He documented 
all the rates and volumes and 
proved blood flows in two 
loops. 

Pulmonary circulation is 
blood cycling to the lungs for 
oxygen and the systemic sys-
tem moves blood throughout 
the body to supply all our 

cells. Harvey discovered ar-
teries move blood out to the 
body and veins are the return 
system back to the heart.

The measure of blood 
pressure began in 1733 when 
Stephen Hales demonstrated 
he could get a number for 
displacement of blood by 
the heart. In 1828, Poiseuille 
introduced a device inserted 
into an artery and attached 
to a U-shaped tube where 
the pressure balanced a 
column of mercury and to 
this day we use the millime-
ters of mercury scale, but 
not poisonous mercury. It 
was a useful method but not 
practical. 

A more practical method 
of measuring blood pressure 
was devised in 1896 when 
Scipione Riva-Rocci invent-
ed the cuff-based sphyg-
momanometer, aka blood 
pressure monitor. This was 
a device to non-invasively 
measure blood pressure. 

When the pressurized bal-
loon cuff squeezes the arm, 
it responds to the changing 

pressure of the circulatory 
system. Calibrated in milli-
meters of mercury it gives 
two numbers. 

The higher systolic is the 
pressure when the heart 
beats pushing blood out. The 
lower diastolic is the number 
when the heart relaxes 
between beats. Both are 
important. If the top number 
is too high, it leads to strokes 
and heart failure. A high bot-
tom number means the heart 
is never getting to relax and 
always fighting against some 
push back.

 The ideal blood pressure 
is somewhat subjective. It 
really needs to be tailored to 
each individual in consulta-
tion with a physician who 
knows a person’s history. Any 
out of sync combination is 
dangerous. Both numbers 
can be too high. One can be 
high and one low. In some 
cases both can be too low, 
which is hypotension.

Too high may balloon 
arteries as an aneurysm or 

The complicated plumbing of the human heart

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press  

This well-used bass drum was one of the many items on display for the Shiloh 
School 50th Anniversary celebration.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Shiloh School’s 50th Anniversary was a special time for this Hume family. Lin-
da Witt was a member of the school’s first graduating class in 1969, and her 
granddaughter Samantha Gerberding was in the 50th class of 2019. Grand-
sons Landon and Logan Gerberding are also students at the school. Left to 
right, Logan Gerberding, Witt, Samantha Gerberding and Landon Gerberding.

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B
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Her date impressed her 
with gentlemanly manners. He 
opened and shut her car door 
upon arrival at the restaurant. 
He also opened the entry 
door. A cute girl, the hostess, 
greeted them and escorted 
them to a table, neatly adorned 
with silverware, china cups, 
salt and pepper shakers, and a 
napkin holder – all of this ar-
ranged nicely atop an attractive 
tablecloth.

A charming waitress intro-
duced herself and delivered 
two glasses of water after 
they were seated. They both 
ordered a tossed salad, to be 
followed by a plate of fish and 
chips, the Friday night special.  

In short order, the salad 
arrived. So far, the date was 
proceeding well. Conversation 
flowed easily. Both felt com-
fortable and at ease.

Joyce, however, was in a 
quandary. She felt obligated to 
somehow break the news to 
Ron about his open fly. This 
seemed the perfect moment. 
To not inform him would be 
a sin.

“Ron, may I tell you some-
thing?” she said softly while 
leaning forward.  “Just a little 
secret?”

“Sure, “ he replied.  “I’m 
listening.”

nefarious activity.
The sheriff made a name for 

himself when he – in an effort 
to get rid of confiscated pot – 
loaded up a truck, set out for 
the countryside and set his 
cargo ablaze.

It made a fine conflagration. 
The sheriff and his deputies 
reached a high, cattle stag-
gered around in their fields 

and farmers became optimists. 
It was happy time in the 
countryside.

I attended a party during 
the early years at the newspa-
per. In those days, I went to 
lots of parties. Since Carrie 
Nation was dead, I figured 
I did not have too much to 
worry about.

The host had marijuana. We 
sat in a circle and he passed a 
joint around. Under my wife’s 
baneful eye, I took a drag. 

MILESTONES

Smittkamp’s 100th birthday
Reta Dell Smittkamp is cel-

ebrating her 100th birthday 
May 28 with a card shower. 
Cards may be sent to 4430 
N 13 ½ St., Terre Haute, Ind. 
47805.

She was born May 28, 1919, 
at Westfield, and she married 
Chester Allen Smittkamp June 
17, 1939. He passed away in 
March 2010. 

Her children are Robert 
(Jeanette) Smittkamp of 
Bloomington, Jim (Beth) Smit-
tkamp of Peoria, Betty J. Lee of 
Terre Haute and Jerry (Lynda) 
Smittkamp of Thornton, Colo. 
She has six grandchildren, 13 
great-grandchildren and one 
great-great grandson. 

Mrs. Smittkamp enjoys jig-
saw puzzles, going out to eat 
and having visitors. 

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, engagement, wedding or birth for 
free: email nzeman@prairiepress.net or mail The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 

Terre Haute  is calling all artists for 
downtown crosswalk mural project
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Artists residing in the Wa-
bash Valley are invited to sub-
mit a proposal for a crosswalk 
mural design project for down-
town Terre Haute.

Artists in Clay, Parke, Put-
nam, Sullivan, Vermillion, 
and Vigo counties in Indiana 
or Edgar or Clark county in 
Illinois have a unique oppor-
tunity to submit a proposal 
for a crosswalk mural design 
project. Arts Illiana is working 
in partnership with the 41|40 
Arts and Cultural District of 
Terre Haute. Street murals 
are part of an ongoing effort 
to create a thriving public 
art environment to enhance 
Terre Haute’s uniqueness and 
support downtown’s creative 
economy. 

Terre Haute will utilize 
crosswalk designs to develop 
a sense of place in the center 
of the city as well as providing 
a valuable mechanism for in-
creasing pedestrian safety. The 
city currently does not have 
a crosswalk design program. 
The 41|40 District seeks to 
lead the community in this 
effort by producing the first of 
four artistic crosswalks at the 
core of the 41|40 District and 
using that installation as a way 
to establish a sense of place in 
the heart of the Cultural Dis-
trict as well as to gather com-
munity feedback and interest 
in an ongoing crosswalk pro-
gram. 

Painted crosswalks encour-
age traffic calming and by 
taking a functional roadway 
with no appealing surface 
and turning it into an attrac-
tive and interesting but still 
functional roadway, it will 
help develop district identity 
and pride, encourage neigh-
bors to get out walking, and 
engage both residents and 
visitors in the arts.

To encourage varied and 
interesting crosswalk design 
ideas, Arts Illiana is conduct-
ing a juried submission pro-
cess with four artists receiving 
a finalist stipend of $100. A fi-
nal design among the four will 
be chosen as the first cross-
walk design installation. The 
hope is that by seeing these 
engaging designs, other neigh-
borhoods within the city will 
be inspired to adopt the pro-
gram as well.

The initial crosswalk mural 
will be installed at the west 
pedestrian crossing at Seventh 
Street and Wabash Avenue, 
with the intent to complete 
the remaining three crosswalks 
in that area with the same or 
similar winning artist’s design. 
Arts Illiana will work with the 
artist and city of Terre Haute to 
schedule the remaining three 
crosswalks by the end of calen-
dar year 2019.

The committee is seeking 
murals that:
nHave a straightforward 

yet interesting design and be 
simple enough to easily be 
maintained by a non- artist if 
necessary.
nAre semi-permanent and 

will have a life span of at least 
3 to 5 years before needing ma-
jor maintenance.
nWill be 32 feet in length, 

from curb to curb, and roughly 
5 feet, three inches in depth/
height.
nAre limited to no more 

than five colors per crosswalk.
nReflect a consideration to 

the uniqueness of the location.
Submitted designs will be 

paneled by a design review 
committee. 

This committee will select 
four design finalists. Multiple 
designs from the same artist 
may be submitted. 

Artist design submissions 
are due 5 p.m. May 31. The 
committee will make notifi-

cations of the four crosswalk 
designs selected no later than 
June 7, accompanied by an 
executable agreement/con-
tract. 

Painting of the murals takes 
place Sunday, June 30, be-
tween 1 p.m. and 10  p.m. This 
is a mandatory paint date. 

Arts Illiana will work with 
the artist to procure the re-
quired materials in advance of 
the installation date so painting 
of the crosswalk mural can be-
gin and be completed on this 
date.

The budget for this project 
consists of:
n$1,000 for all materials 

and artist’s expenses to com-
plete the crosswalk mural.
nThe four finalists will each 

receive a $100 stipend upon 
being chosen, with the final 
winner receiving the $1,000 
stipend. 
n$300 will be paid for each 

additional crosswalk mural 
installation. This is paid to the 
artist or person(s) doing the 
painting of the crosswalk.
nMay 31 by 5 p.m.  artist de-

sign submissions are due.
nJune 5-7, a local commit-

tee will review submittals and 
select the four finalists and the 
winning design.
n June 7,  artists will be noti-

fied of selection decisions.
nJune 17, Final design, in-

stallation process and materi-
als must be approved by Arts 
Illiana.
nJune 30, the mural design 

painted this day and the artist 
will be notified of 1-10 p.m. 
time frame prior to that date.
nJuly 5, Downtown Terre 

Haute First Friday and the offi-
cial dedication of the crosswalk 
mural. 

Please email questions and 
submission documents to 
info@artsilliana.org with the 
subject line, Crosswalk De-
sign.

“Your fly is unzipped. I have 
a feeling I should let you know 
– that you’d want to know,” she 
smiled slightly.

“Oh golly. Yes. Thank you so 
much, Joyce. I appreciate your 
concern.”  

This he followed with a 
slight smile of his own as his 
hands reached beneath the ta-
ble and covertly corrected the 
problem. He felt thankful this 
correction was being executed 
in secrecy. None of the 30 or 
so diners seemed to notice.

“Thank you,” he added.
“I thought you’d be appre-

ciative,” she said. “Now, will 
you please excuse me while 
I make a trip to the powder 
room?  I need to comb my hair 
a smidgeon.”

“Oh, certainly” he nodded 
his approval.  

He watched her leave and 
weave between tables as she 
walked toward the ladies’ 
room. Her salad was half-eat-
en, but she said she would 
finish on return. She’d com-
mented the wind had ruffled 
her hair when they walked 
across the parking lot.

“Typical girl,” he thought 
to himself.  “They fret about a 
curl of hair being out of place.”

At this moment he decided 
that maybe he too, should take 
a restroom break to check his 
own hair.  

After chewing on another 

MONDAY,
 MAY 27th

Services will begin at 11am downtown,
they then proceed to the Cemetery

(approximately 12:00pm).
Lunch will follow at the American Legion

around 12:30pm.
American Legion Post #211—Paris, IL

All Edgar County Veterans, Spouses
and Surviving Spouses Invited

Hope to see you all there!

MEMORIAL DAY
CELEBRATION

Hosted by The American Legion Family
Sponsored by Prospect Bank

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 05/22:
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 05/24:
Lasagna,

garden salad
& garlic toast

Thur 05/23:
Taco salad
  w/cup of 
creamy 

tomato soup

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Always
Homemade!

You can’t outsource 
the wind.

Good American jobs, harvesting an 
American resource.

The Harvest Ridge Wind Farm will create approximately 
250 construction jobs and 8–10 permanent jobs 
when the project is operational.

bite of salad he pushed his 
chair backward and rose to his 
feet.

What occurred was a very 
loud noise that caused every 
eyeball in the restaurant to 
immediately stare toward him. 
The tablecloth was jerked off 
the table. All wares, plus the 
water glasses and half-eaten 
salad plates crashed to the 
floor like an avalanche.  

There he stood for all 
to see. The tablecloth was 
caught in his zipper. He had 
blindly done that deed when 
informed of the open fly.

Waitresses and the manager 
dashed to his table and quickly 
worked on cleaning up the 
mess. Ron worked on untan-
gling the tablecloth.  

It came loose after the 
third or fourth try. He looked 
around for Joyce, but couldn’t 
see her anywhere. He left 
$20 on the table, more than 
enough to cover the meal 
expense, then dashed to his 
car. No Joyce. She’d seen and 
heard the commotion and 
made a hasty exit via a side 
door.  

They never saw each other 
again. Never had a twinge of 
desire, either.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)

The only high I got came 
when the blonde gave me a 
talking to.

It was a long talking to.
(Harry Reynolds is a 

retired editor and columnist 
from the Mattoon Journal 
Gazette and Charleston 
Time-Courier. He now writes 
columns for the fun of it, in 
which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email 
him at reynoldsharry1943@
gmail.com)

EXPECT
MORE,

GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net
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Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.
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“Un momentito, Señor.” 
They were the only three 

words Israeli intelligence Peter 
Malkin knew in Spanish, but 
they were about to change the 
course of history.

Malkin uttered the words 
to a balding Mercedes-Benz 
factory worker headed home 
from work on May 11, 1960. 
And when the man reluctant-
ly acknowledged him, Malkin 
sprang into action. With the 
help of three other secret 
agents, he wrestled the man to 
the ground and into a car. As 
they sped away, they tied him 
down and covered him with a 
blanket in the back seat. 

This wasn’t an average ab-
duction. The man in the back 
seat was one of the world’s 
most notorious war crimi-

nals: Adolf Eichmann, a Nazi 
official who helped Germany 
carry out the mass murder of 
six million Jews during World 
War II. For years, he had evad-
ed the authorities and lived in 
relative peace in Argentina. 
Now, he was in the custody 
of the Mossad, Israel’s secret 
service — and his once secret 
crimes were about to become 
public knowledge. 

Eichmann’s capture, inter-
rogation and trial were part 
of one of history’s most am-
bitious secret missions. “The 
logistics [of the capture] were 
incredible,” says Guy Walters, 
author of “Hunting Evil: The 
Nazi War Criminals Who Es-
caped and the Quest to Bring 
them to Justice.” “It’s like a 
movie plot that occurs in real 
life. And it woke the world up 
to the Holocaust.” 

But that awakening — and 
Eichmann’s capture — was 
decades in the making. 

When he first joined the 
Austrian Nazi party in 1932, 
few would have predicted 
that Adolf Eichmann had a 
future as a mass murderer. But 
Eichmann was both a skilled 
bureaucrat and a committed 
anti-Semite. He rose swiftly 
through the ranks of the party, 
and by 1935 he was already 
helping the party plan its an-
swers to the so-called “Jewish 
question,” Nazi terminology 
for a debate over how Europe-
an Jews should be treated.

Though he later claimed 
that he was just following or-
ders, Eichmann helped the 
Nazis tackle the logistics of 
mass murder. He attended 
the Wannsee Conference, the 
meeting at which a group of 

high-ranking Nazi officials co-
ordinated the details of what 
they called the “Final Solu-
tion.” Though he did not make 
decisions there, he took notes 
on the conference and pre-
pared data which were used 
by higher-ranking officials 
to determine exactly how to 
murder Europe’s Jewish pop-
ulation. After the conference, 
Eichmann helped implement 
the genocide, coordinating 
the deportation and murder of 
hundreds of thousands of Jews 
in German-occupied areas. 

But though many of the ar-
chitects of the Holocaust were 
arrested, tried at Nuremberg 
and executed after the war, 
Eichmann escaped justice. 
After his capture by Ameri-
cans as the war ended, he es-
caped, changing his identity 
multiple times as he traveled 

throughout postwar Europe. 
In Italy, he was given aid by 
Catholic priests and bishops 
with pro-Nazi sympathies, and 
reached Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina in 1950. 

Eichmann had a new iden-
tity — “Ricardo Klement,” 
laborer. His family joined him 
in Argentina soon after, living 
a relatively quiet life as Eich-
mann attempted to support 
himself at a variety of jobs. But 
he wasn’t the only Nazi in the 
South American country, and 
he didn’t make a secret of his 
past. Eichmann had social ties 
to other escaped Nazis, and 
even sat down for an exten-
sive interview with a pro-Nazi 
journalist, to whom he com-
plained that he had made a 
mistake by not murdering all 
of Europe’s Jews. 

BY ROGER STANLEY
rtanley1937@hotmail.com

The Chippewa Indians found a most 
favorable location along the banks of 
Big Creek as they followed the migra-
tion of the buffalo every spring and ev-
ery winter. 

The site offered many advantages to 
a nomadic people with plenty of run-
ning water and abundant game attract-
ed by a nearby salt lick. In addition, the 
location was a natural high ground for 
camping and provided enough clearing 
to watch for possible attacks.     

This was around 1750 about 80 years 
before the American frontier arrived to 
settle the area that later became Grand-
view and Symmes Townships. 

In the 1830s, settlers found this 
same location to be a choice spot for 
their own use and the perfect place for 
their families to join together to form 
a small village. It was probably a little 
later than the start up of the village of 
Grandview but before the settlement 
of Conlogue. 

The strange configuration of the vil-
lage was caused by one of two things, 
either a large land owner saw fit to split 
his acreage up into smaller plots or be-
cause of several pioneers wanting just 
10 acres to help form a small village, no 
one knows for sure. It became known as 
Ten Acre Town. 

At least 17 plots were associated with 
that settlement, which was never incor-
porated. Some of those plots were still 
found on the Edgar County Atlas of 
1870. Some of the family names includ-
ed as ten-acre owners: Caldwell, Kem-
per, Trogdon, Clinton, Snyder, Perisho, 
Stewart, Redman, Farthing, Nail, Ross 
and Breeding. A name that does not 
appear in this list is David Trine. He 
was born Oct. 3, 1872, to Clayton and 
Isabella Poland Trine in a log cabin in 
Ten-Town. He was the great-grandfa-
ther Dale Trine, who inspired this story.

At one time, there were three gro-
cery and general stores, a blacksmith 
shop and a combination jewelry-photo 
gallery-clock repair shop. In the 1920s, 
there was a Graham garage that devel-
oped into a Ford Tractor implement 
agency. 

The general stores were operated 
by Everett and Jim Graham, Snipe Ja-
cobs and Martin Ward, who also ran 
a huckster route. Dave McIntosh was 
the blacksmith, and the jewelry-pho-
to-clock repair shop was operated by 
Frank Mason. Levi Graham owned the 
garage, and he also served as a school 
teacher. 

Nearby schools were Buchanan, 
which was on the south edge of the 
settlement, and Asher, just northeast 
of the village. These two schools were 
most likely where village children at-

tended.  
Families inhabiting Symmes and 

Grandview townships around Ten 
Town were: Arbuckle, Bishop, Good, 
Gleckler, Graham, Gregg, Huffman, 
Jacob, Maple, Mason, McIntosh, Mor-
row, Nadin, Parsley, Ward and Zimmer-
ly. 

Some of the individual ten-acre lo-
cations have been found in the last few 
years from evidence uncovered by the 
present owners of those parcels. Infor-
mation also trickled in to those same 
people who have heard it second or 
third hand either by neighbors or by 
family ties. 

There is a tie rod buried on the farm 
where Tom Ogle lives which is good 
indication where the Graham Garage 
was located. Ogle has also found the 
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Fleming Begaye Sr., a Na-
vajo code talker who helped 
the Allies gain victory in the 
Pacific Theater in World War 
II, died May 10, 2019, at the 
age of 97. He was one of the 
last remaining members of an 
elite group of Navajo people 
who used their language to 
help transmit top-secret mil-
itary information during the 
war.

Born in 1921 in Red Val-
ley, Ariz., Begaye attended a 
Native American boarding 
school — part of a United 
States policy that forced Na-
tive American children into 
schools that focused on En-
glish-only education. But the 
language of Begaye’s people, 
the Navajo (Diné in Navajo) 
ended up playing a major role 
in Begaye’s life. When World 
War II started, Begaye’s daugh-
ter tells The New York Times, 
Begaye heard the Marines 
were searching for people who 
could speak Navajo. 

He answered the call and 
became part of history. During 
World War I, Choctaw code 
talkers had proven that Native 
American languages — which 
had few speakers due to U.S. 
policies that forced assimila-
tion and drove Native Amer-
icans out of their traditional 
lands — could be used as an 
uncrackable code.

In World War II, the Ma-
rines used that tactic again, 
recruiting speakers of Navajo 
and other languages to send 
and receive messages on the 
battlefield. Navajo is unwrit-
ten and complex, and tests 
revealed it was a quick and 
effective way to transmit vital 
information in the field.

Begaye was one of up to 
420 Navajo men who served 
as code talkers. They were de-
ployed to the Pacific Theater. 
There, Begaye fought in the 
Battle of Tarawa, a 76-hour 
battle to seize a Japanese-held 
island that left more than 
3,000 U.S. troops dead or 
wounded. During the 1943 
battle, the landing craft that 
was taking Begaye to shore was 
destroyed by a Japanese bomb. 
Begaye survived by swimming 
for his life. 

The next year, Begaye al-
most died when he was shot 
while landing on Tinian in 
the Mariana Islands. The 
tiny island was home to a 
Japanese fortress, and Allied 
troops eventually turned it 
into an Air Force base. Be-
gaye was in the hospital for 
nearly a year as he recuperat-
ed from the shooting. 

After the war, the code 
talker returned to the Navajo 
Nation in Arizona, where he 
farmed and began a trading 
post, Begaye’s Corner. It took 
decades for the Navajo code 
talkers’ service to become 
public knowledge after infor-
mation on the program was 
declassified in 1968. In 2017, 
Begaye and other surviving 
code talkers were honored by 
President Donald Trump in a 
controversial event in which 
the president taunted Senator 
Elizabeth Warren. 

“Code Talker Begaye was 
a warrior, a family man, and 
a business man,” said Navajo 
Nation president Jonathan Nez 
in a statement about Begaye’s 
death. “In every aspect of his 
life, he was a loving person who 
cared greatly for his people.” 
Today, fewer than 11 code talk-
ers are thought to still be alive.

I first got acquainted 
with one of those miracu-
lous likable felines when I 
was three 
years old. 

My fam-
ily lived on 
the Jones 
Farm, 
not far 
from Pine 
Grove 
School, 
and of 
course 
I found 
myself getting an education 
on how to treat animals. 
The various exercises of get-
ting along with animals on 
the farm were sometimes 
exciting and sometimes 
informative. 

A young boy has to 
sometimes learn the hard 
way. I learned to not bother 
the dog when he was eat-
ing, to not go in the sheep 
lot when the ram was there 
and to not sic the dog on 
the chickens just to watch 
them flop around and try to 
fly away from him. 

That is just some of the 
normal stuff young farm 
boys learned, but we had a 
special animal to contend 
with. It was Foo-eeze the 
calico mother cat. In the 
wintertime, she slept be-
hind the cook stove in the 
kitchen where she usually 
had a litter of kittens. 

I didn’t dare step on her 
tail, because that resulted in 
a snarl and the possibility of 
having my britches ripped 
to shreds, if I didn’t make a 
beeline for the other room. 

She was adept at bringing 
stray kitties to the back 
porch and wanting us to 
let her in the house to feed 
another little one. Mom 
Betty must have indoctri-
nated that cat because my 
mom could make friends 
with anybody who needed 
an ear to talk to. 

Foo-eeze must have been 
a Holstein cat because she 
could feed six or seven kit-
tens at a time. I don’t know 
about the gestation cycle 
of a cat, but she had at least 
two litters in the winter 
when she was allowed in 

Lessons 
learned 
from a 
mother cat 

See STANLEY, Page 4B

See EICHMANN, Page 4B

One of the 
last Navajo 
code talkers 
has died

Nazi hunters on the trail

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press
Ruins in the woods are believed the remnants of an old jewelry shop in the community of Ten Town.

Israel launched a daring spy operation to capture Nazi mass murderer Adolf Eichmann

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIESearching for Ten Town

Roger Stanley/ The Prairie Press

Donald Newhart stands in front of his home, which was the former Buchanan 
School where he attended for eight years. The Buchanan School served students 
in the former Ten Town area.

See TEN TOWN, Page 4B

A HIDDEN SETTLEMENT
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Rumors of Eichmann’s 
activities in Argentina made 
their way to the United 
States, Europe and Israel. But 
though both West German 
and American intelligence 
operations received tips on 
Eichmann, they didn’t follow 
up on the leads. “It wasn’t the 
job of the Americans to hunt 
Nazis,” said Walters. 

But there was a new state 
that was very interested in 
arresting Eichmann: Israel. 
Thanks to Lothar Herrmann, 
a blind Jewish refugee who had 
fled to Argentina after being 

the house and at least two 
litters in the summer in the 
cob room of the coalhouse. 

I had to watch whenever I 
got cobs to start fires. I didn’t 
dare just rake a bunch of 
cobs in the bucket without 
closely inspecting that dark 
corner of the coalhouse. If I 
wasn’t paying attention and 
I heard a little mew, I knew 
I had found a new litter of 
kittens. Yep, all of a sudden 
there was old Foo-eeze right 
in my face until I backed out 
of that torture chamber and 
dragged that cob bucket to 

the house or out to the tank 
heater. 

Our dog, Shep also had 
to watch out for that litter 
of kittens in the coalhouse 
because he liked to sleep in 
the cob bin when it was cool 
and rainy. A time or two he 
interrupted a kitten litter and 
the next thing he was run-
ning lickety-split out of there 
with that calico cat firmly 
attached to his hind end. He 
likely got a ragged scratch on 
his nose before he got turned 
around. He was like me and 
pretty well left that mother 
feline alone. 

She was a good old cat, and 
we never had a mouse in the 

foundation of where the 
Graham family home was 
near the garage. 

A berm visible in Ogle’s 
pasture is a remnant from a 
demonstration of how well 
the new model 9N Ford trac-
tor handled a slip scraper with 
its newly designed lift appara-
tus. This was probably done in 
the 1940 era as Graham was 
the first Ford tractor dealer in 
Edgar County. The berm did 
serve a purpose to hold a hill-
side from washing away. 

Paul Maynard’s yard has two 
grinding stones found near 
his home, which he believes 
showed where one of the 
general stores was found. On 
the road that is the township 
line and toward the southeast 
corner of the lost village are 
the remains of a foundation 
of a home where Henry Bur-
ris lived at one time. This was 
also known to be the location 
of the jewelry-photo store ran 
by Frank Mason. 

The blacksmith shop was 
located on ground where 
Butch Setzer now lives. It 
was at the intersection of 550 
Road and 1100th Road on the 
northwest corner.

One of the other interesting 
finds was the old Buchanan 
School, just south of the Ogle 
farm. The school is shown in 

the 1870 Atlas of Edgar Coun-
ty. 

Land for the school was 
donated by Jacob Zimmerly, 
the grandfather of Donald 
Newhart, who now lives in the 
building on the school site. 
The old school was destroyed 
by a tornado and was rebuilt 
in 1930. After the closing of 
the school in the 1940s, the 
building was remodeled and 
now serves as the home of Ne-
whart and his wife. It is bit of 
nostalgia for Newhart to live 
there because he went all eight 
years of his primary school 
days there in the building.

Ten Acre Town was a very 
unique settlement estab-
lished in the early days of Ed-
gar County. The community 
still has strong ties to the citi-
zens who live there now, and 
they have a sense of respon-
sibility to help each other no 
matter what. They still have 
unofficial titles of some who 
are considered mayor, sher-
iff, building inspector and 
postmaster indicating the 
humorous character of the 
neighborhood. 

The town may be forgotten 
and hard to find, but the pur-
pose of those who live there is 
no hidden treasure.

 Butch Setzer, Tom Ogle, 
Eddie George, Paul Maynard, 
Dale Trine and Donald Ne-
whart provided information 
for this story.

Roger Stanley/ The Prairie Press

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Ogle is on acreage near the south end of the Ten Town community and near to where the Graham 
Garage was located.

Special to The Prairie Press

The Ten Town area of Grandview and Symmes townships derived 
its name from the many 10-acre plots in the area.
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The Lake Land College Board of Trustees is accepting 
letters of interest to fill a vacancy on the Board. 

Interested individuals must submit written materials by 
May 28, 2019 to:

Lake Land College Office of the President,
Attn: Jean Anne Grunloh,  

Senior Executive to the President
5001 Lake Land Blvd., Mattoon, IL 61938.

The following materials should be submitted: reason for 
seeking the appointment, qualifications and experience in 
other areas which may enhance public policy or decision-

making. Eligibility requirements are: U.S. citizenship, 
18 years of age or older, a resident of Illinois for one 
year immediately preceding election, and a resident 
of Community College District No. 517 for one year 

immediately preceding election.

The board will vote on a replacement at the  
June 10, 2019 board meeting and the individual selected 

will take his or her seat at the July 15, 2019 board meeting. 
The individual selected by the board to fill the vacancy will 
serve until the next consolidated election in April of 2021.
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imprisoned in Dachau, they 
learned of his whereabouts and 
began planning one of histo-
ry’s most ambitious captures. 
When Herrmann discovered 
Eichmann was in Argentina 
through his daughter Sylvia, 
who dated one of Eichmann’s 
sons, he wrote to Germany 
with the information. 

A German-Jewish judge, 
Fritz Bauer, asked for more de-
tails, so with Sylvia’s help, Her-
rmann provided Eichmann’s 
address. Worried that Nazi 
sympathizers would alert Eich-
mann to any German investi-
gation, Bauer covertly tipped 
off Mossad, the Israeli secret 
service, instead. Mossad as-

sembled a snatch team — most 
of whom had seen their entire 
families wiped out during the 
Holocaust — to abduct Eich-
mann. 

Their goal was not just to 
capture him, but to get him 
back to Israel where he could 
be tried publicly for his crimes. 
The plan was simple enough. 
As the team spied on Eich-
mann, they realized that his 
routine was extremely predi-
cable. They decided to capture 
him as he walked back home 
after getting off of a city bus 
after work. 

The carefully orchestrat-
ed plan to abduct Eichmann 
on May 11, 1960 was almost 

foiled when Eichmann didn’t 
get off the bus at the expect-
ed time. Half an hour later, 
though, Eichmann got off of a 
later bus. Malkin and his asso-
ciates accosted him on a quiet, 
dark street. They took him to 
a safe house in Buenos Aires, 
where he was interrogated for 
days before he was drugged 
and put on a plane to Israel. 

The trial that followed was 
among the first to be tele-
vised in its entirety. It gripped 
millions with its emotional 
testimony and its first-person 
views of the reality of the Ho-
locaust. At the trial, Eichmann 
presented the same deceptively 
normal facade he had kept up 

in Argentina — an image of a 
meek bureaucrat who simply 
followed orders. That image 
caused political theorist Han-
nah Arendt to coin the term, 
“the banality of evil,” arguing 
that Eichmann was not a psy-
chopath, but a normal human. 

“Actually, Eichmann was a 
rabid zealous key Nazi who 
was absolutely delighted to do 
his bit to try and kill as many 
Jews as possible,” says Walters. 
“He wasn’t just a function-
ary.” Though he insisted to the 
end that he wasn’t responsi-
ble for the Holocaust, Adolf 
Eichmann was found guilty 
by a special tribunal. He was 
hanged May 31, 1962. 

coalhouse or the house. The 
barn was the recipient of all 
the kittens, and they kept the 
mice in the barn thinned out.

My mom spoiled that cat 
to pieces because she always 
had something for her to eat 
between the mouse lunches, 
and she let her in the house 
in the winter. 

Most men seem to not like 
cats as well as the women, 
but my dad made an excep-
tion for Foo-eeze, either 
because her offspring kept 
the mice and sparrows out of 
the hen house or because he 
found it wise to humor my 
mom.

Sometimes when we 

finished separating the milk 
on the back porch Dad put 
some milk in a saucer on the 
floor. Shep deferred his turn 
for warm milk until Foo-eeze 
had her fill and made her way 
back to the kitchen. 

Shep may have found a 
few left over slobbers and 
cautiously scratched the door 
to go outside because he was 
not a real housedog. I know 
why, he was either afraid of 
Foo-eeze or my mom, guess 
which? 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rstanley1937@
hotmail.com.) 

Roger Stanley/ The Prairie Press

Big Creek flows through the area once known as the Ten Town 
community.
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FORT WORTH, Texas — 
Stained glass is fragile. So, too, 
are the fortunes of a stained 
glass artist.

Don Young and his wife, 
Debora, were reminded of 
that lesson last month with 
the abrupt cancellation of a 
lucrative, once-in-a-lifetime 
commission to produce a se-
ries of stained glass windows 
for the J.W. MacGorman 
Chapel and Performing Arts 
Center on the campus of 
Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary.

The project, launched in 
2013, was to take a dozen 
years or more and could have 
brought the Youngs, who run 
a small studio out of their Fort 
Worth home, as much as $2 

million in income.
“In our line of work, a job 

like that — oh, my God, it just 
doesn’t happen,” Don Young 
said in an interview with Re-
ligion News Service.

“It was like a dream. And 
then, just like that, we went 
from a dream job with a regu-
lar paycheck to nothing.”

The windows, more than 
60 in all, were to honor titans 
of the conservative resur-
gence within the Southern 
Baptist Convention. That 
movement began in the late 
1970s with the stated goal of 
reversing what its proponents 
perceived as a liberal drift 
away from an unbending, un-
ambiguous adherence to bib-
lical inerrancy.

One tenet of the conser-
vative movement is the Bible 

prescribes separate roles for 
men and women, precluding 
the latter from several func-
tions of ministry. Another is 
that science can never over-
ride the supreme truth of 
scripture — on, for example, 
such matters as creation.

In early April, the semi-
nary’s board of trustees an-
nounced it was removing the 
32 windows the Youngs had 
already completed, “in the 
best interest of the institu-
tion.”

Southwestern Baptist of-
fered no further explanation 
for the decision. A seminary 
spokesman, after initially 
saying he would respond to a 
written request from RNS for 
comment, did not do so.

One of the windows paid 
homage to Paige Patterson, 

the longtime president of 
Southwestern Baptist who 
was fired last year.

A June 1, 2018, written 
statement from Kevin Ueck-
ert, chairman of Southwest-
ern’s board of trustees, said 
the board unanimously con-
cluded that Patterson ignored 
or mishandled female stu-
dents’ complaints of sexual as-
sault, both at the Fort Worth 
seminary and at Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Wake Forest, N.C., where 
Patterson had previously 
served as president.

Patterson has steadfastly 
declined to comment on his 
firing or on the allegations the 
trustees said compelled it.

Another of the Youngs’ 
windows depicted Paul 
Pressler, a Southern Baptist 

leader from Houston who 
became the subject of a 2017 
lawsuit alleging decades of 
sexual abuse. Pressler denied 
the allegations of abuse in 
court filings. Those abuse 
claims against Pressler, a for-
mer Texas legislator and state 
appellate judge, were dis-
missed last November.

Frank Page, a former SBC 
leader depicted in a window, 
resigned last year after admit-
ting to improper conduct.

Southwestern Baptist said 
it would safely store the win-
dows until it figured out what 
to do with them.

On Friday, Jerry Falwell 
Jr., the president of Liberty 
University in Lynchburg, 
Va., announced he’d brought 
two of the windows — one 
depicting his father, the late 

Jerry Falwell, Liberty’s found-
er — to the university, where 
they’ll be displayed in the Jer-
ry Falwell Museum.

Falwell, speaking at Lib-
erty’s baccalaureate service, 
took the opportunity to re-
buke what he called a new 
regime within the Southern 
Baptist Convention that’s 
turning away from the high 
view of Scripture advanced by 
his father and others.

“We will continue to hon-
or the conservative leaders 
who reformed the Southern 
Baptist Convention,” he told 
the graduating Liberty stu-
dents, “and we place our hope 
in your generation to be the 
ones to step up and provide 
better leadership for the fu-
ture.”

Ornate chapel windows scrapped

What 
Christians 
can see in 
“Endgame”

Warning spoilers to Mar-
vel’s “Endgame” included.

 When aged Steve Rog-
ers, aka 
Captain 
America, 
handed 
over his 
iconic 
shield 
to his 
successor 
in the last 
minutes 
of Mar-

vel’s “End-
game,” the most successful 
movie franchise in history 
drew to a close. 

Through 22 films and 
over 11 years a direction 
was painstakingly followed, 
a huge cast of characters 
developed and evolved 
and a storyline intensified. 
April 2018’s “Infinity War” 
left a mesmerized audience 
shocked and then for a 
year speculating how the 
Avengers could undo the 
loss of half of all life. Finally 
“Endgame” opened and a 
worldwide audience found 
out.  

The movie with special 
effects, time travel and 
massive fight scene was 
brilliant and stunning in 
its scope, but even more 
intelligently crafted was the 
intrigue camouflaged in 
plain sight.   

Upon careful examina-
tion enthusiasts recog-
nized that imbedded in the 
film were dozens of what 
are known as Easter eggs 
by film fans.  These were 
subtle, easily overlooked 
images, numbers, actors 
and allusions to the larger 
Marvel Universe.   Just as 
audiences looked for the 
cameo appearance of Stan 
Lee, other more obscure 
nuggets also existed.  

Since Tony Stark created 
an artificial device to power 
his heart as Iron Man in 
2008, until that same arc 
floated across the lake in a 
bouquet of flowers in “End-
game,” the Russo Brothers 
linked it all together. Every 
scene, every object, image, 
number or picture on a 
wall, every reference, noth-
ing appeared by chance. 
It was all meticulously 
blended. 

The Bible flows flawless 
in one continuous sto-
ryline, although delivered 
to us by 40 different writ-
ers (most who never knew 
the others) from various 
cultures and locations. 
They transcribed over a 
period of 1,500 years, in 
three different continents, 
using three different 
languages.  Undergirding it 
all is supreme intelligence 
one divine author. And 
some thought that Marvel 
and the Russo’s were 
clever?  

Here is an overwhelming 
reason to believe the Bible’s 

JACK
HOFFMAN
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR, Page 6B

Turmoil at Southwestern Baptist Theological  Seminary leaves stained glass artists picking up the pieces

See SEMINARY, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

WASHINGTON — Felicia Sand-
ers, who survived the shooting four 
years ago at Mother Emanuel Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Charleston, S.C., told a tale of two Bi-
bles.

First, there was the holy book she 
used for the Bible study the shooter 
infiltrated that Wednesday night in 
June of 2015, returned to her after she 
demanded it from the coroner’s office. 
From the Gospel of Mark on, its pages, 
though specially cleaned, are still pink 
from blood shed during the attack.

The other was given to her by the 
coroner: It was found on the body of 
her son, Tywanza, one of the “Emanuel 
9” who were killed in the tragedy.

“She said, ‘I got this out of his pock-
et,’” Sanders said tearfully in an inter-
view. “So that meant a lot to me to know 
that he was on the right path. And, as a 
mom, I think I did everything that I was 
supposed to do as a mother.”

Sanders told her story while sitting in 
a theater at Museum of the Bible, where 
a new documentary about the Mother 
Emanuel shootings was screened Tues-
day. May 14. Hers was one of many 
accounts told in person, on the screen 
and in a roundtable interview with 
reporters before the film showed to a 
crowd that included members of the 
media and those directly affected by 
the shooting.

The survivors and family members 
of victims spoke of forgiveness — 
though some are at different stages 
than others — and answered ques-
tions about securing houses of worship. 
Some family members said they had 
cried anew as they continued to grieve 
for loved ones whose lives were taken 
by Dylann Roof, a white supremacist 
bent on starting a race war.

The 90-minute documentary, 
co-produced by a dozen people, includ-
ing celebrities Stephen Curry, Mariska 
Hargitay and Viola Davis, recounts the 

devastation wrought by the gunfire in 
the church and depicts the aftermath of 
investigations, court hearings and the 
ways the families and the community 
are remembering those slaughtered.

Journalists describe the “Holy City” 
of Charleston’s not-so-holy past — an 
estimated 40 percent of U.S. slaves 
arrived in its port — and another 
commentator notes continuing fas-
cination with Southern slaveholding 
history, calling it a Confederate Disn-
eyland where tourists can still be ad-
dressed as sir and ma’am.

The documentary is set to be shown 
in more than 1,000 theaters nationwide 
on June 17, the anniversary of the at-
tack, and two days later in a distribu-
tion partnership with Fathom Events, a 
company that specializes in short theat-
rical runs of movies and Metropolitan 
Opera performances.

But the most prominent voices in 
the documentary and at the gathering 
afterward were the people most closely 
tied to the tragedy at one of the oldest 
black churches in the South.

Nadine Collier, who is featured in 
the film, told reporters after the screen-
ing that she missed everything about 
her mother, Ethel Lance: “her smile, 
her conversation, the phone calls, the 
times I would cook for her.”

The Rev. Anthony Thompson, pas-

tor of a Reformed Episcopal church 
in Charleston, regrets he never got his 
usual goodbye kiss from his wife, Myra.

Collier said she was struck by the 
documentary’s depiction of the po-
lice who pulled over Roof’s vehicle in 
North Carolina hours after the killings.

“When they caught him, they didn’t 
rough him up,” she said. “I know I was 
the first one that said I forgave him — 
of course I did, but I’m a human and I 
also can be angry. I got feelings. That 
kind of striked my nerve tonight as I 
look back at it.”

Much of the documentary centered 
on the survivors’ attempts to forgive, 
with some quickly saying they forgave 
Roof and others displaying shock at the 

suddenness with which some forgave. 
On screen, Melvin Graham Jr. listed 
places where his sister Cynthia Hurd 
was shot seven times and said, “I’m a 
work in progress” when it comes to 
forgiving Roof for killing her.

But in an interview after the screen-
ing Graham said he’d traveled an emo-
tional road of anger and resentment 
but learned to keep going.

“I had a dream about a year ago, and 
my sister came into a room with some 
other people and we just hugged,” he 
said. “And, for me, that was the release 
I needed to just let it go and move for-
ward.”

He added that he doesn’t think 

Survivors speak in “Emanuel”
Special to The Prairie Press

Congregants hold up photos of the victims of the church shooting in Charleston during a prayer vigil at the Friday at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washing-
ton, D.C. Four years after the act of hate, a new documentary “Emanuel” is set to be released to coincide with the anniversary.

As AME documentary 
screens, survivors, 
families mull grief and 
guns

See EMANUEL, Page 7B

Special to The Prairie Press

South Carolina state Sen. Vincent 
Sheheen, sits next to the draped desk 
of Sen. Clementa Pinckney at the 
statehouse in Columbia, S.C. Pinckney 
was one of nine people killed in a mass 
shooting June 17, 2015, at Mother 
AME Church in Charleston, S.C. A new 
documentary to be released June 17, 
2019, tells the story of the survivors, 
the community and the church.

CONGREGATION REMEMBERS THE “EMANUEL 9”
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MAY 21 PHS BACCALAUREATE
A baccalaureate service for the 
Paris High School Class of 2019 
is 7 p.m. May 21 at the First Unit-
ed Methodist Church. The public 
is invited to attend the service 
for the students.

MAY 21 WOMEN’S LUNCHEON
The Christian Women’s Con-
nection of Terre Haute monthly 
luncheon is 11 a.m. May 21 in the 
MCL meeting room at Meadows 
Shopping Center. The speaker 
is Sharon Cicardo discussing 
relationships and music is by 

GRACE NOTES

message. During a millen-
nium and a half of convuls-
ing changes during which 
world powers demanded 
allegiance to their particu-
lar god or dogma, there was 
one continuous message of 
redemption being recorded 
for our wayfaring planet. 

Redemption’s message 
was delivered to Adam and 
Eve and included the first 
Easter egg in the Bible, a 
veiled reference about the 
Messiah, “the seed of the 
woman that would crush 
the head of the serpent.” 
The Old Testament is 
saturated with Easter eggs 
we term as typology and 
prophecy.  

God inspired New Tes-
tament writ on the Second 
Coming of Jesus Christ and 
while the true end game is 
yet to play out, it is scripted 
in detail in the last book of 
the Bible titled Revelation. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Paris First United 
Methodist Church has an-
nounced special summer 

Summer service hours 
announced at First UMC

When you get sick or injured, it’s not always during 

regular business hours. That’s why Horizon Health offers 

EZ Care walk-in clinics. From sinus infections and the flu 

to minor sprains and cuts, EZ Care is here to help. With 

extended daily hours plus weekends in two locations,  

EZ Care is here for you every day of the week.

EZ CARE at Horizon Health 

MYHORIZONHEALTH.ORG

MORE CONVENIENCE (LESS SCHEDULING)

Paris 

1 Phipps Lane 
Paris, IL 61944 
217-463-4340

 

Hours: 
Mon. - Fri. | 9 am - 7 pm 
Sat. & Sun. | 10 am - 6 pm

Marshall  

1602 N. IL Hwy 1 
Marshall, IL 62441 
217-826-3299

 

Hours: 
Fri. | 9 am - 7 pm 
Sat. & Sun. | 10 am - 6 pm

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 
Marshall, Illinois 62441

Ford

Your new

adventure 
awaits at Dorsett!

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

Retail 
Meat Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Having a 

Graduation Party?SALE
Pre-order your Patties, 
Brats and Hot Dogs!

CustomButchering

Lincoln Trail State Park, Marshall, IL • 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1
For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail Family 
         Restaurant

Saturday Night Specials!
Surf & Turf: Aussie-style marinated sirloin steak with 
1/2# snow crabs legs served with choice of side and 

1 trip to the salad bar. 
Berry Kickin’ Chicken: Our house-brined chicken glazed 
with a smoked chili pepper and mixed berry sauce served 

with a smoked sweet potato and 1 trip to the salad bar.

Sunday Specials!
Lasagna a la Lawler served with garlic bread and 

1 trip to the salad bar.
The best ever Turkey sandwich served with fries.

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

Student pastor’s arrest “immoral”
CHICAGO — Lutherans 

are speaking out and gathering 
in prayer after a student pastor 
at a church in Racine, Wis., 
was arrested last week by U.S. 
Immigration and Customs En-
forcement.

Betty Rendón, who came 
to the United States from Co-
lombia, was arrested by ICE on 
May 8 after her application for 
asylum was rejected. Rendón 
is a lay minister in the mainline 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of America, according to the 
denomination’s presiding bish-
op, the Rev. Elizabeth Eaton.

An update on the Emaus 
ELCA Church website said 
she was arrested along with 
her husband; her daughter, 
who is a DACA recipient; and 
a cousin who was staying with 
the family at their home in Chi-
cago. ICE later confirmed in a 
statement Rendón and anoth-
er woman were arrested.

On Twitter, Eaton called for 
people to attend a prayer vigil 
Wednesday evening, May 15, 
for Rendón and others held at 
a detention center in nearby 
Kenosha, Wis. She also asked 
them to contact their represen-
tatives and senators.

And the Rev. Paul Erickson, 

bishop of the ELCA’s Greater 
Milwaukee Synod, said the 
student pastor’s arrest may be, 
“legal, but it is immoral.”

“I would certainly imagine 
that we have better ways to use 
our governmental resources 
than targeting a family who 
has, to my knowledge, been a 
blessing to every community 
that they’ve ever been a part 
of. We’ve got a broken system, 
and the sharp edges of that bro-
kenness are now being felt by 
those who are most vulnerable 
among us,” Erickson said.

Rendón has been preach-
ing at Emaus for the past three 
months while studying for 
her doctorate at the Lutheran 
School of Theology at Chicago, 
according to Erickson.

She fled Colombia when 
guerrillas attacked the school 
she directed there, according to 
the update about her arrest on 
Emaus’ website.

Her application for asylum 
in the U.S. was rejected because 
there was no police report doc-
umenting the attack, according 
to the post. She had exhausted 
her appeals and was issued an 
order of deportation, though it 
never was executed, it said.

ICE’s statement said she 

was ordered removed from the 
country by a federal immigra-
tion judge on May 22, 2008, 
and the Board of Immigration 
Appeals upheld that order the 
next year.

“We are at a loss to explain 
why ICE should have decided 
to execute it now, just as Pastor 
Rendón is beginning her doc-
toral studies in preaching at the 
LSTC in Chicago,” the church 
said.

Rendón’s daughter later was 
released from ICE custody and 
reunited with her own 5-year-
old daughter, who was present 
during the arrests, according 
to the church update. She is 
barred from being deported 
under DACA, or Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals, it 
said.

Rendón remains in ICE cus-
tody pending her removal to 
Colombia, according to ICE.

Immigration long has been 
an important issue to the 
ELCA.

“There is a deep passion in 
our communities certainly for 
immigrants and refugees be-
cause it resonates with our own 
story,” Erickson said. “It also is 
a simple way for us to live out 
our faith that we care for the 

least among us and the most 
vulnerable in our midst.”

The bishop pointed out  
many American Lutherans ar-
rived in the country just a few 
generations ago as immigrants 
from Northern Europe.

Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Service was estab-
lished around World War II as 
the church worked to resettle 
immigrants and refugees from 
war-torn Europe. In 1998, the 
ELCA’s church council issued a 
social message on immigration, 
noting that, “Our country’s his-
tory exhibits an ugly strain of 
exclusionary attitudes and pol-
icies toward newcomers who 
differ from the majority.”

And a decade ago the church 
council passed a resolution re-
committing the denomination 
to, “join with others in seeking 
compassionate, just, and wise 
immigration reform.”

“We’ve got to find a health-
ier way to live as God’s people, 
as Americans,” Erickson said. 
“This is not just a faith issue. 
This is an American issue. This 
is not who we are as a people, 
stirring up fear and being pu-
nitive in this way. We’ve got to 
find a healthier way to live as 
God’s people, as Americans.” 

The stained glass project 
was conceived and organized 
six years ago by Dorothy Pat-
terson, the wife of Paige Pat-
terson. She led efforts to pri-
vately raise money to pay for 
the windows.

“My dream,” she told the 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram in 
December 2013, “was to por-
tray the 20-year history of the 

conservative resurgence of 
the Southern Baptist church.”

But Dorothy Patterson’s 
dream was not shared by the 
seminary’s trustees, said Deb-
ora Young.

“It was Dorothy’s pet,” she 
said. “The trustees were never 
really in favor of it. But Doro-
thy wanted it done, so every-
one just sort of went along 
with it.”

Paige and Dorothy Patter-
son (along with their black 

EMANUEL
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about Roof but instead 
dwells on the thousands 
of books given in honor of 
his librarian sister and the 
scholarships named after 
her.

“It was hard to not let go 
when others were giving me 
and my family so much love 
and support,” he said.

At the museum, journal-
ist and commentator Ro-
land Martin asked a panel 

of four people most affected 
by the Emanuel shooting 
how they respond to others 
who believe that the answer 
to tragedies such as this is to 
arm everybody.

He got a mixed response. 
Collier said she had no im-
mediate answer other than 
prayer. Chris Singleton, 
whose mother, Sharonda 
Coleman-Singleton, was 
killed, said he had vowed 
to never have a gun in his 
house.

Polly Sheppard, the survi-
vor Roof said he kept alive 
so she could tell the story 
of what happened June 17, 
2015, was among those who 
voted for stronger gun laws.

“I think it just begins with 
the automatic guns ‘cause 
what do you need with a gun 
to shoot 16 to 21 rounds?” 
she asked. “You don’t hunt 
with that. That’s weapons of 
mass destruction. Why do 
we need those on the street 
in America?”

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

YOUR
CHOICE!

MIX & MATCH Select Appearance Products

Buy one, get one

Special of

Clean It! Shine It! Protect It!
the month!

50% OFF

Pastor Andy Fishback. Christine 
Niemeyer of the Lili Pad at the 
Meadows Shopping Center is 
the special feature. Call 812-
234-7388 or 812-249-3084 to 
make reservations.

VBS DATES ANNOUNCED
The First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) Vacation 
Bible School is July 29-Aug. 2 
and the theme is The Incredible 
Race from Answers in Genesis. 
The Lake Ridge Christian Church 
Vacation Bible School is June 2-7 
and the theme is Groups Roar.

service hours between June 
2 and Sept. 1. Adult Sunday 
School is 8 a.m. followed by 
a single worship service at 9 
a.m.

The scriptwriter, pro-
ducer and director of the 
ages placed everything, 
however obscure, in his 
word for a purpose. Every 
prophecy, every typology, 
every character, every nu-
ance and clue interlocks 
lending to the perfect 
flow of a storyline that 
will culminate in an end 
game that sets everything 
right.   

All might want to give 
serious consideration 
to the real storyline of 
Jesus Christ’s redemption 
because the end game is 
about to commence, our 
super hero is returning 
and every eye will watch 
that show. Get on the 
winning team.

(Jack Hoffman is the 
senior pastor at Corner-
stone Baptist Church 
in Paris. Email him at 
jillandjack1971@gmail.
com. Pastor’s Perspective 
is provided by the Paris 
Ministerial Fellowship.)

Labrador) were the subjects 
of one of the windows in-
stalled by the Youngs.

Other Baptist luminaries 
immortalized in etched and 
colored glass included Rick 
Warren, O.S. Hawkins, W.A. 
Criswell, Jimmy Draper, Jerry 
Vines and Richard Land.

Paige Patterson, a former 
president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and the 
Fort Worth seminary’s force-
ful president for 15 years, was 
a leading architect of the con-
servative resurgence.

At a Southwestern chapel 
service in 2015, he said he re-
called a time in the late 1970s 
when just 16 professors in 
Southern Baptist seminaries 
believed in biblical inerrancy.

“Now,” he proudly added, 
“just a few years later, you can 
go to any one of our six theo-
logical seminaries, and you 
will not find one single pro-
fessor who does not believe 
in the inerrancy and the infal-
libility of God’s Word. That is 
a phenomenal act of God.” 

Don Young, a Texas native, 
said he was raised as a Bap-

tist but that neither he nor 
his wife is an adherent to the 
church.

“We’re spiritual,” the 
67-year-old artist said, “but 
I’d describe our religion as 
bohemian.”

The Youngs had planned to 
complete about three dozen 
windows before the project 
was canceled. Don Young 
said no one from Southwest-
ern told him or Debora the 
windows were coming down. 
They learned about it after the 
fact from an online news story.

“We were taken totally by 
surprise. No one from there 
has contacted us about the 
removal — including Mrs. 
Patterson,” he said.

“When people ask me if I’m 
sorry about what happened, I 
tell them, ‘Honestly, I’m sorry 
about the money.’ We have no 
complaints. We did really well 
for these past few years. We 
made enough to pay off our 
house 10 years early.

“But we were counting on 
working on this for several 
years more. That was going to 
be our retirement.”
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Horizon Health employees 
outnumbered the few citizens 
attending the Horizon Health 
ambulance question and an-
swer session late Tuesday af-
ternoon, May 14.

The purpose was to give 
the public a chance to ask 
questions following the Edgar 
County Board awarding Hori-
zon Health the contract to 
provide ambulance response 
to the special service area of 
Hunter, Stratton, Elbridge, 
Symmes, Grandview, Buck 
and Paris townships. The de-
cision put the long-time Edgar 
County Special Service Area 
Ambulance (ECSSAA) ser-
vice owned by Eric and Nicole 
Shaughnessy out of business. 

Only a few questions came 
from the public and Saman-

tha McCarty, Horizon Health 
Critical Care Manager, pro-
vided most of the answers.

“In looking at the process 
a year ago, the hospital board 
decided it was in its best in-
terest to have its own ambu-
lance,” said McCarty. 

Horizon Health has two 
ambulances in service doing 
hospital transfers and a third 
recently arrived and will be 
in service by June 1 when the 
Horizon Health contract for 
emergency response within 
the special service area starts. 
Per the county’s bid require-
ments, two fully staffed ambu-
lances must be ready around 
the clock, with a third ambu-
lance as a backup.

McCarty said a fourth am-
bulance is on order and should 
arrive sometime during the 
summer. 

“Staffing has been in-
creased,” said McCarty, add-
ing Horizon Ambulance is still 
interviewing and hiring. 

She anticipates employing 
36 people. Full-time people 
will work 24-hours shifts and 
some part-time hires are on 
12-hour shifts.

Responding to a series of 
questions regarding an un-
satisfactory past operation of 
the special service ambulance 
by the hospital, McCarty said 
she cannot speak to what hap-
pened then.

She explained both the hos-
pital emergency room and the 
ambulance are separate opera-
tions although both are under 
her supervision. Jesse Lewsad-
er is managing the ambulance 
operation and each shift has 
a daily supervisor so there is 
organizational accountability.

“That’s the same structure 
every fire department or po-
lice force has,” said McCarty.

She is the person ultimately 
responsible for the ambulance 
operation to both Horizon 
Health management and to 
the Edgar County Board. 

“I have worked in emergen-
cy medicine for 23 years,” said 
McCarty. “I don’t sleep and 
my phone is never shut off.”

One question voiced con-
cerns about the building the 
Shaughnessy’s used as an 
ambulance bay, claiming it is 
county property and taxpayer 
money went into rehabilitat-
ing the facility.

County board member Karl 
Farnham Jr. dispelled that 
idea saying the county does 
not own the building. It was 
owned by the Shaughnessys 
as part of the ECSSAA busi-

ness they purchased from Dee 
Burgin, and they have since 
sold it in preparation for clos-
ing their business.

Farnham also answered a 
question about left over mon-
ey from the special service area 
tax. He said a little more than 
$100,000 is in the account 
and will remain there since it 
is a spending restricted fund 
and cannot be used for other 
purposes. The county will not 
levy for the ambulance service 
since the Horizon Health bid 
claimed an ability to operate 
an ambulance without the 
need for tax money.

With a five-year contract in 
place, Farnham saw no rea-
son to anticipate collecting 
tax money for the ambulance 
during that time.

McCarty took the oppor-
tunity to address an issue 

not raised at the forum but is 
one circulating in the public 
claiming the Horizon Health 
ambulance cannot respond 
efficiently because the peo-
ple hired are from out of the 
county and are unfamiliar 
with the area.

She explained everyone is 
doing map drills in order to 
memorize roads and how to 
respond to different addresses. 
In addition, ambulance crews 
are meeting and working with 
dispatchers at the jail, law en-
forcement and firefighters to 
ensure efficient communica-
tions and a smooth transfer.

“I’m extremely proud of 
the staff we have, and they de-
serve everyone giving them a 
chance,” said McCarty. “They 
have been to school for this, 
and they are committed to 
caring for the community.”

Ambulance questions addressed

Benefits of 
resistance 
training

No matter their age, 
health or experience, indi-
viduals who go to the gym 

have one 
thing in 
common: 
they are 
looking 
for a way 
to maxi-
mize their 
benefits. 
These 
benefits 
could be 

increasing strength, endur-
ance, flexibility, weight loss 
or improving body compo-
sition and overall health. 

Also, exercise has been 
shown to relieve stress, 
improve mood and in-
crease brain function. It is 
important to remain fit to 
accomplish the activities of 
daily living and exercise is a 
great place to start. 

By obtaining my master’s 
degree in exercise physiol-
ogy from Eastern Illinois 
University, I have learned 
how and why exercise is 
important in increasing 
overall health benefits 
among individuals and have 
used this knowledge to help 
others as a personal trainer 
at the Rec. One thing I have 
learned is implementing 
resistance training into an 
exercise program is a great 
way to improve one’s overall 
components of health. 

Resistance training can 
be done in various ways like 
free weights with the use 
of barbells and dumbbells, 
machines, cable columns, 
resistance bands or body 
weight exercises. All of these 
can be used to improve 
overall health. 

To help design a personal 
resistance training program, 
it is helpful to have a strat-
egy that includes setting 
goals. The existence of both 
short-term and long-term 
goals can help keep a person 
motivated and adhering to 
the exercise program. 

Goal setting is a great 
tool to help individuals set 
up a program with proper 
sets, reps and weight. It is 
important to stay motivated 
and continue to exercise. 
Most individuals are not 
patient when exercising 
and want to see results as 
soon as they start. The body 
doesn’t work this way. It 

Grassroots 
effort to 
combat 
suicide

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

“No act of kindness, no 
matter how small, is ever 
wasted.” 

That’s the moral of Ae-
sop’s fable “The Lion and 
the Mouse,” in which a 
fierce lion releases the tiny 
mouse he has caught. The 
mouse repays the lion for 
his act of kindness the next 
day by chewing through a 
rope snare in which the lion 
is trapped.

That moral is also the 
philosophy behind the 
nonprofit You Can NOT 
be Replaced (YCNBR), an 
organization whose mis-
sion is to empower young 
people and families to im-
prove relationships, with 
the broad goal of reducing 
teenage suicide.

The organization was 
founded in 2012 after the 
death by suicide of a sev-
enth student from  one 
high school in the commu-
nity of Manasquan, N.J.

“My daughter Emily was 
a freshman in college when 
the seventh child died 
by suicide, and she came 
home devastated,” says 
Melissa Dayton, cofound-
er of YCNBR. “We were 
talking and crying together 
and she said, ‘Mom, don’t 
they know they cannot be 
replaced?’ And that’s when 
inspiration struck,” said 
Melissa Dayton.

She and her daughter de-
signed wristbands with the 
phrase, “I Can Not Be Re-
placed,” on them, and dis-
tributed 500 of the wrist-
bands to local teens. 

Within a week, someone 
donated enough money 
to create 500 more, and a 
week later another dona-
tion came in.

But what started as sim-
ple reminder on a wrist-
band quickly became a 
movement.

Teenage suicide has 
reached epidemic propor-
tions in the United States. 

See SUICIDE, Page 8BSee BEEWELL, Page 9B

‘You Can Not Be 
Replaced’ spreads 
its message with 
wristbands and 
school assemblies

NEW GIFT SHOP IS A HIT

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris Community Hospital Volunteers gift shop has moved to a spacious new area in the long hall that connects the 
hospital and the Paris Clinic. A ribbon cutting to celebrate the new gift shop, which has been in operation for about a month, 
is planned at 10 a.m. Monday. The public is invited to attend.

Retail therapy at hospital
BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Paris Community Hospital Vol-
unteers have moved into a new and 
spacious gift shop area — the new 
shop is getting rave reviews from vol-
unteers and shoppers alike, according 
PCH Volunteers president Peg Raley.

A ribbon cutting to celebrate the new 
gift shop is planned at 10 a.m. Mon-
day, according to Hospital & Medical 
Foundation of Paris Director of De-
velopment Kim Macke, who oversees 
the volunteer program at the hospital. 
Anyone who purchases an item Mon-
day will be entered into a drawing to 
win a $25 gift certificate redeemable 
at the gift shop. Two gift cards will also 
be raffled. Winners will be announced 
prior to the gift shop closing at 4 p.m. 
Winners need not be present to win.

“This is a very active group whose 
members do a lot more than man a gift 
shop,” Macke said. “They are constant-
ly looking for ways to support Paris 
Community Hospital.”

The new gift shop replaces the for-
mer tiny shop located across from the 
hospital registration desk. “It’s much, 
much bigger and also provides office 
space and storage space for gift items,” 
Macke noted.

Raley said the first gift shop was on 
a cart pushed through the hospital to 
offer items for sale. “Most were hand-
made items and crafts,” she noted.

Founded in 1969-1970 under the 
leadership of the late Mary Ann Pear-
man, volunteers not only man the gift 
shop but sort and deliver the mail, 
serve as a liason between families 
whose loved one is having surgery, 

keep regular hours at the information 
desk just off the atrium at the entrance 
as well as provide scholarships to 
young adults who are planning a career 
in some area of health services.

Macke said the group’s most recent 
support was the purchase of 24 new 
television sets for patient rooms at 
PCH. They also purchase wheelchairs 

BRANDON
STONE
BEE WELL
COLUMN

Special to The Prairie Press

A variety of gifts, jewelry and clothing items are available at the new Paris Com-
munity Hospital Volunteers gift shop, according to PCH Volunteers president Peg 
Raley. The public is invited to a ribbon cutting at 10 a.m. Monday at the gift shop.

See SHOP, Page 7B
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Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

Win 8th row tickets to see TRAIN 
& THE GOO GOO DOLLS

in Indy plus $500! Register to
win at wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

 of the 
Paris Cooperative High School

Wish to invite the Paris community 
to our Baccalaureate Service on 

May 21, 2019 at 7:00 pm
at the First United Methodist Church

The 2019 

Senior Class

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

BBQ4-
H2 0 1 9  E d g a r  C o u n t y

Saturday, June 22
4:00-7:00 p.m.
Dine-in    Drive-up    Carry-out
Edgar County 4-H Fairgrounds

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension
Councils Cooperating | University of Illinois Extension provides equal

opportunities in programs and employment.  If you need a reasonable
accommodation to attend, call 217-465-8585. Early requests are encouraged

to allow sufficient time for meeting your access needs.

SCHOLARSHIPS
The V.F.W. Post 3601 is offering scholarships 

to qualifying 2nd, 3rd or 4th year college 
students or advanced 1 year graduate.  

Students must be the child, grandchild, great 
grandchild, step grandchild, or step great 

grandchild of a past or present member of 
Post 3601 or its auxiliary.

Applications may be picked up after May 1 at the 
V.F.W. Post 3601

601 West Court, Paris
They must be returned to the Post by 

June 3, 2019 at Noon

Charleston, IL 61920

217-345-9451

Aluminum & 
Copper Colors

Jerry Brimner
Free Estimate

All work
Guaranteed

5” Residential
6” Commerical Gutter Covers

Rain-Bow
Seamless Guttering

SUICIDE
FROM PAGE 7B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Horizon Health clinics in 
Paris, Chrisman and Oak-
land will be closed Mon-
day, May 27, in observance 
of Memorial Day. All loca-
tions will resume normal 
business hours on Tuesday, 
May 28.

The two walk-in clinics 

It’s the second leading cause 
of death for people ages 15 
to 24.

“The kids in our commu-
nity who died by suicide 
weren’t ones who were clas-
sified as troubled,” said Day-
ton. She adds they were suc-
cessful students and athletes 
who appeared to have friends 
and stable families.

When the Daytons realized 
there was a need for teens 
to learn conflict resolution 
skills, and learn how to act 
with empathy and kindness 
— like the lion and mouse 
— they set out to promote 
the concept of connected 
communities, starting with 
talking to teens at school as-
semblies about the concept 
of empathy. Melissa Daytong, 
and her husband Chip, who 
together are the parents of 
eight children, are usually the 
featured speakers at these as-
semblies.

As part of their presen-
tation, Melissa Dayton and 
her team show a video called 
“The Lab Decoy: A Portrait 
With a Twist.” Sponsored by 
Canon, the project involved 
six photographers who were 
asked to independently shoot 
portraits of a man named Mi-
chael.

Here’s the twist: Each pho-
tographer is told a different 

thing about Michael’s back-
ground. One is told that he 
is a self-made millionaire, an-
other that he’s someone who 
has saved a life, an ex-inmate, 
a commercial fisherman, a 
self-proclaimed psychic, or 
a recovering alcoholic. Mi-
chael, who’s actually an ac-
tor, takes on the personality 
of each character. In one he 
looks menacing, in another 
very friendly.

“Each portrait is so differ-
ent, and the video helps us 
to have a conversation about 
perceptions, and hopes and 
dreams,” Melissa Dayton 
said.

During the YCNBR as-
semblies, there are also dis-
cussions about what makes 
a good friend, what kind of 
adult the students want to be, 
and the many ways the stu-
dents could serve their com-
munities.

As for the adults in the 
room, she focuses on ways 
parents and teachers can en-
courage kids to talk to them 
about anything.

“Good communication 
depends on being able to re-
spond instead of react,” she 
said. “We really push parents 
to see that imperfection is 
part of being human.” If teen-
agers feel like they have per-
mission to talk to you about 
anything, they’re more likely 
to share when they’re in cri-
sis.

You Can NOT Be Re-
placed has grown from the 
early days of distributing 
wristbands, but that’s still a 
major component. The idea is 
that one teen passes a brace-
let to another.

Today, there is a team of 
young adults who serve the 
seven towns that feed the 
local high school. They par-
ticipate in awareness-raising 
events, like the recent Polar 
Plunge in Asbury Park and 
blanket the region with posi-
tive campaign messages.

To date, more than 165,000 
wristbands have been distrib-
uted around the world.

“Success in life is about the 
health of your relationships,” 
said Dayton. “When all is 
said and done, ‘How well did 
you love others?’ is the most 
important measure.”

To order wristbands, or 
invite one of organization’s 
founders to speak in a com-
munity, visit www.youcan-
notbereplaced.com.

Holiday closures 
for Horizon Health

111 Elm Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-2411
www.jacksoncars.com

335 S. 3rd Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-3564
www.jacksoncars.com

Ryan Walton
Sales Representative

Shawn Walton
Sales Representative

Come see us today!It’s       Worth  The Drive

and furniture for the waiting 
areas, she said.

“The gift shop is a source 
of revenue for our projects 
as well as the chocolate and 
book sales we sponsor,” Raley 
explained.

The new gift shop, which 
measures 24 by 16, allows for 
more inventory for the retail 
store. “If we run out of some-
thing, we can just go back to 
the storage room located right 
by our shop and get what we 
need,” Raley said. Previously, 
the storeroom and volunteer 
office were not near the shop.     
“This just makes things a lot 
more convenient,” Raley said.

The idea for the new gift 
shop was first broached by 
Raley, Macke said. “She men-
tioned it a couple of time then 
went to Ollie (Smith, Hori-
zon CEO) and his face just lit 
up,” Macke recalled.

Smith and the hospital 
board were studying a way to 
expand and improve the reg-
istration area where patients 
check in, Macke said. The 
move to a new location al-
lowed for the redesign of the 
registration area.

In addition to carving out 

the new gift shop, volunteer 
office and storeroom, the 
project expanded Conference 
Room A and created a vend-
ing area with new machines 
and tables, perfect for em-
ployees or anyone visiting the 
hospital or clinic. Work on the 
vending area is nearing com-
pletion, Macke said.

Macke said selection of 
items carried in the gift shop 
is under the direction of PCH 
Volunteers treasurer Sharon 
Wilken and a committee. For 
many years, Patty Spillman 
was the PCH Volunteer trea-
surer and also was the buyer 
for the shop. “I wish Patty 
could see this,” Raley noted. 
“She would’ve loved it.

One of the changes in the 
shop is that it now accepts 
debit and credit cards, Ra-
ley said. The volunteers use 
Square, a point of sale system 
allowing those working in the 
shop to easily swipe credit 
and debit cards. Square oper-
ates with an iPad.

The result, Macke said, 
has been an increase of sales 
in the gift shop. “Not many 
people carry cash with them, 
so this allows someone who 
may have come into the shop 
just to browse but finds some-
thing, to easily make the pur-

chase,” she said.
There are local items in the 

shop, Macke said, including 
beautiful wooden crosses 
handmade by local wood-
worker Alan Russell as well as 
lotions from Betty Jane’s and 
balloons.

Raley said the country 
decorating items in the shop 
have been particularly popu-
lar as well as home decorating 
signs. “We sell a lot of them,” 
she noted. Other popular 
items have included hum-

mingbird items, earrings and 
kimono wraps.

 There are also a few snack 
items but the new vending 
area will offer more food, she 
said.

The Paris Hospital Volun-
teers currently have 57 mem-
bers, Raley said. Men and 
women are encouraged to 
join them. There are applica-
tions at the information desk 
or Raley said simply contact 
her. “It’s a way to serve our 
community,” she said.

SHOP
FROM PAGE 7B

Special to The Prairie Press
The new Paris Community Hospital Volunteers gift shop, which 
will be dedicated Monday, is part of an ambitious expansion at 
Horizon Health that includes a new vending area, a larger con-
ference room and the gift shop complete with storage.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

In recognition of Nation-
al Cancer Survivors Day, the 
Infusion Clinic at Horizon 
Health is hosting a birthday 
luncheon for local cancer sur-

Cancer survivors party
vivors May 31. 

The event is 1:30-3:30 
p.m. in Conference Room 
A at the hospital.

Art of Gardening is the 
theme of this year’s event, 
which is free for cancer sur-
vivors and their families. A 
speaker will discuss how to 
maintain a flower garden. 
Attendees are encouraged 
to wear their favorite sun or 
gardening hat.

The program will include 
snacks, cake, handouts and 
door prizes. 

Walk-ins for the survi-
vors party are welcome but 
RSVPs are appreciated by 
Wednesday, May 29. Call 
217-466-4579.

will have regular hours 
over the Memorial Day 
weekend:

EZ Care in Paris – Sat-
urday and Sunday, 10 
a.m.-6 p.m.; Memorial 
Day, 9 a.m.-7 p.m.

EZ Care in Marshall 
– Friday, 9 a.m.-7 p.m.; 
Saturday and Sunday, 10 
a.m.-6 p.m.

EXPECT
MORE

GET  
MORE

News
Commentary

Sports 
Advertising 

Quality

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net
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Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
1. Enrich, in a way
5. Express displeasure
10. C-worthy?
14. Again
15. Contents of some cartridges
16. ___-European
17. _____-____ bottles of beer...
19. “O Sanctissima,” e.g.
20. Banana oil, e.g.
21. Nervous buildup
23. Carried
26. Convened
27. Picture device, for short
30. Directly
31. Deep, narrow ravine
35. ___-Wan Kenobi
36. “Welcome” site
38. Kind of oil
39. Occurring during the same period
43. In an arch or roguish manner
44. Average
45. Discharge letters?
46. Charger
47. Energy
49. Blue hue
50. Undertake, with “out”
52. Arrangement
54. Print in advance
58. Immobile stage of insect after 
larva
62. Arizona Indian
63. British government
66. Fishing, perhaps
67. Vomited
68. Cracker spread
69. Freshman, probably
70. Abominable snowmen
71. Berth place

Down
1. Channel
2. Cuckoos
3. Cost of living?
4. Dork
5. Chester White’s home

6. Elephant’s weight, maybe
7. Biscotti flavoring
8. Computer list
9. Iron
10. Adjust
11. Soon, to a bard
12. Bad day for Caesar
13. Lady Macbeth, e.g.
18. Put one’s foot down?
22. Heathen
24. Card game
25. ___ tide
27. Shrub native to the Andes
28. Cancel
29. Chop finely
32. Steals
33. Blockhead
34. Hurried

37. Blouse, e.g.
38. Addition symbol
40. Pertaining to dramatic art
41. Church leader
42. Plunder
48. Insect stage
51. Blotto
52. Pompous walk
53. Gas station equipment
54. Excellent, in modern slang
55. Gift on “The Bachelor”
56. Fencing weapon
57. Back of the neck
59. Clap
60. The “A” of ABM
61. Increase, with “up”
64. “Fantasy Island” prop
65. Driver’s lic. and others

CROSSWORD

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 2318 met Tues-
day, May 14, with 19 members 
weighing in and 16 members 
attending the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were: Pam Waller, TOPS 
weekly loser; Mary Ruth 
Clark, KOPS weekly los-
er, KOPS drawing winner, 
three-week loser and KOPS 
monthly loser; Ella Stewart, 
TOPS monthly loser; Carmen 
Minge, TOPS/KOPS quar-

terly loser; Sharon Phillips 
and Judy Ferris, top walker; 
Patty Felgenhauer, top exer-
ciser; and Myndy Wooten, 
top cyclist.

Felgenhauer delivered a 
program about health after 70.

TOPS #IL 2318 meets ev-
ery Tuesday in the basement 
of the Presbyterian Church. 
Weigh in is from 5:45-6:50 
p.m. The meeting starts at 
7 p.m. More information is 
available by calling 217-808-
0078 or 217-822-6300.

BEEWELL
FROM PAGE 7B

takes time to see results. In-
dividuals who set goals, stay 
motivated and stick to their 
resistance training program 
will see results over time. 

One of my personal 
training clients likes to say, 
“Some exercise is better than 
no exercise.” I couldn’t agree 
with this more.

A lot of people can be 
intimidated by resistance 
training, and I encourage 
people to start small and 
work into trying new exer-
cises to avoid being intimi-

dated. Body weight exercises 
such as push-ups or sit-ups 
are a great place to start. 
After gaining a level of com-
fort with the body weight 
exercise, the next step may 
be trying resistance bands or 
some of the machines.

One of my biggest pieces of 
advice is: Don’t worry about 
what the person next to you 
is doing in the gym. Focus on 
yourself. Everybody responds 
differently to exercise. Do 
what is best for you. 

Some people who already 
do resistance training will 
only stick with the same 
exercises because that is what 

they are comfortable with. 
Variation is important. After 
long time use of the ma-
chines, adding free weights 
is a new challenge and brings 
variation to the  routine. 

Individuals who take part 
in resistance training should 
make sure they are training 
properly in order to prevent 
injuries while reaching their 
goals. 

If a person wants to try 
something new but doesn’t 
want to do it alone, or wants 
to make sure the technique is 
right, it is as simple as asking 
for help. Anybody in the gym 
is happy to help, or another 

option is reaching out to 
me. As a personal trainer 
at the Rec, I am more than 
happy to assist others with 
trying out a new exercise, 
checking to make sure it 
is being done correctly or 
even setting up one-on-
one training sessions.

The Rec offers fitness 
classes, personal training 
and a place to exercise, so 
come out and start seeing 
those healthy benefits and 
reaching those goals.

(Brandon Stone is a 
personal trainer at the 
Rec. Contact him at www.
parisrec.org)

TOPS groups meet

Boaters: wear life 
jackets and stay sober

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — Illinois 
Conservation Police Officers 
(CPOs) are reminding boat 
operators to always drive so-
ber and to wear life jackets – 
life-saving reminders heading 
into the state’s busiest boating 
season.  

Illinois will join in the obser-
vance of National Safe Boating 
Week, May 18-24, leading into 
the Memorial Day holiday 
weekend (May 25-27).

“Our Illinois Conserva-
tion Police step up water pa-
trols throughout the summer 
months to remind boaters to 
stay safe and enjoy their time 
outdoors,” said Illinois De-
partment of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) Director Colleen Cal-
lahan. “We remind boaters that 
wearing a life jacket can save 
their lives, and that it is against 
the law to drive or operate a 
boat while under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs.” 

Statistics compiled by the 
IDNR Office of Law Enforce-
ment show 68 boating-related 
accidents in Illinois in 2018, 
resulting in 34 injuries and 18 
fatalities. Annual boating ac-
cident statistics are compiled 
based on the Federal Fiscal 
Year of October 1 through Sep-
tember 30. 

CPOs in 2018 issued 1,045 
citations and 3,753 warnings in 
enforcement of Illinois boating 
safety laws.  CPOs made 124 
arrests for boaters operating 
under the influence (OUI) in 
2018. 

What’s more, IDNR statis-
tics indicate that 16 of the 18 
people who died in boating 
accidents last year may have 
survived if they had worn a life 
jacket or other personal flota-

tion device (PFD); four of the 
18 boating-related fatalities in-
volved alcohol or drug impair-
ment.

Illinois law requires that 
properly-fitting U.S. Coast 
Guard-approved PFDs – life 
jackets or life vests – be avail-
able for each person aboard a 
boat or other watercraft. State 
law also requires that anyone 
under the age of 13 must wear a 
life jacket while aboard any wa-
tercraft under 26 feet in length 
at all times the boat is under-
way, unless they are below deck 
in an enclosed cabin or operat-
ing on private property. Illinois 
law also requires persons of any 
age to wear a PFD while oper-
ating a personal watercraft or 
Jet Ski. 

The IDNR offers free boat-
ing safety courses that provide 
a review of boating laws and 
regulations, as well as instruc-
tions on safe and attentive 
operation of watercraft and 
encourages boaters of all ages 
to take a safety course. Anyone 
born on or after Jan. 1, 1998 
must pass a course and have a 
valid Boating Safety Certificate 
to operate a motorboat (with 
over 10 horsepower).

The free safety courses, 
taught by volunteer instruc-
tors, are available throughout 
Illinois; schedules are available 
by checking the IDNR web-
site’s boating information page 
at https://www.dnr.illinois.
gov/safety/Pages/Boating-
Safety.aspx

For a fee, online boating 
safety courses also are avail-
able.

There were 245,621 regis-
tered boats in Illinois in 2018.

National Safe Boating Week 
is observed each year during 
the week prior to the Memo-
rial Day holiday weekend. For 
more information on the na-
tional safe boating campaign, 
visit www.safeboatingcam-
paign.com.

National Safe 
Boating Week is May 
18-24

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

burst causing brain leaks and 
stroke. If too low, it can cause 
fainting when the brain 
lacks oxygen. Low pressure 
can lead to kidney and other 
organ failure from lack of 
oxygen and nutrients.

Everyone should be famil-
iar with their own blood pres-
sure numbers. Any change in 
normal pattern should be a 
concern.  

Sodium and other salts can 
cause water retention with ex-
tra fluid causing extra volume 
and pressure for the heart. 

Being over our ideal weight 
range causes the heart to 
work harder. Proper diet and 
exercise are always helpful. 

Use blood pressure month 
to become more familiar with 
how blood pressure works 
and personal medical history. 
We should all know our 
numbers.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
KNOWLEDGE IS FREE — AND NOW DELIVERED  

24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 
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BY JERRY NOWICKI AND GRANT 
MORGAN
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com
gmorgan@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – A new 
report says subpar roads in Illi-
nois are costing drivers $1,300 
to $2,600 in repair, safety and 
congestion costs annually, and 
that number will increase if 
the state does not take action 
on an infrastructure bill this 
legislative session. 

Unveiling the report 
Wednesday, May 15, at the 
Capitol, representatives of 
the Illinois Chamber of Com-
merce joined one Democrat 

and two Republican lawmak-
ers who said they are ready to 
take the lead on an infrastruc-
ture bill, and all sources of 
revenue – including hikes to 
the motor fuel tax and vehicle 
registration fees – are on the 
table.

“You can’t build 21st centu-
ry infrastructure with 1990s 
money. There isn’t enough 
efficiency, there isn’t enough 
reform, you just can’t do it,” 
said Republican Rep. Mar-
go McDermed, of Mokena. 
“We still need to look at the 
fact that our buying power 
has plummeted because cars 
are much more efficient and 
we don’t get as much money 
in, number one. And num-
ber two, inflation. We haven’t 
raised that (gas tax) number 
since 1990.” 

McDermed joined the two 

other lawmakers, Sen. Martin 
Sandoval (D-Chicago) and 
Don DeWitte (R-St. Charles), 
in saying the independent 
report by national transpor-
tation research group, TRIP, 
demonstrates the cost of inac-
tion on an infrastructure bill. 

“The real question we have 
to ask is, ‘What is the cost if 
we do nothing?’” DeWitte 
said. “[The report] is more ev-
idence that the longer we wait, 
not only do things get worse, 
but the more expensive it be-
comes.”  

The report estimates drivers 
in Illinois face $18.3 billion in 
annual vehicle costs as a result 
of rough roads, traffic crashes, 
and lost time and wasted fuel 
caused by congestion. 

In Springfield, that boils 
down to about $1,300 per 
person annually. In the Chi-

cago area, it amounts to about 
$2,600 each year. 

Sandoval, who chairs the 
Senate committee that has 
been touring the state to hear 
from local officials about in-
frastructure needs, is spon-
soring legislation to raise the 
state’s gas tax by up to 25 cents 
while hiking vehicle registra-
tion fees. He said his proposal, 
which would raise $2.4 bil-
lion in revenue, is a launching 
point for discussions on a cap-
ital bill. 

“I think it’s a hypocrisy on 
behalf of our state to consider 
ourselves to be the crossroads 
and hub of America when we 
don’t necessarily take a real 
public and personal interest in 
upkeeping our infrastructure. 
We’ve fallen behind for far too 
long,” Sandoval said. 

Sandoval did not give spe-

cifics on what measures, if any, 
lawmakers were considering 
to drive down labor or project 
costs rather than upping taxes 
and fees, though he said they 
would be included in a final 
bill. 

McDermed said her Will 
County district is in dire need 
of infrastructure improve-
ments. Specifically, she said a 
twin bridge on Interstate 80, 
which is one of the worst-rat-
ed in the state, has caused her 
constituents to alter their traf-
fic patterns. 

“People in my district are 
telling me they take the side 
streets to get where they’re go-
ing,” McDermed said. “They 
don’t take the bridge anymore. 
… This is unacceptable.” 

The lawmakers acknowl-
edged increasing fees or the 
gas tax will be a difficult sell 

for some of their colleagues, 
but, “literally every number 
is on the table, because every 
member is having input into 
this process,” DeWitte said. 

McDermed said a 2016 
constitutional amendment 
which mandates the use of 
gas tax and licensing fee dol-
lars for transportation in-
frastructure and safety use 
will ensure new revenues are 
not diverted from road and 
bridge projects. 

The Chamber is supportive 
of a measure that would raise 
the gas tax while phasing out 
a state sales tax on motor fuel, 
which is not guaranteed to go 
to roads. Sandoval, however, 
said that would phase about 
$600 million out of the state’s 
general revenue fund that 
would need to be made up 
elsewhere.

Republicans, Democrats together on tax
Lawmakers consid-
ering every revenue 
option for infrastruc-
ture plan by May 31

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Demo-
cratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker vowed 
Wednesday, May 15, to carry 
out all of the recommendations 
in a new, independent report 
that calls for sweeping reforms 
at the Illinois Department of 
Children and Family Services 
to prevent future deaths of chil-
dren who have been in foster 
care or other child welfare pro-
grams.

The report by Chapin Hall, 
a child and family welfare pol-
icy research institute at the 
University of Chicago, focused 
on what are known as “Intact 
Family Services,” which are 
intended to address cases of 
child abuse or neglect without 
removing those children from 
their homes.

In most cases, those services 
are provided by outside agen-
cies that contract with DCFS, 
although the agency does keep 
direct control of certain high-
risk cases. Over the past sever-
al months, there have been a 
number of high-profile deaths 
of children whose families had 
previously received those ser-
vices.

The report cited a number 
of systemic influences within 
DCFS that have prevented the 
agency from operating those 
programs effectively. Those 
include structural issues in 
the way in which teams and 
individuals are organized and 
held accountable; procedur-
al issues involving how cases 
are managed and how work 
flows in business processes; 
and cultural issues involving 
commonly held beliefs among 
people who work in the sys-
tem.

“These challenges are the re-
sult of many years of misguid-

ed decisions, underdeveloped 
program rollouts and unac-
ceptable funding cuts,” Pritz-
ker said at a Statehouse news 
conference. “There is nowhere 
in the Illinois government 
that has been more hollowed 
out than DCFS. And there is 
nowhere in state government 
where those cuts have done 
more damage.”

The report noted the rate 
of child deaths from maltreat-
ment is actually slightly lower 
than the national rate – 2.19 
per 100,000 children in Illi-
nois, versus 2.36 per 100,000 
children nationally. It also not-
ed while the actual number 
of child maltreatment-related 
deaths each year has been de-
clining, the actual incidence 
of child abuse and neglect has 
been growing.

In his budget proposal, 
Pritzker has asked lawmakers 
for an additional $75 million 
for DCFS and authority to 
hire an additional 126 case 
workers.

But the report calls for addi-
tional reforms within the agen-
cy, such as working with courts 
and prosecutors to refine the 
criteria used for removing 
children from their homes, 
refining protocols for closing 
Intact Family Services cases, 
and improving the quality of 
supervision within the agency 
to provide more clear lines of 
authority and supervision.

“The recommendations pro-
vided by Chapin Hall amount 
to an overhaul of Intact Family 
Services,” Pritzker said. “I am 
committed to carrying out that 
overhaul as quickly and effec-
tively as possible.”

Standing with DCFS Acting 
Director Marc Smith, Pritzker 
said the agency has already 
taken some steps, including 

launching a high-level review 
of more than 1,100 open cases, 
establishing an eight-person 
crisis intervention team that 
will conduct immediate inves-
tigations and reviews in cases 
of child deaths and expanding 
training programs for case-
workers.

One thing the report did not 
call for, and which Pritzker so 
far has not recommended, is to 
abandon the privatized system 
of contracting with outside 
agencies to provide Intact Fam-
ily Services and to bring those 
services back in-house where 
they would be performed by 
state employees.

“I asked Chapin Hall this 
question too. With the right 
kind of oversight, with the 
right kinds of policies and pro-
cedures, it can be done well,” 
Pritzker said. “But I think they 
would say … from the very be-
ginning, the policies and pro-
cedures for oversight have not 
been … put in place, and so 
that’s part of what we’re visiting 
as a result of their recommen-
dations.”

Anders Lindall, public af-
fairs director for AFSCME 
Council 31, the union that rep-
resents DCFS workers, said in 
an email statement that doing 
away with privatization should 
be considered.

“The report talks at length 
about systematic improve-
ments to DCFS and child 
welfare generally, including 
making the department more 
accountable,” he said. “One 
way to ensure that DCFS is 
directly accountable in high-
risk cases is keep all of them in-
house on state employee case-
loads rather than outsourcing 
these cases to private contrac-
tors with fewer resources and 
less oversight.” 

Report calls for major 
changes at the DCFS

BY LINDSEY SALVATELLI
lsalvatelli@capitolnewsillinois.
com

SPRINGFIELD — 
Trauma experienced as a 
child can reduce life expec-
tancy by 20 years.

That was the finding 
of a 10-year study by the 
U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention re-
leased a decade ago.

Wednesday, May 15, 
state lawmakers marked 
the first Trauma-Informed 
Awareness Day by speak-
ing about the importance 
of addressing adverse 
childhood experiences, or 
ACEs, that people carry 
with them through life.

"We have research that 
shows trauma impacts the 
brains of our children," 
said state Rep. Karina Vil-
la, D-West Chicago. “But 
the great news is with 
trauma-informed care, we 
can teach resiliency and 
we can make a difference 
in the future of our stu-
dents.” 

ACEs can range from 
physical, emotional or 
sexual abuse as a child to 
domestic violence in the 
home. They can also be 
experiences with racism or 
involvement with the fos-
ter care system.

Lawmakers, youth 
push to lessen trauma

They impact physical and 
mental health and can lead 
to poor health as an adult. A 
person who has experienced 
eight or more ACEs is expect-
ed to live 20 fewer years than 
someone who has had none, 
the CDC study showed.

During a Wednesday news 
conference at the Capitol, 
Villa joined Sen. Julie Mor-
rison (D-Deerfield), Illinois 
Attorney General Kwame 
Raoul, Department of Hu-
man Services head Grace 
Hou, and Mikva Youth men-
tal health representatives 
in discussing legislative at-
tempts to help children with 
trauma. 

Senate Resolution 99, 
sponsored by Morrison and 
adopted March 21, aims to 
shift how short- and long-
term trauma events are ap-
proached from a health care 
aspect.

Trauma-informed aware-
ness is something Raoul said 
he’s advocated for in the past, 
but with a focus on criminal 
justice.

When Raoul worked as a 
Cook County prosecutor, he 
said it was common for some-
one who had originally come 
to his office as a victim to later 
be there for crimes they had 
committed. 

He acknowledged that it 

didn’t need to happen.
“Had we appropriately in-

vested in trauma-informed 
services, we would have inter-
rupted that minor respondent 
from having come back into 
the building as somebody 
who committed a crime,” 
Raoul said. 

 A 2013 Illinois Behavioral 
Risk Factor Surveillance Sur-
vey reported that more than 
60 percent of Illinois adults 
had at least one adverse child-
hood experience, while 14.2 
percent of adults had experi-
enced four or more.

Hou said the 3,000 children 
who receive Comprehensive 
Community-Based Youth 
Services from a collection of 
30 organizations around the 
state are just a small snapshot 
of children who are served 
through youth services.

To undo the harm caused 
by trauma, Hou said, it’s im-
portant to approach trau-
ma-informed care with, “the 
best available science and 
practice,” but also as a state-
wide collaboration.

But, she said, Illinois youth 
must also be brought to the 
table to discuss trauma-in-
formed care and wellness.

“It is so important that our 
programs designed for youth 
are designed with youth,” 
Hou said.

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — A 
Democratic state lawmak-
er called Senate President 
John Cullerton’s proposal 
to raise Illinois’ usage tax 
on tobacco products too 
unreasonable at a time 
when the General Assem-
bly is considering a slew of 
other tax hikes.

Cullerton announced 
last week he wants to in-
crease the state’s tax on a 
pack of cigarettes by $1, to 
$2.98. That is about triple 
the 32 cents Democratic 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker intro-
duced in his budget pro-
posal. 

The Senate president’s 
initiative would also in-
clude a 64 percent bump 
on the wholesale price of 
other tobacco products, 
including cigars, chewing 
tobacco and snuff. 

But Rep. Thaddeus 
Jones, from Calumet City, 
said that plan would turn 
Illinois into a job creator 
for surrounding states. 

“I appreciate President 
Cullerton for his advoca-
cy, but this is the wrong 
way to go. We’ve gone 
through several phases of 
taxing cigarettes that now 
is driving businesses and 
driving people away from 
Illinois and driving them 
to border states, and we’ve 
got to stop it,” Jones said. 
“It’s not having the effect 
that the president wants. 
It’s not stopping people 
from smoking. What it’s 
doing is making people in 
my community who can 
least afford it, who are on a 
fixed income, choose to go 

House Democrat calls proposed 
cigarette tax hike ‘unreasonable’

to Indiana to make sure they 
get cigarettes.”

His constituents are already 
traveling to Indiana to get gas 
and groceries, he said. Some 
purchase tobacco products 
there as well.

That is an argument Culler-
ton addressed at a news event 
last week.

“But what we also know 
is that other states then see 
what we do and then they can 
go and change their own rate, 
their own laws,” he said at the 
time. “And so, it has some-
what of an effect, but it’s not 
enough of a reason to not do a 
statewide change in my opin-
ion.”

Cullerton is a longtime 
champion of measures in-
cluding Smoke Free Illinois 
and Tobacco 21.

According to the Commis-
sion on Government Fore-
casting and Accountability, 
the usage tax on cigarettes in 
Indiana is 99.5 cents, in Ken-
tucky it is $1.10, in Missouri 
it’s 17 cents, and it’s $1.36 
in Iowa. Wisconsin’s tax, at 
$2.52, is the only one higher 
than Illinois’.

But according to data from 
the American Cancer Soci-
ety’s Cancer Action Network, 
most cigarette consumers 
will resume purchasing their 
product of choice from a local 
retailer after experimenting 
with options to avoid paying 
higher prices. 

The Network supports 
the $1 increase, as opposed 
to the governor’s 32-cent 
proposal, because of studies 
that show a larger tax jump, 
“will ensure a public health 
impact of reducing tobac-
co use is achieved, despite 
industry attempts to offset 

the price increases and keep 
prices low,” according to a 
fact sheet.

Jones said he wants the 
Legislature to do what’s 
practical, and that Cullerton, 
“needs to hit the pause but-
ton,” on this proposal.

He said the 32-cent in-
crease initially introduced by 
Pritzker also is too high, but 
is a better starting point than 
$1. He would prefer any us-
age tax increase to be staged 
at a five- or 10-year period so 
businesses have the opportu-
nity to adapt.

That is a plan Bill Fleischli, 
executive vice president of 
Illinois Petroleum Marketers 
Association and the state’s 
Association of Convenience 
Stores, said would be better 
than an immediate jump.

“Certainly we don’t like 
any increase, but a gradual in-
crease would give other states 
the time to think about keep-
ing up with us,” he said. 

The association, he added, 
opposes a cigarette tax hike.

John Patterson, a spokes-
man for the Senate president, 
said polling shows Illinoisans 
support Cullerton’s proposal.

“They support it because 
research shows it encourag-
es people to quit smoking 
or, even better, never start, 
which would save taxpayers 
millions of dollars in reduced 
health care costs,” he said in 
an emailed statement. “That 
has always been the Senate 
president’s motivation, and it 
appears that’s why the public 
supports it, too.”

But Jones said he does not 
believe the House could suc-
cessfully pass the usage tax 
bump, even if the Senate votes 
yes.

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Dem-
ocratic lawmakers demanded 
their colleagues take action 
on a controversial, sweeping 
reproductive health care bill at 
a rally Wednesday just outside 
the Statehouse.

Their call for the Reproduc-
tive Health Act to get a com-
mittee hearing comes amid 
recent action by other states to 
restrict access to abortion pro-
cedures.

The act, proposed in the 
House by Rep. Kelly Cassi-
dy, from Chicago, and in the 
Senate by Sen. Melinda Bush, 
from Grayslake, would repeal 
Illinois’ abortion law and re-
place it with what backers and 
detractors agree would be 
the most liberal reproductive 
health care legislation in the 
country.

Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker has vowed to, “make Illi-
nois the most progressive state 
in the nation for access to re-
productive health care,” seem-
ingly indicating he would sign 
the bill if it arrived on his desk. 

But after its introduction in 
February, both versions have 
sat in legislative limbo.

“Since that day, each week 
has brought a new horror, a 
new reason why this is so much 

more important,” Cassidy said. 
“I woke up this morning to yet 
more news of how close we are 
to losing our right to self-deter-
mination, our right to access 
true reproductive health care.” 

She was referencing a law 
signed Wednesday by Ala-
bama’s governor effectively 
banning abortion in the state. 
Others, including Georgia, 
Kentucky, Mississippi and 
Ohio have passed other restric-
tive laws this year.

Some of those states aim to 
get their laws before the U.S. 
Supreme Court in hopes of 
overturning Roe v. Wade, the 
landmark 1973 case that legal-
ized abortion nationwide.

Sara Hutchinson Ratcliffe, 
vice president of Catholics for 
Choice, called those bills oner-
ous and cruel. The group sup-
ports the Reproductive Health 
Act.

Cassidy and Bush were 
joined by about 20 legislators 
from both chambers of the 
General Assembly in urging 
their colleagues to codify the 
protections enshrined in the 
act, given the current politi-
cal climate. Behind the group 
were about 60 women dressed 
as Handmaids, characters 
from Margaret Atwood’s dys-
topian novel.

“What we saw in Alabama 

yesterday must mobilize us. 
We can’t wait, we can’t rest on 
our laurels in Illinois,” Bush 
said. “There is a war against 
women’s rights and our ability 
to make decisions about our 
own bodies happening across 
this country. It’s not a time to 
hold bills and wonder if may-
be we should move them. It’s 
a time to stand and say you 
picked the wrong state to mess 
with. You picked the wrong 
legislators to stand up against.”

Before action can be taken 
on the Reproductive Health 
Act, it must be moved to a 
substantive committee. For 
about two months, it was 
sequestered in the same sub-
committee as all the other 
abortion-related bills pro-
posed this session. 

Democratic Rep. Emanuel 
Chris Welch, from Hillside, 
is the chair of the Executive 
Committee and called for the 
act to be posted there next 
week. He said he is committed 
to giving the bill a, “full, fair 
hearing and being a proud yes 
vote.”

“We need to leave here to-
day and demand that our lead-
ership give this bill a hearing. 
Give this bill a hearing. We’ll 
let the opposition have a voice, 
but guess what, we’re going to 
out-vote them,” he said. 

Rep. Cassidy and Sen. Bush demand 
action on Reproductive Health Act
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CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

AUCTION! AUCTION!
Sunday, June 2 @ Noon IL time

Erkenbeck Living Estate Sale
Vast assortment of primitives, antiques, furniture, 

Historic Edgar Co. items!
An extensive collection acquired over generations!

Live & on-line bidding! pre-bidding available soon!

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
FOR YEAR ENDING APRIL 30, 2019

FOR PARIS COMMUNITY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

INCOME ACCOUNTS
 REAL ESTATE TAXES    $363,238.77
 PERSONAL PROPERTY REPLACEMENT TAX      14,601.95
 FOREIGN FIRE TAX          4,090.57
 GRANT            6,368.00
 INTEREST              908.30
 MISCELLANEOUS        16,140.95
 RENT               100.00
TOTAL INCOME      $405,448.54

BALANCE FORWARD  AS OF APRIL 30, 2018 
 MMA      $235,090.41
 NOW            5,395.84
TOTAL RECEIPTS AS OF APRIL 30, 2019   $645,934.79

EXPENSE ACCOUNTS 
 SALARIES     $34,618.00
 MAINTENANCE - EQUIPMENT       2,270.04
 MAINTENANCE- BUILDING        1,833.71
 MAINTENANCE- VEHICLES     20,254.84
 MAINTENANCE  - GROUNDS       1,790.00
 MAINTENANCE  - SUPPLIES       2,855.87
 INSURANCE       26,201.00
 TELEPHONE         3,964.74
 UTILITIES       11,172.53
 PRINTING            935.28
 LEGAL & PROFESSIONAL      10,980.70
 DUES & SUBSCRIPTIONS           531.00
 COMMUNICATIONS        8,176.55
 CONTRACTS       50,683.45
 TRASH HAULING              42.00
 MISCELLANEOUS      13,733.92
 GASOLINE & OIL         7,426.76
 OFFICE EXPENSE        1,028.04
 EQUIPMENT  & VEHICLES      66,487.27
 BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS          500.00
 PAYROLL TAXES         5,578.28
 OPERATING  SUPPLIES        6,075.85
 BANK SERVICE CHARGES             30.00
 LICENSE AND PERMITS             95.00
 TRAVEL          3,028.21
TOTAL EXPENSES                 $280.293.08

BALANCES AS OF APRIL 30, 2019 
 MMA      $358,524.88
 NOW      7,116.83
TOTAL       $645,934.79
 

The undersigned Secretary/Treasurer of the Paris Community Fire Protection District, does
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete statement of the year ending April 30, 
2019.

Available Office Lease Space
220 West Court St. Paris, IL
Call 217-463-1083 for more 
information

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Spesard Culvert Sales, 
Ridge Farm, IL. Steels and 
aluminum culverts. Plastic tile 
and fittings. 8-inch to 36-inch in 
stock. Up to 144-inch available. 
217-304-1005.

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Spring/Summer sale.  Twice 
as nice for half the price! 
Insured. Free Estimates.  Call 
217-251-1800

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer sale.
Insured.  Free estimates.
217-251-1800

SPRING CLEANUP
Power Washing - Painting
Landscaping - Mulching
Trimming - FREE ESTIMATES
call Gary 217-264-6444

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, Downtown 
Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. One 
item to a complete household. 
Call Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 9 am-5 
pm.  We pay cash!

Back Door Garage Sale Area
417 Prairie St., Paris
May 24 & 25 
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Housewares & Clothing, 
Collectibles: Coca-cola, political 
buttons, marbles, lunch boxes, 
hallmark ornaments, milkglass
Evelyn Hays 217-465-8342

YARD SALE
May 24 & 25, 9:00 am - 3:00 
p.m.
104 N High Street
Collectibles, cookbooks, space 
heater, ladies XL, exercise bike, 
music books, C.D.’s, base rocker
NO early sales

MOVING SALE
417 Prairie St, Paris
Sat., 5/18
Fri., 5/31, Sat., 6/1

GARAGE SALE
507 W Washington St,
May 25th 8:00 - 1:00
queen size bed, kitchen items, 
bike,
glassware and misc.

Garage Sale
529 O’Kalla St., Paris
Saturday, May 25
8am-12pm
Everything must go!

185 Sulphur Lane
May 24 & 25
8am-5pm
Harley Davidson items, Large 
ottoman, clothes for boys (4-xl), 
men (M-XL), Juniors (5-11, L, XL) 
and Toys.

9749 E 900th Rd
3 miles west of 133 
on Springfield Rd.
Sat., 8am-12pm, or 
text 251-1900 after Sat.
Cleaning out first of many sheds.  
50 yr accumulation.  Some old 
furniture and tin toys, bottles, 
canning jars, baby food jars, used 
hardwood flooring, 1x6 knotty 
pine, New gutter & gas grill.  Lots 
of misc and free stuff.  Also, Ford 
tractors and implements.  Trailers 
and telephone poles, generators.

Huge Yard Sal
 111 Roberts Street, 
near Historical Society
Everything very cheap
May 24, Fri 8-5
May 25, Sat 8-1
50 cent women’s clothing XL-3X, 
primitives and home decor, 
puzzles, girls clothing, outside 
toys, wheel chair and so much 
more.

Local company seeking a 
full-time driver. Class A CDL 
required. All local driving. 100% 
company paid health insurance 
plus pension. call 217-465-7621

JOB OPENING
Extension Educator,
4-H Youth Development - 
Unit 20
University of Illinois Extension 
is seeking an individual to 
provide educational leadership 
for program delivery in Unit 
20 (Clark, Crawford, and 
Edgar Counties).  Master’s 
degree related to subject matter 
emphasis required.  To view 
complete job description and 
apply, visit https://go.illinois.
edu/113719.
Closing date is May 27, 2019.
The U of I is an EEO Employer/
Vet/Disabled - www.inclusiveilli-
nois.illinois.edu

We are looking for pizza 
makers, kitchen cooks and 
dishwashers to join our team 
at Joe’s Pizza.
Must be dependable, trustworthy, 
and able to work in a fast-paced 
environment.
Outstanding job performance 
and dependability will be 
rewarded with pay increases.
Please apply in person at Joe’s 
Pizza, 226 W Court St, Paris.
No phone calls please.

341 Intake Manager
The office of Marsha L. 
Combs-Skinner, Chapter 13 
Trustee, Central District of 
Illinois, located in Newman, 
has an immediate opening for 
a 341 Intake Manager.  Qualified 
person will be responsible for 
document retrieval and scanning, 
data entry, preparing files for 
court, income and tax analysis, 
and assisting others with varied 
duties.  Candidate must possess 
strong math skills, ability to 
prioritize/organize, adapt to 
change and meet high pressure 
deadlines.  Ability to work with 
a team is required.  Proficient 
in Microsoft Office, 5-7 years 
business/office experience 
preferred.  Credit/Criminal 
background check required.  F/T 
position with competitive salary 
and benefits.    
Deadline for applicants will be 
5/23/2019.  Please send resume 
to:  teri@ch13cdil.com .  No 
phone calls or walk-ins will be 
accepted.

ON-THE-SPOT INTERVIEWS
RN (Registered Nurse)
LPN (Licensed Practical Nurse) 
C.N.A. (Certified Nursing 
Assistant)
Pleasant Meadows Senior 
Living is looking  for  dedicated,  
energetic  nursing professionals 
that have a team spirit to join our 
skilled nursing facility.   Positions 
are open on all shifts for 
part-time, full-time, and flexible 
scheduling.
If you are compassionate, 
respectful, honest, and able to 
communicate effectively with our 
Residents, families and facility 
staff, we look forward to meeting 
you.
We offer competitive salary 
and benefits  including Medical, 
Dental, Prescription, Life, 
Disability, 401(k), Voluntary  
Benefits, and Paid Time Off. Cash 
Compensation and Weekend 
Incentive Programs are available.
We welcome  you to visit and 
tour! You may also mail your 
resume to Pleasant Meadows  
Senior Living,
 Attn: Human Resources, 
400 West Washington Avenue, 
Chrisman,IL 61924 
or fax your resume to 
217-269-3100.

HOOF & PAW PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Cats, most not a year old.
Black, black & white, Barn cats.
To a good home.
Call 217-251-5506

2 Bedroom House -in Paris,
Living, Dining, Kitchen, large 
bath, Utility room, Basement, ]
Deck and Small Patio, Stove & 
Refrigerator Furnished. Trash 
Included. No Pets, No Children.  
$500 month + $500 Dep.  
217-822-5703

1 Bedroom House
Newly remodeled. Taking 
applications. Unfurnished, No 
pets. Adults For viewing call 
217-465-4229

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

3 Bedroom house for rent
$650/mo + deposit
217-463-8800
Leave message

704-706 W Jasper St, Paris
131.5 frontage & 275 deep.
13,200 gross income/yr.
Live in one side and rent the 
other. $69,900 OBO.
Call 217-251-1900

Building Site For Sale
2 lot building site (98’x147’)
quiet street  - 1609 Michigan 
$5,000.00  call 465-4424

For Sale 406 1/2 East Lincoln St.
1/2 Lot building site with 2 
car Bullock garage & 1 1/2 
car garage. $15,000 Call 
217-465-4424

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt  - $550+dep 
Central air.  - 217-466-8210

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

15’ Coleman Canoe
for sale $175
Ram X - Polyethylene
Comes with one paddle, 3 life 
jackets, 2 car carriers.
Call 217-463-3907.
Leave message if no answer.

FOR SALE
Backhoe - Bolen’s Iseki G194
Diesel, 969 hours $4,850.00
John Deere 500 Big Baler 
- $1,350.00
Contact Larry Yaw 217-269-2470

*** Colman’s RV *** 
We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-583-4023 
www.colmansrv.com

For Sale - Genie Scissor Lift
Model # 1930
With 237 hours. With a 7’ x 20’ 
Sure-Trac Tilt Trailer.
217-232-5587

FOR SALE Weathered Reclaimed 
Barn Wood. Great for crafts. 
Call Mike 251-5428

HAULING Just about anything 
laying around you don’t want. In 
shed, garage, barn, basement. 
Even garden lawn equipment.  
Weather no problem. Call me 
anytime at 217-218-8801

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF JENNIFER J. THOMAS,
Deceased

No. 2019 P 20

CLAIM NOTICE

  Notice is given of the death of 
JENNIFER J. THOMAS.  Letters 
of Office were issued on April 4, 
2019 to Savanah Lindvall, 11271 
N. Creekside Drive, Monrovia, IN 
46157, administrator whose at-
torney is FRUIN & KASH (Richard 
M. Kash, Jr.), 129 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, IL 61944.

  Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 
61944, or with the representative, 
or both on or before November 5, 
2019, (which is at least six months 
from the date of first publication 
of this Notice) and any claim not 
filed within the applicable period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

SAVANAH LINDVALL
Administrator

FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: 217/465-4196
FAX: 217/466-1213

STATE OF ILLINOIS
FOR THE FIFTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY

- PARIS, ILLINOIS - 
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
WILLIAM M. TONEY
Deceased.
No. 2019-P-24

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION OF CLAIMS

Notice is given to creditors of 
the death of William M. Toney. 
Letters of Office were issued 
on April 30, 2019 to David M. 
Frisse, PO Box 430, Paris, Illinois 
61944 as Independent Personal 
Representative, whose attorney 
is L. Kaye DeSelms Dent, FRISSE 
& BREWSTER LAW OFFICES, LLC, 
111 Sheriff St., Ste. B, P.O. Box 430, 
Paris, Illinois 61944.

Claims against the estate must 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of Court at the Edgar County 

Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, or 
with the Independent Personal 
Representative, or both, on or 
before November 11, 2019, six 
(6) months from the date of first 
publication of this notice, or, if 
mailing or delivery of a notice 
from the Independent Personal 
Representative is required by § 
18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975, 
the date stated in that notice.  
Any claim not filed on or before 
that date is barred.  Copies of a 
claim filed with the clerk must 
be mailed or delivered by the 
claimant to the Independent 
Personal Representative and 
to the Independent Personal 
Representative’s attorney within 
ten (10) days after it has been 
filed.

Dated: May 8, 2019 
David M. Frisse, Independent 
Personal Representative
By: L. Kaye DeSelms Dent

The City of Chrisman is accept-
ing bids from Contractors for the 
construction of a new pavilion at 
Centennial Park.
Also, accepting bids for window 
and door replacements, wall re-
pairs, interior and exterior paint-
ing and flooring for Chrisman City 
Hall building.
Please contact Chrisman City 
Hall for more information at 
217-269-2214

In conformity with Illinois 
School Code section 105 ILCS 
5/10-10, the Board of Education 
of Paris Union School District 
No. 95 hereby gives notice that it 
will accept letters of application 
from individuals who would like 
to be considered for appointment 
by the Board to fill the vacancy 
created by the resignation of a 
school board member. The person 
selected will serve until the next 
regular school election sched-
uled, at which time a candidate 
will be elected to fill a two-year 
term.

Qualifications:
A candidate for the position must:
a) be a citizen of the United 
States;
b) be of the age of 18 years or 
over;
c) be a resident of the Paris Union 
School District No. 95 for at least 
one year; and
d) shall be a registered voter, as 
provided by the general election 
law.

Interested persons must file a 
letter of interest and resume 
addressed to the Board of 
Education, at the Office of the 
Superintendent of Paris Union 
School District No. 95, 300 East 
Wood Street Paris, Illinois 61944. 
Letters and applications must be 
received in that office no later 

than 4 p.m. on Thursday, May 30, 
2019. The Board will notify the 
applicant of the procedure to be 
followed for the interview.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Board of Education of the 
Paris Union School District No. 
95 will hold a Public Hearing 
Wednesday, May 29, 2019 at 12:00 
p.m. at the Superintendent’s 
Office located at 300 S Eads 
Avenue, Paris, Illinois.
The purpose of said hearing will 
be to receive public comment on 
the Gifted, Honors, Advanced, and 
Accelerated education District 
95.
Kevin Knoepfel, President
Board of Education
Paris Union School District No. 95

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Board of Education of the 
Paris Union School District No. 
95 will hold a Public Hearing 
Wednesday, May 29, 2019 at 1:00 
p.m. at the Superintendent’s 
Office located at 300 S Eads 
Avenue, Paris, Illinois.
The purpose of said hearing will 
be to receive public comment on 
the Grading Practices in District 
95.

Kevin Knoepfel, President
Board of Education
Paris Union School District No. 95

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TO VACATE STREETS/Alleys

  Pursuant to Chapter 65, ILCS 
5/11-91-1, a public hearing shall 
be held in Council Chambers 
at City Hall, 206 South Central 
Avenue, Paris, Illinois, at 4:00 
p.m. on the 5th day of June, 2019, 
to consider:
1.  Vacating an alley running east 
from Central Street to Main Street 
which is located in the 600 block 
of North Main and North Central 
St.  All in the City of Paris.  
All interested parties may appear 
and testify at said public hearing.
DATED this 18th day of May,2019.
   
Michael Martin
City Administrator, 
City of Paris

Storage Express will hold public 
auctions ending on JUNE 6, 
2019, to satisfy liens held on de-
linquent accounts located at the 
below properties and ending at 
the assigned times.  The auction 
is an online auction conducted at 
www.storagetreasures.com.

610 E Jasper St, Paris, IL @ 12:00 
PM CST:  Jessica Ramey (309-
128); Richard Ward (309-006).
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BRIEFLY
Korean War 
soldier, MIA since 
the conflict, to be 
buried alongside 
brother

STERLING, Ill. (AP) — A 
soldier who was killed during 
the Korean War has been 
returned to Illinois and will be 
buried next to his twin, who 
was killed during the same 
battle.

The remains of Cpl. John 
G. Krebs was buried Friday, 
May 17, at Sterling’s Calvary 
Cemetery, next to his brother 
George. The 19-year-old 
orphans were killed during a 
battle in Chochiwon, South 
Korea, July 11, 1950.

Reports indicate George 
Krebs was killed after return-
ing to the field to find John.

John Krebs was listed as 
missing in action because 
he couldn’t be accounted for 
after that battle. His remains 
were identified in December.

A motorcycle group led an 
afternoon procession from 
the Schilling Funeral Home in 
Sterling to the cemetery.

The Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency reports 
of the 8,156 Korean War per-
sonnel missing in action, only 
494 have been identified.

Savoy turns 
trees destroyed 
by emerald ash 
borers into ‘little 
free libraries’

SAVOY, Ill. (AP) — Ash trees 
that once shaded Savoy are 
being turned into little free 
libraries.

The Champaign News-Ga-
zette reports the project 
resulted from Mayor Joan 
Dykstra’s interest in promot-
ing literacy and the public 
works department’s skill 
with the remnants of trees 
decimated by the invasive 
emerald ash borer.

The theme of what former 
teacher Dykstra calls LFLs is 
“take a book, return a book, 
share a book.” Volumes will 
be stashed in LFLs at the 
municipal center, the city 
recreation center and Colbert, 
Jones, Smith Prairie Fields, 
and Burwash parks.

A Colbert Park ribbon-cut-
ting Saturday will feature 
family activities and book 
giveaways.

Dykstra asked public works 
operations superintendent 
Jesse Stephens if his staff 
could build one during down 
time. They produced six.

Savoy is 140 miles (225 
kilometers) south of Chicago.

Man who 
pleaded guilty 
to defrauding 
brewer sent to 
prison

CHICAGO (AP) — A former 
vice president at MillerCoors 
was sentenced to 42 months 
in prison for defrauding the 
brewer of millions of dollars 
during a decade-long scam.

David Colletti pleaded 
guilty to wire fraud in 2016. 
However, U.S. District 
Judge Jorge Alonso delayed 
sentencing the 60-year-old 
Colletti until seven others 
involved in the fraud had their 
day in court.

Prosecutors alleged Col-
letti worked with the others 
to submit false invoices that 
billed for fictitious promotion-
al and marketing events. The 
alleged scheme defrauded 
Chicago-based MillerCoors of 
more than $8.6 million.

Before his sentencing, 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Jennie 
Levin said Colletti owned up 
to his crime by bringing it to 
the attention of federal pros-
ecutors. However, in asking 
for a 64-month sentence she 
called his fraud the ultimate 
betrayal.

Colletti apologized for his 
actions, saying they were 
based on a desire to keep up 
with the rat race.

GOP releases proposal
Republican House leaders repeat claim that budget can be balanced with no new taxes
BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois 
House Republicans called a 
news conference Thursday to 
unveil a fiscal year 2020 bal-
anced budget proposal in the 
form of a one-page document 
detailing $2.6 billion more in 
revenue than House working 
groups had previously planned 
for. 

“The important part here 
is we're not presenting a plan 
and saying ‘take it or leave 
it,’” Deputy Minority Leader 
Tom Demmer, R-Dixon, said. 
“We're saying there are new 
dollars that are on the table, 
that individual members have 
not yet been given the chance 
to weigh out. We believe their 
priorities should be heard.”

Demmer said House work-
ing groups have been negotiat-
ing a balanced budget without 
new revenue that would be 
achieved by cuts of 6 percent 
to 10 percent from fiscal year 
2019 expenditures across 
agencies. 

But many of those cuts will 

not be needed, he said, be-
cause of increased fiscal year 
2020 revenue estimates by the 
Commission on Government 
Forecasting and Accountabil-
ity and the Governor’s Office 
of Management and Budget, as 
well as a handful of other new 
revenue streams Republicans 
stand ready to support. 

“These numbers do not 
come out of a Republican 
think tank. This comes from 
the governor's own agency,” 
House Republican Leader Jim 
Durkin, of Western Springs, 
said at the news conference. 

Demmer said the increased 
estimates include $845 million 
for fiscal year 2020 in added 
income tax ($800 million) and 
sales tax ($45 million) revenue 
without any increased taxes. 
These estimates were increased 
by COGFA and GOMB based 
on an unexpected $1.5 billion 
April revenue windfall, and 
they allowed Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
to scrap an unpopular proposal 
to decrease the state’s mandat-
ed payment to its pension fund 
for FY2020. 

Another $1.4 billion de-
pends on revenue proposals 
backed by Pritzker. That in-
cludes slightly more than $1 
billion in general revenue fund-
ing that would be freed up by a 
tax on Medicaid managed care 
organizations.

Demmer said MCO tax 
money will go to a special 
“Health Care Provider Re-
lief Fund,” where it will be 
matched by federal funds. 
This will allow General Rev-
enue Funds previously used 
for Medicaid expenditures to 
remain in the GRF to be used 
for other budgeting purposes 
while the same level of Medic-
aid spending is maintained. 

“Without changing the 
dollars that are being paid 
for Medicaid, it reduces your 
general revenue fund liability,” 
Demmer said in a follow-up 
interview.

The Republicans also ac-
count for $212 million in 
added revenue from legalized 
sports gambling, using the 
estimates of another Pritzker 
proposal. 

“We’re saying we feel confi-
dent we can put a proportion-
ate number of House Repub-
lican on proposals to achieve 
those revenues,” Demmer 
said. 

Republican estimates also 
include a $375 million trans-
fer to the general revenue 
fund from a reserve fund used 
to pay tax refunds, which has 
a surplus of about $440 mil-
lion, Demmer said. They also 
include another $175 million 
from an amnesty proposal de-
signed to incentivize the pay-
ment of delinquent taxes.

Demmer said those added 
revenue streams would allow 
K-12, higher education, hu-
man services, general services 
and public safety to be fund-
ed at fiscal year 2019 levels or 
higher. 

Durkin said the Republi-
cans’ proposal shows that no 
new taxes are needed to bal-
ance the budget in fiscal year 
2020, and Republicans should 
be playing a larger role in the 
budgeting process in general, 
as all four legislative leaders 

have not met with the gover-
nor on the budget since mid-
April. 

Democrats, on the other 
hand, say that even though un-
expected revenues are appre-
ciated, the state’s underlying 
budget deficit can’t adequately 
be addressed without new rev-
enue streams.  

Pritzker spokeswoman Jor-
dan Abudayyeh said one good 
month does not right the state’s 
financial ship. 

“Illinois’ dire finances mean 
that the state was on track to 
end the 2019 fiscal year with 
a $1.6 billion gap, to say noth-
ing of our multi-billion dollar 
backlog of unpaid bills and 
$134 billion unfunded pen-
sion liabilities,” she said. “The 
responsible choice, and the 
governor’s path, is to use the 
additional dollars to close our 
2019 budget gap and to make 
our full 2020 pension pay-
ment. The governor’s door is 
open for working with Repub-
licans who want to join him 
in approaching our finances 
responsibly.

BY GRANT MORGAN
gmorgan@capitolnewsillnois.com

SPRINGFIELD – DeKalb County 
resident Tony Stahl said he waited five 
years for the state to put his disabled 
daughter, Allison, in the selection pro-
cess that would allow her to live in her 
own home in a community. It took an 
extra three years before that home was 
found, he said. 

After that eight-year wait, Allison is 
living and paying rent with two room-
mates in Sycamore, where she also 
works at Wal-Mart, ushers at a church, 
and dances at a studio.

Only the community home, rather 
than a state institution, could, “fully ad-
dress her personal care, medical, and 
community living needs,” her father said. 

Nearly 300 other advocates and peo-
ple with disabilities came to the Capitol 
on Thursday to say something similar. 

“By segregating people, by limiting 
access to services and supports neces-
sary for participation, Illinois’ commu-
nities are missing out on the benefits 
and contributions of people with dis-
abilities,” said Meg Cooch, executive 
director of The Arc of Illinois, a Chica-
go-based advocacy group. 

Cooch said Illinois is second only to 
Texas in the number of disabled persons 
it puts into institutions, and the average 
annual cost to house someone there – 
$280,000 – does not compare to the 
$34,000 average yearly cost to help them 
live in communities instead. 

Cooch and representatives from 
the Going Home Coalition held a 
news conference to urge lawmakers to 
provide more funding for communi-
ty-based living for people with disabil-
ities. Among other things, they argued 
the $107 million that Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
proposed to give to the Department 
of Human Services to help the agency 
comply with the new minimum wage 
law is not enough. 

Cooch said the average caregiver for 
people with disabilities is paid between 
$10 and $11 per hour by the state. 
While the caregiving role is not a min-
imum wage job in the first place, she 
said the additional money proposed is 
still insufficient. 

“This is a job that means the dif-
ference between independence and 
non-independence,” for people with 
disabilities, Cooch said. “That money is 
not enough. We need more from legis-
lators.” 

Bob Peterson, a disabled self-advo-
cate from Naperville, said the shortage 
of caregivers caused by the low wages 

does not help either, but that without 
them, it is more difficult to get people 
into communities where they can be 
active and engaged.  

“Allison and everyone upstairs,” Pe-
terson said during the news conference 
in the Capitol basement, “we wouldn’t 
be here if we lived in an institution.”

The state operates seven institutions 
for people with disabilities. In recent 
years, The Arc of Illinois has called for 
the closing of six of those facilities in or-
der to move their occupants into com-
munity settings, which advocates say 
allow people to live safer and healthier 
lives. 

Disability advocates push Capitol

Grant Morgan/Capitol News Illinois

Tony Stahl, of DeKalb County, looks on as his daughter, Allison, speaks about the 
eight-year wait it took to get into a community home, where she now lives and 
pays rent with two other roommates. The Stahls were at the Capitol in Springfield 
Thursday, May 16, advocating for increased state funding to move people with 
disabilities from state institutions to community homes.

More is needed to move 
people with disabilities into 
community homes, says 
ARC

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker and several public 
health advocates outlined an 
ambitious plan Tuesday, May 
14, to halt the spread of HIV in 
Illinois by 2030.

Speaking at a Statehouse 
news conference, Pritzker un-
veiled a multi-pronged strategy 
called Getting to Zero that calls 
for expanding access to anti-
viral drugs for people already 
infected with the virus, and pre-
ventive medication – known 
as pre-exposure prophylaxis, 
or PrEP – for people who are 
at high risk of contracting the 
disease 

“While this virus’ most hor-
rifying and unsparing days may 
be behind us, we know that the 
disease rages on,” Pritzker said.

“Over the last few years, 
we’ve seen HIV prevention 
funding dry up,” he added. 
“HIV testing rates have gone 
down, and HIV prevention and 
treatment agencies have laid 
off staff. I have always said that 
health care is a right, and not a 
privilege. All Illinoisans deserve 
access to that right, and that 
includes those who are living 
with or vulnerable to HIV.”

The Getting to Zero plan is 
a collaborative project involv-
ing the Illinois Department of 
Public Health, the Chicago De-

partment of Public Health, out-
going Chicago Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel’s office and the AIDS 
Foundation of Chicago. It calls 
for increasing investments over 
the next five years to expand 
the HIV health care and public 
health workforce, increase ac-
cess to PrEP and use data to tar-
get resources to the most at-risk 
communities. It also aims to 
increase funding for treatment 
of other conditions that often 
accompany HIV infection and 
AIDS, including mental health 
services, substance abuse treat-
ment, and screening and treat-
ment of other sexually-trans-
mitted diseases.

“This plan paves the path 

toward the day when there will 
be zero transmissions of HIV 
in the state of Illinois and ev-
ery person living with HIV will 
thrive,” said John Peller, presi-
dent and CEO of the Chicago 
AIDS Foundation.

PrEP is the common name 
for the drug Truvada, which 
was released by the pharmaceu-
tical company Gilead in 2012. 

House Majority Leader 
Greg Harris, a Chicago Dem-
ocrat who is HIV-positive, 
noted that next month will 
mark the 38th anniversary 
of the first identified case of 
AIDS being reported by the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

Illinois aims to halt HIV spread by 2030

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – With 
only two weeks remaining 
in the 2019 regular session, 
Democrats in the Illinois 
House say they are close to 
securing the 71 votes needed 
to pass one of Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker’s top priorities, a con-
stitutional amendment to 
overhaul the state’s income 
tax system.

“I think we are rapidly 
closing in on 71 and I’m 
confident the governor will, 
with the personal meetings 
he’s having with members, 
get us over the hump,” said 
Rep. Robert Martwick, a 
Chicago Democrat and the 
lead sponsor of the measure 
in the House.

The proposed amend-
ment, which cleared the 
Senate on May 1, would al-
low the General Assembly 
to replace the state’s flat in-
come tax system, where all 
tax filers pay the same rate, 
regardless of their income, 
with a multi-bracket gradu-
ated tax that would impose 
higher rates on higher levels 
of income.

But the amendment has 
languished in the House 
Revenue and Finance Com-
mittee while Democratic 
leaders have struggled to se-
cure the three-fifths majori-
ty, 71 votes, needed to place 
the issue on the November 
2020 ballot. In that election, 
it would need support from 
either three-fifths of those 
voting on the question or a 
majority of all people voting 
in the election in order to 
take effect.

Pritzker has said he be-
lieves a graduated tax is the 
only way to solve the state’s 
long-term structural budget 
deficit without making dra-
conian cuts in funding for 
public services. Opponents, 
however, argue that such a 
system would make it easier 
in the future for lawmakers 
to raise taxes on selected 
groups of people.

In addition to the amend-
ment, the Senate also passed 
a bill May 1 spelling out what 
the new tax rates would be if 
the amendment is approved.

Rep. Michael Zalewski, 
a Riverside Democrat who 
chairs the Revenue and Fi-
nance Committee, also said 
he’s hopeful Pritzker can se-
cure the votes needed in the 
House.

“I think the governor has 
had some productive con-
versations with members in 
the last week,” he said.

House 
Democrats 
‘closing in’ 
on tax votes
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Hannah Bowers

Peyton Hughes

Gaige Clements

Taryn Fuller Caleb Gates

Kyle Bauermeister

Devin Henson

Kayla Cannady

Jagger Keneipp

Mason Downs

Alexandria Gerberding

Sean Blair

Margaret Herbek

Cory Cearlock

Chloe Koutsoumpas

Kyle Fillinger

Ethan Gann

Zachary Hall

Joanna Brankey

Sandra Johnson

Presley Collier

Bryce Gladding

Austin Herrington

Mariah Garrard

Nacaylee Barron 

Kevin Hart

Madison Breneman, 

Jaden Kaufman

Gregory Cunningham

Jacob Gates

Miguela Bautista

Johnathon Henson

Marcedez Cassity

Alic Keys

Kiarra Englum

Sydni Adams

Colten Gore

Sidney Boyars

Bailey Johnson

Hayden Collier

Jackson, Isaiah

Kaytlin Abshier

Nimue Gordon

Haley Fudge

Kayla Cheesman

Cooper Block

Bailey Aitken Johnna Armstrong-Watson 

P
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Austin Ricketts

Kyra Marietta

Elizabeth Simpson

Sabastian McQueen

Lainey Ogle Dalton Plummer

Karen Little

Aubrey Sanders

Ashlan McConkey

Alexander Stewart

Alexis Moran

Clayton Rhodes

Danielle Ludington

Shasta Shannon

Tanner McKinney

Woodrow Mullen

Tamia Phillippi

Kaylee Landsaw

John Lawlyes

Jammie Robinson

Sydney Martin

Tiffany Sowell

Nicholas Mitchell

Macy Richards

Katelyn Malone

Shelby Simons

Caleb Mullenix Caleb Pitts

Frank Lee

Emilee Roush

Allyson-Renee Mc-

Eric Speicher

Tyler Moore

Michelle Lopez-Reyes

Zavanna Loster

Floriana Selimoska

Devin McDaniel

Matthew Stone

Weslee Morgan 

Colton Landrum

Noah Riggs

Chayse Martin

Zachary Sizemore

Jonathan Miller

Madison Simpson

Trevan Land

Jacob McKown

PARIS HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF  2019

Miguel Rea

P
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Brooklyn Westerfield

Raelee Wagoner

Brady Wiseman

Ethan Watson

Cherokee Wombles

Emilie Trapp Alex Turner

Brayden WilsonHolden Watters

Dakotah VanNess

Carley Wilson

Brooklyn Ward

Brianna Torres

Joshua Willmoth

You Did It!

It’s your day to let loose and celebrate. We know it 
took a lot of hard work to get where you are today, and 
we are proud of your accomplishments. We hope you 

enjoy every minute of your graduation day! 

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

217-465-3335
Congratulations!

MSB
Transportation

(217) 463-2706
319 E Union St, 
Paris, IL 61944

YOU DID IT!
You worked hard. 

You persevered. You graduated! 
Congratulations on this wonderful achievement. 

We hope your big day is special in every way, 
and we wish you happiness and success 

as you follow your dreams into the future.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.  •  Paris, IL

Mon - Fri  7 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m(217) 465-8551

Class of 2019

CONGRATULATIONS

Elizabeth Taylor
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Davis Hale

Colby Phipps

Tony Wilson

Jacob Cohoon

Avoree Napier

Anjali Spencer

Xavier Devillez

Kaiden Moody

Christian Wagoner

Lexi Brinkley Destiny Christensen

Samantha Lindsay

Austin Shelato

Katelynn Francis

Hallee Watters

Trey Clark

Rylee Lorton

Quinci Snedeker

Chloe Colyer

Colton Mitchell

Claudia Vasquez

Wyatt Burgess

TJ Heath

Jacob Ryan

Dylan Bogard

Jamie Phillips

CHRISMAN HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2019

Paris and Kansas • 217-465-4775

May all of your hopes and 
dreams come true, graduates! 

The Future 
Looks Bright

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

116 E. Steidl Rd. •  Paris, IL 61944
(217) 466-5000

810 N. 2nd St.  Marshall, IL 612441
(217) 826-6543

Congratulations 
& Best Wishes to the

Class of 2019
Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Edgar County Locker

Dream Big
Best wishes and good luck to the 

Class of 2019!

309 N. Main St., • Paris, IL 61944-1507 (217) 465-8585
Terry Elston, Agent

The sky’s the limit!
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Austin Hollingsworth

Kaitlyn Cary Cameron Covey

Christopher Hutchin-Madison Hill

Harley Barry

Tyler Holmes

Brianna Bange

SHILOH HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2019

Grace Kile

Emma Gordon Howard Hales

Mackenzie NiedfeldtMason Hutchinson

Samantha Gerberding

Rachel Milburn

Alexis Cummings

Holly Scales Klayton Shaffer

Madison Weber

Logan RichardsonKiersten Price-Wilson Alec Thompson Stephen VardaDenzel StewartMeredith Smith

ASHER & SMITH
ATTORNEY AT LAW

1119 N. Main St. • Paris, IL • 217-465-6444

May you reach all of your dreams and 
goals, graduates! We’re proud of you!

The Sky’s the Limit

Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street        •          Paris, IL 61944        •          (217) 465-6311

Congratulations 
to the

World’s Best Graduates 

We’re proud of you!

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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Samantha Carrell

Madison Fulk

Morgan Houia Blake Lee

Mason York

Anthony Jones

Lucas Blanco Haylie Bolton

Trento Pinnell

Bailey Drummond

Zachary Harris

Malte Keinknecht

Grace Burnside

Ivy Shanks

Maiya Eskew

Sean Harrison

Olivia Allison

Melaina Noel

Zoe Carrell

Grace Hammond

AIM 
HIGH!

We know you can accomplish 

anything! 

Congratulations, 
Class of 2019!

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455

   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD
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Lauren Lankster

Mikayla Price

Taylor Veach Bryce Walsh

Coty Hall Michael Hawkins Ian Overstreet

Lea Schimmer

Leo Wheeler

Alexis Kiser Seth Pate

Jared Smith

Sydney Eastin Xzaiver Lloyd

Julia Robertson

BLUE IS
BETTER
THAN EVER
Congratulations to 
the Class of 2019 for 
seeing the goal and 
staying the course!
Sycamores have an edge 
on the competition. In fact, 
our graduates enjoy a 94% 
placement rate.

indstate.edu

Jones & Griffin Law Offices, P.C.
110 E. Washington Street, P.O. Box 8  •  Paris, Illinois  •  217-465-7525

To the 2019 graduates,
we wish you the best in your future endeavors! 

In whatever path you choose, make your 
hometown proud.

Larry, Drew, Lori, Linda & Karsyn
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City of Paris,
Mayor Craig Smith, City Council & Staff

Congratulations; 
you’ve succeeded with flying colors! 

May your education take you to new heights 
of success as you soar toward your goals.

Chrisman Clinic
112 W. Madison Ave.
Chrisman, IL
(217) 269-2394

PCH 
721 E. Court Street
Paris, IL
(217) 465-4141

Now that you've graduated...

the
sky's

the
limit!

Paris Clinic
727 E. Court Street
Paris, IL
(217) 465-8411

Oakland Clinic
5 S. Walnut Street
Oakland, IL
(217) 346-2353

EZ Care
1602 N. IL Hwy 1
Marshall, IL
(217) 826-3299

Senior Care
15323 US Hwy 150 
Paris, IL
(217) 466-4170

EZ Care
1 Phipps Lane
Paris, IL
(217) 463-4340

309 W. Jasper St. • Paris, IL • (217) 465-5812

All eyes are on you, graduate, as you accept your reward for 
years of hard work and dedication. Congratulations, and may all 

of your hopes and dreams come true.

Congratulations
C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 9 ! 

To Shine
It’s Your Moment 
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Haley Hoult

Weston Keen

Karlee Moore Julie Phillips

Max Taylor

Madisyn Norman

Luke Ford Conner Flynn

Makayla Smith

Kristen Hoult

Chris Krage

Keegan Owen

John Flynn

Chantel Switzer

Jalieanne Holvani

Logan Machango

Jordan Ford

Kristopher Ragle

Kirk Hoult

Levi Kirby

Kyle Webster

Gladding & Blue                     
1014-548HO

217-465-8320                     
802 N. Main St.

Paris, IL
217-465-8320

804 N. Main St.
Paris, IL

217-465-1020

Thanks for setting the example 
with your hard work and dedication. 
We’re very proud of you.

Onward 
& Upward
Wishing our Class of 2019 
graduates much success and 
happiness on the road ahead.

Congrats Bryce Gladding!

800-635-4145
www.enerstar.com

BRIGHTBRIGHT
future!   

Congratulations! 

Wishing  
our area  

graduates a 
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Paris   101 S. Central Ave. | 465-6381
You can also bank with us online or at any First Mid location!

Financial Solutions 
for every step of life.

Congratulations
CLASS OF 2019!

BANKING  |  WEALTH MANAGEMENT  |  INSURANCE

firstmid.com

Dimond Financial Consultants, Inc.
208 E. Jasper St., Paris IL 

217-465-8562

Hats Off
to the Graduates
It’s your day, and we couldn’t be prouder  
of your hard work and accomplishments.  
Now that you’ve earned your diploma,  
there’s nothing stopping you from  
reaching your goals, and we hope all 
of your dreams come true.

We wish you a happy graduation 
and a great summer. 

You’ve earned it!
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Camryn Donithan

Matthew Holmes

Jacob Neill Paul Rideout

Amelia Tracy

Cody Richardson

Jackson Barry Erin Beaulieu

Aidan Thompson

Seth Eads

Michael Mantels

Matthew Rideout

Andrea Benner

Kayla Thurston

Jeffery Edwards

Gretchen Milburn

Mitchell Abbey

Abbigail Skinner

Deighlen Duke

Hali Wenglarz

Joseph Keske

Dillon Tweedy

Kendall Buckellew Dylan Campbell Jordan ComptonSteven Buckellew

Devin Farris Cameron Galloway Krista Hayes Thomas Hayes

CHRISMAN
217-269-2339

GEORGETOWN
217-662-2166

PARIS
217-465-6360

MARSHALL
217-465-6360

DANVILLE
217-443-5315

www.longviewbt.com

MEMBER FDIC

We’ve watched you come this far, 
and now the sky is the limit. Hold 
fast to your dreams, and don’t be 
afraid to reach for the stars. We 
know you can do it!

Best 
Wishes, 
Class 

of 2019!

James Arbuckle

S
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AUTO  |   HOME  |   LIFE  |   HEALTH  |   FARM  |   COMMERCIAL  |   WORKERS COMPENSATION  |   BONDS

111 Sheriff St.  |  Paris, IL 61944 
217.465.5041  |  DimondBros.com

CONGRATULATIONS  
PARIS HIGH SCHOOL 2019 GRADUATES

Along with our entire staff, the following proud PHS Alumni  
and Dimond Bros. Employees, wish you all the best:

Linda Hollinger – 1966
Debbie (Petticrew) Biemick – 1974
Lori (Rinehart) Korte – 1979
Mark Pennington – 1979
Mitzie (Mink) Barnes - 1982
Jeff Chambers - 1985
Carla (McConchie) Sinclair - 1987
Lori (Hunt) Kelly - 1990
Cassie (Hall) Burger – 1991
Brad Redmon - 1991
Heather Sutton - 1991
Don Bartos - 1992

Kim (McClarey) Lorance – 1992
David Switzer - 1992
Chad Hall – 1994
Kirk Good - 1996
Lindsay (Hutchings) Longest – 1999
Courtney (Colter) Rigdon – 2001
Cheyanne (Ray) Revell - 2010
Cameron Sutton - 2010
Kaitlyn Breeding - 2010
Austin Huxford – 2011
Dalton Chambers - 2012
Kaytlin (Tague) Huxford- 2014

We hope your dreams take you to the corners of your smiles, to 
the highest of your hopes, to the windows of your opportunities, 
and to the most special places your heart has ever known.““ -Anonymous

Dimond Bros

Congrats, 
Grads!

It’s a 
Wrap!

Graduation has finally arrived, so 
you can relax and enjoy the summer. 
We wish you all the best as you take 
the next step in your education and 

career. May success and good
 fortune be present at every turn.

Mary Lou, Mary Liz, Terri, Bruce, Rick, 
Tracy, Carol, Dale, Diane, Mark, Shannon, 

Brad, Kyle, and Justin

Edgar County Fair Board of Directors

We wish you the best in 
the next leg of your journey.
Congratulations Graduates

www.frissebrewsterlaw.com
Class of 2019

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St.

Paris, IL 61944

Dalbey Designs

Congratulations, grad!
Best of luck to you!



16 |  SATURDAY, MAY 18, 2019    |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netGRADUATION 2019

@prospectbank
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